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CHAFTER L 



In the yev of ow Lend one AoiUMd four kandfed' mi 
thirty-seven, the fanMm cily of Piois pmeiiled Ibt opecteole 

of a royal entry far more intefeeting than the neiial pomp of 
kings. For fifteen years before, a stranger had sat on the 
throne of France. For fifteen years, the foot of an Eng-lish 
monarch had been, on the neck of the Frenc li pi oph' ; :iad 
Henry V. , with the usual insolence oi a conqueror, instead 
of hurnouiing the vvrithings of his prostrate enemy, had only 
trode the fiercer at every throe. But the spirit of thp nntion 
was now fairly re-aw^ikened. Heaven itself had fought oa 
her Jside; and by sinns and portents, and miracles, rendered 
holy the cause of Liberty. The apostle, and martyr, of the 
new revolution, was not a warrior, but a womnn; not the 
scion of royalty, but a jieasant ffirl. The mission of this il- 
lustrious Virgni wds now fuli'iWcd; the French people had 
risen up like a strong man from slumber ^ their enemies had 
been swept out of the metropolis ; and, on the day on which 
our narrative commeneeei their wandering Prince, crowned 
with the diadem of his anceslorSy was aboat to enter in tri- 
mpli the gates of Paris. 

Among the vaet misdtitudes that rolled like a torrent through 
the streets, there wae a single individual, who» although ia 
some alight measure connected with the baaineee of the scene, 
appeared, like onnefam, to bejiothing more theA an idle spec- 
tatw. Thie was a young Bcotttsh knight, who belonged t^ 
u party which had been sent ibrwatd to annonnce the eomi^f 
of the king, but who had now, with the eiiriosity <^ a atnoMr* 
and dw loira of foreign sights inherent in his nation, eaKed 
forth ftlone to engnlf himeelf in the mvd. He had kidjr 
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fouglit, ia the bieaebes of Monteraau* against him anoeilral 
enemies, the Enfliflb ; and a little earlier had praneed throngh 
the cl^ of Teniv, in Ae train of the prineeaa Margarei of 
Scotland, who had ^ooe Author to wed the boy-dauphin: bat 

never before had he beheld, or even imaghie^y ao much splen- 
dour and confusion on so vast a scale. 

As he elbowed his way from tiie island called the Cite, 
which loiiiiLd the central portion oi Taris, to\vardi> iho wil- 
derness of houses and palaces on the right bank of the river, 
he paused in astoiiishinent on gaining" the middle of the 
bridn-p to look :iroynd upon the scene — it was the l*ont-aux- 
Changcurs. Ikliind him, after his eye had traversed the 
Cite, the visibie horizon was foi ined by the thousand dark 
roofs of the University; and belore, at tiie end of the bridge, 
his passage ser no d to be barred by the stern towers of the 
Chatelet, althougli surmounting and surrouiulinjj these, the 
turrefe of almost innumerable palaces attracted, irresistibly, 
the curiosity. On either side the view was shut^ in by the 
ranges of shops and houses which lined the bridge like a pa- 
rapet; and if sometimes an opening afforded a peep beyond, 
another bridge loaded ui like manner, was aeen at a few hon* 
dred paces distance. * 

The first thought of the stranger was of the enormous 
number of human beingii which this densely paoked mass of 
dwellings /nust contain. 

In God's name, measire/' said he to a pasaei^y, how 
mmy may iheie be of yon here?** 

The first city in Europe/' replied the bourgeois, ponp-^ 
ously, ^* reckons within tier walls three bonded thoosani 
souls." The Scot stared in astonishment. 

** Then, by our Lady's might," said he, theve are enough 
of yoQ lo eat up all Perth at one ffleal!«-Hlhat m, if we would 
let you.'* 

*' I doubt," rejoined the citizen, ** whether the capital of 
Scotland could afford us even a single meal; else wby do so 
many hungry mouths cross the ocean almubi daily, to eat 
and drink at ilie cost of France?" 

••Because tliey are bidden," replied the Scot, lowering his 
voice, and compressing hies lips, like a man who would not 
lose his tamper. '* If France coiild fight her own battles, 
theie would be no need of our Scottish sof ;irs. Bnt awav ! you 
are only a peddling ohnrL for all your euibroitkTcil doublet; 

and to-morrow X shall see you in the depths oi some dusky 
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warehinuNB, haggling for denieriy in « dress of Mem tndlift* 

I am an echevin of the town !" cried the insulted digni- 

taiy. 

** Were you ilie prevut himself, 1 i»ay yvu are only a ped- 
dling churl !" 

Masters, will you hear this?" said the echevin, tiiriiin« 
to the crowd, some of whom had stopped to listen to the di- 
;ilo((ue; ** do you see my badge ] Be there none here who 
follow the banner of Saint Luce ?" But most of thof?^ whom 
he addressed walked away out of the row, and not a Jew of 
the others ]aij<2;hr(l outrioiht. As lor the Scot, whom the 
name of the banurr liad mtoiiiied tiiat his antii ironist was a 
member of the confrerie of tailors, he turned indignantly 
away ; and the inhospitable echevin, alternately appealing to 
the passeis-bjTf ind togging al hit uawiUing swoxd^ mB noon 
Ich behind. 

The yoiiiig knight poreoed hie way, rather less dispomd * 
to edmira than before thie adventure. The Chntrlot, howe- 
w« through the aieh-way of which he paeaed, aiiboagh no 
longer the Roman tower of Julian t^ apostate, appeared to 
Jnm to he a fortms of ineompamle beaa^ at well ae 
atrength; and the immenae line of the Rne Saint Denia be- 
yond, although he had heard that the Kne Saint Martin wttr 
atOl wealthier, seemed to eontain in its eonntleea afaopa and 
warehonsea the dehea of a whole kingdom* Bat every thing 
OB Aia day had an aspect peenllar to the oecasioo. T^e 
street was hung in its whole length with eanopies of rieh 
doth and carpeting, and here and there stages were erected 
for the performance of music, shows, and mysteries. The 
ijiembers of the different confreinjo of trades were seen hur- 
rying along to their rendezvous, gor^roously dressed, and 
bearing the banners of their patron-saints; while justling 
these, successive groups of minstrels, jugglers, players, and 
above all, devils, hoofed and horned, elbowed their way to 
their various posts. 

Nor were the women wanting in the spectacle. The caps 
alone of the ladies, made in the form of a sugar loaf, lialf an 
ell high, from the peak of wliii h a white veil flowed forth, 
and descended to the feet, would have made them sutiieiently 
remaikable; but the effect of this portion of the dress ^^ as 
helghlmed by the fantastic richness of the rest. They wme, 
90 mgttr, indeed, the araw of their husbands eoal^azoiied on 
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tbav gomm Bor did iketr garamts, Hke those of tMr great 
gvamlniotfiiorvt in the fiuihion of the open tniiice of tlie 8pef- 
tea gkk, display tbeir naked eidec: tat fcM end mtnUf Mtiii 
8ii4,v^vet, combined to furniah fignraa calealated to adem 
the fimrnd of ttie gayest priaee in Ghriaiendop. 

Among the vast crowd of strange figures and costumes, the 
knight was surprised to find none belonging to the Hebrew 
nation. He did not kriow^ or had forgotten, that, although 
still spreadinor its branches in other parts of Europe, the tree 
of Judak was not only cut down in France, but rooted up out 
of the soil. The Jews, in fact, had been banished so strictly 
from this most Christian kitigdom, by an edict of the last 
prince, that if one of them had been found to-day amonfj that 
multitude of his fellow-creaturea» he would iu all probabiiitjr 
have been burnt alive. 

But, mingling with the peculiarities of the day, the com- 
mon business of life went on as usual; and the strauircr was 
almost stunned witli the tliousand discordant noises of a Pari- 
sian morning. Every article in daily u^e, from a roasted gooao 
to a tallow*candle, had its crier ; and every crier vied with his 
neighbonn aa to who i^ould bawl the loudest. The eotor 
missioners of the baiha were flsring about informing the public 
that their water was hot> and, looking eagerly into the face of 
the paeeer-by* shouted, Make haste ! make haste !" The 
venders df wine were eiamoroiisly inviting the crowd to teste ; * 
the reetawateorB tempting the appetite with a catalogue of 
their meats ; and in the mviBi of s^. aooie men in bhick issv- 
ing firom^the honsss, or the cross streets, ringing a monmM 
belU called upon all who heard them to pray for the soub of 
the dead. . 

The number of beggars, especially, was so great, and their 
endless litanies so lood, that they might almost be said to give 
the prevailing character to the scene. Besides the common 
poor who go to and fro upon the earth to this day with artifi- 
cial wounds and stories of imaginary distress, there were 
shoals of vagabonds calling themselves liohcniians, diblia- 
guished from the rest by their .siiorn heads — so despoiled bv 
the mandnffe of government. A stdl grenter number of bald 
crowns inlonged to the vnrKuis orders ol mendicant monks; 
and these were fariher distinguished by the chin as well as 
the scalp iteing destitute of hair. The most r< markable of 
this class \\ ere the Jncohins, a colony of Dominicaiis, so call- 
ed from o&ciaUng in the chapel of ^ Jacques. One ot theda 
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{Logged St* Louis to his heart's content in the qudit\^ of hia 
eonfessor; another assassinated Henri III.; and another oa- 
mwriaid IIm assassin : but notwithstanding this illustrious foD* 
Pam^ fkBj ilL bagged in the streets of Paris* Thm mm 
tfie eordeliers, so celebrated for their diiaolute manners; and 
iBbmi the Grands Augustins, the Celestiaeit the OarthnsiMM; 
widle, joalfted by these bold lad Ubettine monks, some bands 
of Begtiiiies» and tenia t^aeinq^leai tataed here and there their 
•hriU Tdieea among thia erawd» 

All tfaeae, howevery were'hemxa by piofeaalinif and ex« 
eHad tfiaMlbre hot liMe of .<he knighl'a pity, although they 
drtfir flome amall eoiaa fiom hie poeket; but it waa with a 
aiaact of anrpriae and doneem that ns aaw, mingling with tte 
ehmoMiiia einwd, and erying like the odiem m bMad* aome 
atodaata of tho nnimsity , IttUted in fteir Maek gowna voA 
eewla» Tina eommen apeetaele appeared extcamrdinary to 
him ; for the nniversity was associated in his mind only with 
ideas of power, and grandeur, and the most prodigious auda- 
city. But this was the university as a body ; this was the 
rector, the advooate.s, the regents of the colleges : lie had now 
to learn how happily the students united to their clerical cha- 
racter that of the ruiiian and the lulicant. The spirits of 
the Scot were depressed, as he thought iiow many high-iaind* 
ed, chivalrous adventurers had left and were still leaving his 
own country, to pursue the path of honour m\d fortune at this 
famous semlnaTy : and in particular a cloud settled upon his 
brow as he ispeeulated upon the fate of an early friend, whom 
it was to be his business that evening to seek oat in the city 
of colleges, on tiie left hank of the river. 

On approaching the end of the street, which wn«i terminal- 
rJ by the gate of St. Denis, on the same spot which it occu- 
pies to-day, the crowd l)eeamG so dense, that sometimes a halt 
of several minutes at a time took place in the moving mass. 
On such occasions ^e principal confusion was occasioned by 
the valets, who enjoyed the reputation of betDf » Aent to the 
students, the greatest blackguards in Paris. So obnoxious, 
in fact, had they beeoMie to the authorities, that tilose who 
were out of pkcc weie fimed to qait ^e eity inatantiyi if 
ttey could not find some respectable pevaon to become res- 
ponstble for their eottdnet* Their eealame waa aa varioiiaaa 
dMKt of tkeir deaoendbsta of like pieaent day; but many woie 
only a aiiiflle tleei^ of Ibeir mnalei^a limy. On the present 
oeeaaiOB their deUafaanelea ware oonfined to oertain manal 



jokm jk/fed tip<m Ihe kmer daM of mmMu a&d aim k«i 
innoeenl oonveraalioiui which thctjr held with Ihe speaking 
IngiBf hung out afanost at arery window* And in these hcnse* 
hold &voiirites of the Parisians the age, it mast be said, 
they met with their match. Leading the public life they did, 
in which they were exposed to every sort of society, the na- 
tural morality of the birds was so iar lotst, tliai ihey had be- 
come iluoiit ill every term of insult and indecency ; and thun- 
ders of laughter were elicited among the crowd by die aptness 
of their repartees. 

When the Scottish kiugiit at length reached the gate of St. 
Denis, a scene took place which formed a strange ])Jt'lude to 
the approaching ceremony. In those days the En^^^sh were 
not the only ravagers ol France. Famine, as usual, had fol- 
lowed tlie Blcps of protracted war ; and troops ui starved 
wolves, unable to live in their forests, came prowling, not 
only to the ^ates, hut in the very streets of Paris. Women 
as well, as children, if we may believe contemporary auihors, 
were in some instances killed by these hungry and ferocious . 
beasts ; and not a few of the more daring citizens went forth 
to combat the destroyer, in the same chivalrous spirit which 
iaapired the heroes of ^ lomaiieeia, in theii daels with 
giants and dragons. 

At this moment a slain wolf of extcaovdinary aize was 
brought iOf as a trophy, by a party of these adrenturem ; and 
when the cortege reached the gale* m ovder to give greater 
efbct to the exhibiti<m« the tremenudoiis brote was raised 
upon his legs, with his dead eyes and dripping jaws directed 
towards the street. The Vipsetaele was haOed by the rabbte 
with a nntTOisal sboat; but the noise died away with nnnsual 
suddenness. It seemed as if the show had been taken as an 
evil augury ; and this strange avant-oouiier of a monarch was 
ordered to make his entrance by another avanoe. The wolf- 
honters, however, were now anzions to become the specta* 
tors of a new and more splendid pageant ; and the ^nnt car- 
case was thrown ^wn by the way-side, to remain till the 
Uvin£ hero of the day had passed by. The iacident was 
called to mind somi alter, when the bnraens which the neces^ 
sities of Charles VIl. compelled him to impose, were charac- 
terized by the selfishness of the Parisians, not as the de- 
mands of a iawtul king, but as the rava^^es of a •\volf. 

The whole of the space at ilic lutrte St. Denis, wa^ tal^en 
up by the authorities of the city, iiuuig each side of the way. 
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^nAk Omb in ih» middle appointed to reeenre the king. 
Above die gate was hung a shield* ^th the representatioQ of 
France mippoited by ifaiee angels, and the following inserip> 
lion:*^ 

Tres excellent roy et seigueufj, 
liOi manans de votre cit6 
Toot ngohMfit «ii toat boBBOori 

The ground was kept hy the aibaktriera send aTcheis of 

liie town, arrayed in coats of arms ; which, being of the 
livery colours of the citv, red and blue, gave them the ap- 
pearance of weariiiir a unilui ai, although this improvouieut iii 
the drubs ot soldiers is of much more moderu iiiuuduction. 

The appiuaching corteore, which had been some time in 
sight, at length gradually reached the ground ; and tile after 
file, as they arrived, took u}) their position on cither side of 
the way, till king Chnrlcs himself was seen through the long 
vista, approarhini]^ slowly and majestically, sealed on a white 
horse, the emlih m of royalty. At this sight the breath of 
the vast muiiitude, hitherto p(Mit up, as it were, hy curiosity 
and expectation, found simultaneous utterance, and the cry 
of ** Noel ! Noel !" burst from every lip. The expression is 
a contraction of £manuel, "Lord be with us V" and was 
nsed at that time as a cry of joy by the French people, in- 
stead of **Vive le Roil" It was echoed from mouth to 
month, from street to street. The womeiwand children in 
the most distant quarters of the metropolis gave back the 
eonnd ; the sick and the dying put aside their carlains, to 
gaze towards the window* and swdl the shout with thfur 
teeUe Toices ; the clock-towers of every choreh m 'i^e city 
gave forth at the signal a joyful peal; and eyen the great bdft 
of the palace, whose hammer stirred only on extraordhiary 
occasions^ rang ** Noel \ Noel?'* . • 

On the approadi of Uie king»*t]ie prev6t of tSe merchants 
—for &e prevftt of Paris was a royal and not a municipal, 
oflieer^presented the keys of the city; while a can()[)\' of 
▼iolet-colottred velvet was held by the cchevins (auswenag 
in some respects to our aldermen,; over ih( royal head. The 
city dignitari( s then marshalled the way of their master into 

hija nielro[)o]i.s. 

The jpreYut of Paiin was aitended by his scrvaato ou foot 
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ift gMtt Mfldmif Mdi WMring a green ani sed hood; and 
«im tiioie eame a long line of notaries, procurears, commit- 
nonerSf advocatei, and counsellors, followed by die lieute* 
nant and guard of the governor, or, as he was termed in tho 
grandiloquence of the ag;c, the /r/r/^'* of the Chatelet. 

After this civic cortege, tliere iuliowed one of a more ex- 
traordinary nature, or lU leiLst, one t]i;\t few would have look- 
ed for in the triumphant march of a king. It consii»ted of 
Faith, Hope, Charity, Justice, Fiudence, Cotiracre, and Tem- 
perance, all on iiorseback, and all sumptuously dressed in 
character. Together witli these, however, perhaps to redeem 
in some measure tlie inf^onsistence, the »Sev€n Deadly Sins 
came plunging on in terrible array. Treading on the heels 
of the hitter, the (Gentlemen of the Parlinnient nnd Requests 
then made their appearance, attired in red rohes ; and after 
them, a body of eight hundred archers, led on by the Count 
tl'Angouleme, a Prinoe of the blood* of the house of Orleans. 

Moatjoy«» king of MiaSf eaaie nexli « grave and august 
personage, shrouded in ta immense robe of violet-coloured i 
velvety etttdded all over vith golden fleurs-de^lye* nad lai^ . 
pearls. AAer him rode the Grand Esquire, carrying the I 
lojil helmelt whioh wee dosed with e double fleur-de-lys ^ ' 
gdUL So eamptiioady wero tbie pereooege and hie horee 
enayedf Aet he mighl have been mieteben for heio of 
^ eeene himself ; mit foUowieg nest in oirder appeared the 
white Bteedy whkshi in the pxoclfipons of that ege, denoted 
the EOfd lenk of die rider« This superb animal wee eovered 
with velvet hoeeings of celeeliel bloot phnled with goMen 
flwnhde-lys, and trailing to the gronikl* Hie focehead wae 
covered with a plete of polished eteelt and surmouniod by a 
magnifioent plume of ostrich feathenu 

Nor was the rider unworthy of the steed. Whatever may 
have been the delect.^ of Charles's person, none were visible 
on the present occasion. The disproportionate shortness of 
his legs, which caused him, it is said, to introduce the fash- I 
ion of long garments, was now liidden by his dress; and his 
lofty and soldier-hke bearing, at a moment like this, so full 
of pride and triumph, partook, no doubt, still more than 
usual of a graceful hauglitiness. Clothed in gilded armour, 
with a rich coat of arms over the cuirass, and shaking to the 
motion of his steed a cord of gUttering gems, whicii hung 
upon his hat, onward pianeed the iiero of the dajr« bowing ' 
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Gtul smiling to the enthusiastic greetixigs of his people* aad 
looking every inch a king"." 

After the princip'4 personage had passed by, the interest 
of iheScoUish stranger seemed to increase rather than diriiin- 
ish; and he gazed at the next in order with nn rnrnest and 
critical e}'^. This wns r\ young lad of fourteen, nriaed, dress- 
ed, and mounted in ali respects like Charles liimself. It wa« 
the (1 uiphin, the husband oi' the Princess of Scotland; of that 
hc iiiutu!, amiable, sensitive little girl of eleven years, whom 
the knight had assisted in transplanting from her native home 
at so early an age. , The spectator sighed, mnd shook his 
head, as he had often done oefore, on perusing the featuves 
of the boy; aod the gloom that settled on his brow told how 
deeply he regretted that the royal Scoit had not matcliAd bis 
^aviffhter in her own country* 

The knight followed the yoang dauphin with his «ye, till 
the pages of both kin^r anr! prince, coming closely anev, in* 
lercepted hia view» The Bastard of Orleans then appeared, 
armed from h^ to heel, and both himself and horse blazing 
with jewels. This splendid warrior led on the battle of 
the king, ooBsisttiiff of a thousand lanees* all armed to Hbe 
taetht both man and korse« The long array was dosed by 
an Esqaireof the Stable^ hearing a vermilion lance, spangled 
with gold stars, al the head of which there hnng a stanaard 
of red silk, with ornamentB like those of the staff snrroonding 
B portmit of St. Michel. After him there rolled an immense 
multitude of lords, knights, and bourgeois, with the peasant* 
ry, as it seemeH, of the whole provinee; all dressed to the 
extent of their means, and in the fashion of their degree. 

The official part of the procession having now passed, the 
young knight pushed lustily on after the principal personages ; 
but not before cjvamining, with a glance of curiosity, the ap- 
pearance and costuiiiu of the various classes of the jieoplc be 
ibre liini. The profusiuu of gold and silver in the dress sur- 
prised him much, ami the hoods of black or red cloth worn 
by the high bourgeois did not ;tp|>( lo his judgment lo be 
far inferioi in richness to the silk aiul velvet of the nobility. 
Short coats, although disiikf d by the kinfj, were worn by 
many oi liis subjects, and were <_ [ii1)roidort d svidi silk, and 
often with pet^rls, both before and heliind. 'i'he longer dresses 
were generally of two colours, called robes rrti-parties, and 
produced, in the eyes of the knight, an odd and fantastic ef- 
fect. The oouatryaen were usually dressed in bjpown eo^ 
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I, with ^atterdashes bound with iron, and 
ing hatif ornameiiled with a leaden nedal of the Virgvi* 

Oiir aihtnturer, who eodored a aqueexa li^iih ineompaiable 
fBU»ac99 apeejily Ibnnd himaalf oaeo aim wiUiin view of 
iha |>erioii8 who wore sapposad lo form tha most inleveBtuig 
portion'of the prooeesion. Ho reached the fouiAiB of the 
FfMicoau, whieh he found sormoimted by a largo veeael, oo« 
Toiea with a ^or-de-lys apoutiog from ita thioa pointed pra 
tmto pubUeoj hypocras, wiiiey and water. Two doiphiM 
(in compliment, no doubt, to their brother Looia) were swim*' 
raing in the well — at least, so saith the " Ceremonial de 
France." A triumphal arch was then passed tlirough, painted 
of an azure colour, and sprinkled with Ihe ever-recurriag 
fleur-dc-lys. An image of Saint J()hn the Baptist, pointing 
to an Agnus Dei, adorned the siuiiuiil, v. iili it ch<jir oi good 
fat angels, of tlie conliXiie ot" Saint Juliea, ilapping their 
win^rp, and playing their fiddles with all their inigUu 

At the hospital of the IToly Trinitl-, ihc patent theatre oi 
Paris, a stage was erected, on which the mystery of the Pas- 
sion was perl'ormed in pantomime; the recoilcelion of whicli^ 
however, was almost immediaUdy effaced by other stages, 
and other pantomimes, which presented themselves as the 
procession advanced. When the Chalelet was at leagtli 
gained, a great rock had grown out of the Place before it, on 
which a number of shepherds, tending their sheep, were in 
the act of receiving the news oi the nativity, and singing 
Gloria in txcelsin* Al the bottom of the rock reclined three 
personages, whose costamea uaforUinately have escaped our 
researchy but their namea were, the Law of Giace, the Writ- 
ten LaWf and the Law of Nature. The Scottish knight, 
howe?er« was more edified by a ^eetaole oppoaite the Bou- 
ehertes, whieh represented Paradise, Purgatory, and Hell^ 
with Baint Michel weighing souls m a balaoee* 

At the bridge. Saint Margaret and a draL^nn were tlie gat&> 
keepers (in honour, perhaps, of poor little Margaret of Scot* 
land, and the heieafter Louts XL); while the baptism of oar 
Saviour, by Saint Johii« was going on. But after enteriDg 
the Atk from the broad ayeoue of Saint Denis, the speetators 
eould hardly move with the pcoeesaion tlirowh the" narrow 
stveeia; and by the time the king had reaehed Notre Dame, 
onr knight eonld see little moro than a mnltitode of Meek 
Tioodi, interspeised with mUxm^ and ^dunren orowoa. The 
proprietors of Ihaaa artfelea wave, the Ruler of the Unl^rerai^y 
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tTie archbishop, bishops, abbots, monks, regents of colleges, 
monitors, sub-monitors, and students. 

Here Charles took the customary oath, between the hands 
of the bishop of Paris, to maintain the privileges of the chap- 
ter, and >yas then permitted to enter the church. This ma- 
jestic edifice — where you see at least the memory of old 
Roman and Lombard taste through its Gothic romanticism — 
was illuminated by thousands of tapers, although it was still 
day -light. The glimpse which the indefatigable Scot was 
able to catch of the interior, showed him three arcades run- 
ning up the nave, all thrckly planted with tapers, and termi- 
nating nobly with tlie majestic forms of the master altar. 
The treasury of the church was opened on this occasion, and 
numberless relics presented to the eyes of tlie people, holy 
enough to redeem a soul from sin by the very sight. Among 
them was the identical crown of thorns purchased by Saint 
Louis for one hundred and fifty-six thousand, nine hundred 
livres of the money of to-day ; and also the scourge of iron 
links with which the same pious monarch loved to chastise 
himself. 

After prayers and thanksgivings were offered, Te Deum • 
was given forth by the choir, assisted by thousands of wor- 
shippers. The whole atmosphere vibrated with the lofty 
music. As the sound rolled forth like thunder over the heads 
of the vast multitude assembled round the cathedral, all sank 
upon their knees. The neighbouring churches joined in the 
majestic strain, and those beyond heard and repeated it, like 
an echo ; till the same voice, the same song of triumph and 
adoration arose from every altar in the city, and every knee 
in Paris bent to the earth, while every heart repeated, We 
praise thee, O God ! The Scottish knight, brave and reck- 
less as he was — "daring in love, and dauntless in war" — 
rose up trembling. A tall, black, sinister-looking object, ele- 
vated near the church, met his eye at the moment, and di- 
vided his feelings between the terrors of heaven and earth. 
It was a gallows, denoting the right of ** haute justice" ex- 
ercised by the bishop. 

The great business of the day was now almost over, and 
Charles VIL had nothing more to do than to repair to the 
Palace of the Cite, and exercise the duties of hospitality to 
all, indiscriminately, who chose to favour him with their 
company. The street leading to this ancient edifice — famous 
long before Paris became a metropolis — was narrow and tor- 
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tuous, crowded with shops, and in every way unlike the ave* 
nue to a royal dwelling. IS or was the aspect ol the Palace 
itself a great iirij/rovement to the picture. Two sombre and 
narrow ^ates adiintted the now disordered procession into the 
Cour (lu Mai, M'here the space was too small comparatively 
to afford any definite idea of the immense pile of buildinj^ 
in front. Two outside staircases conducted to a crreat door, 
wliich seemed the principal mark of the stms'S'ling and pant- 
ing multitudo ; :'nd our kniolu, attacked at once by curiosity, 
and a most savoury and <rencruu.s dinner-smell, allowed him* 
self without reluctance to be carried on by the tide. 

If disappointed out^?idc, all in the interior was enchant- 
ment. The hall into Avhich he entered was so vast and so 
lofty, that it seemed only fit for the dwelling of giants. It 
yep paved with white and black marble; and the roof, en- 
tirely of wood^ was elaborately carved, and supported by 
wooden pillars of azure and gold. All round the walls were 
seen the statues of the French kings, with the hands raised, 
if the reign had been fortunate, but hanging disconisolately by 
their sides, if otherwise. At the further end was a prodigious 
table of marble, occupying almost the whole breadth of the 
hall, and so large, indeed, that it iras sometimes used as ft 
stage for the performance of farces and mysteries* At this 
table were seated the king and princes of the blood; while 
hnmbler boards, disposed throughont the room, reeeiTod the 
other dignitaries— ^»re having been taken to provide separate 
accommodAtion for the Town and Uniyenity. Immense as 
was the company, the repast was brought up firom the kitch- 
ens underneath with far less confusion than might have been 
expected; for here every thing was on so vast a scale, that 
the st,airs of communication, which were two" in number, 
were broad enough to allow the whole army of cooks 
march up side by side at one time. 

When our young knight, who had eaten noihing since the 
morning, had done abundant honour to his royal entertainer, 
and taken more than one hearty draught of wiiie, which was 
served in proportion, he hethouirht himself tl.ai ins wander- 
ings for the day were not ycr *)vcr. Takin<r advantnere, there- 
fore, of the noise and coufusinti iiu idental to a })opui;u toast, 
he got up and made his exit» snicerely praying that the king 
might live long rutninrh to stive many more such feasts, aud 
that he himself miiilii i)t one of the company. 

On descending into the Cour du Mai, he found that its 
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whofo «m WM fiUtd with tdbtaiy crowded widi eoinpany» 
mmy of whoM wote die iwy lowest of die popidooe« Nesr 
the stairs, liowover, diero irore Donefomr iadividMie of m 
hifbernak wliMihedfooaddie tabieel^^ aad 
he Usiened for a moment^ as bepaesody to aTOiee whiah seen* 
ed to be familiBr to his ear. 

**Itell yoB,. masters," said the speaker, it wa# voddng 
to this ; the "EngUsh hogs like eatins^ too well themselves to 
^ve -generously to another. Henry V. deserved to lose the 
first city in Europe, weie it only lor his iwniirry feast.' Why, 
I'd as lief dine with a hfuuar under a hed^^^e, as sit here and cat 
the cold scraps of a kiug, wnh iiardly a cup of wine to wash 
them down ? The very poor of the H6t^l Dieii cried shame 
of it. Down with the English ! say 1. Come, my masters, 
plcdiie me to this toast, ' Down withihe English, and up with 
the banner of St. Luce !' " 

** Bravo, my friend," cried the Scot, ns he passed hy, 
Down with the English, and up with the banner oi St, 
Luce 

What, is it thou ? H^t thou eaten, ha ? Uast&lied Ihy 
belly ? Art satisfied r* 
** Abundantly." 
And wilt thoa stiU talk of Pe|th is the same day with 

Pari? ?" 

^ Never, never/' wisweied the knight, who was sow im 

0Xee\\c-n^ humour. 

•« 8it down, then, in 6od*8 name," said the molitfied eche* 
Tin, **8itdown ; liere is more to eat, and wine without stint.'" 
Another tUne, fUend echevin ; although a Scot, I would 
not eat you up at one meal 1" And in the midst of the laugh 
whidi this little sally oeeasioned, he made his esoape fifom 
the bouse of feasting. 



OHAPTBRIL 

The streets were still crowded ; and the stranger, caleale- 

ung that the students would not betake themselves to dwbf 
colleges foi some time yet, amused himself with wandetinf 
about the precincta of the palace and Notre Dame. lilO 
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idiM of whidif.eoUeclM by Si. Louis alene, coet mofe thaii 
a lumdirad llioiinad livm toimoi«« But thia price will not 
be Ae ngfat extmragenty if U is leeottected, tbat among the 
Hiasbles tbeie wts not only a piece of the true croes, bat a 
portioD of the ideatieal iron which pierced the s|de of ChrisU 

Aioimd the cathedral there were grouped se many chuiohes 
that one iftight have imagined himself«. oa- such a spoit to be 
altogether me from the intrasioii of sin ; bat besides the gatr 
lows of the bishop, which spoke eloquently of crime and saf- 
feringt there were other objects calculated to drag the thoughts 
of the pass.er-by from heaven to earth. In passing through a 
certain street, the knight was accosted by females, whose 
shameful trade was cvideiit by their want of thc^ custom-iry 
hood, denied to them by statute. This pla^'C, existing from 
time iiameniorial in the h«jly ground of the Cite, was called 
the Val d'Amour; and the inhabitants louned a female con- 
frene with St. M-if^dahMi Ibr patroness, Avhoae fete they cele- 
hriited with religious lestivilierf. But not only \vas the Wnus 
Vap-a thus converted to Christianity, hut the repentant mem- 
bers of the sisterhood were received as nuns under the name- 
of the Filles Dieu ; and the knight had seen distributed, during 
the procession, at the door of their convent in the Rue St. 
Denis, n ^^ilver goblet full of wine to all who passed by and 
ehose to drmk. 

As the evening closed in, the tumult of the streets began> 
to die away ; and tlie noise of the waters of the Seineyas they 
boiled and whirled among the wheels of the Pout*aaz«Mett^ 
mers» rose above the lessened di]i».aQd seemed 

Impofiing «ilenc6 with a «tiUj Bound. 

Even without inquiring, tlie stranger easily found his way to 
the bridsre winch led to the university, by the crowd of bbck * 
figures bending thither, from all q,uarters, theur sometimes un- 
steady steps. 

When at length he had reached the left bank of tlie river» 
he found himself in altogether another town, dillering from 
the one he had left in every characteristic, both moral ^d 
phrsieal* Few shops, few merchants, few tradesmen were 
to be seen — few even of the omni-coloured nondescripts who> 
belong,, one knows not how^i to a city. But mstead, there was 
a p9pulatioii of black figures^ black cloaksj black cowls, and 
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a mass of black houses, more resembling public bujidiiigs, 
than private dwelUngs. Yet, on nearer inspection, the same 
inequalities were observable which are seen m exery Inroi- 
collection of human habitations. Some of the honors were 
old, some new ; some mean, some majestic; and their occu- 
piers, in the same way, exhibited, in the outward mm, aU ihe 
varieties of sublunary fortune. 

The knight, in inquiriog hifl way, addressed himself like 
a fnrudent stranger, to the more respectable elaaa of the pa^ 
8et»4>7— to Ihoae whose aubstantial-lookiDg tabards, worn 
over Iheir college dreasy showed that they were at least gra- 
duates of the uoiveraity ; but after aoine time he fotiad him- 
aeif involved in a labyrinth of mean and ^narrow atreetet 
where the appearance and manners of the inhabitants were 
but little calculated to inspire eon^dence. Oionpa of sta- 
denla rolled along, quarrelling and fighting ae they went; 
semana^ mingled widi laughter, were heard bom eivery open- 
ing ; and the dash of weapons^ often more sonoroas than 
cndgdsy made the atranger at laat bethink himaelf, whether 
be bad not made aome odd miatake— whether he was in 
reality traversing the Jerusalem of seienee» the holy city of 
priests and sdimam ? 

Whil? hesitating for a moment as the idea beenned to him, 
he was suddenly and violently pushed by a party of students, 
who appeared to have been skulking behind him ; and the 
Scot, notwithstanding his good liumour, instantly collared 
the nearest otVender. This, of course, produced a roiv, 
which seemed to be ail thai ihe black gowns wanted ; and in 
an instant, three or four cudgels were whistling about his head 
at the same time. Still he did not draw his swoid, for the 
weapon in its sheath avlis hard and heavy enough almost to 
make up for the oJiib against him ; wliile the Jiauberk beneath 
his coat of arms tl fended his body from serious injury. In 
other respects, however, he was not more tlian upon a par 
v:\\h the enemy. His coat was merely an ornameutnl t'^ar- 
meiit emblazoned with the arms of his familv; his imiiu use 
spurs, maiic in the fashion of the age, as large as a man's 
hand, somewhat impeded his pedestrian motions; and on liis 
head he wore only the common pointed cap of the time, pro- 
tected from spirits rathes than men« by a sprig of the holy 
rowan tree, or mouat&in-ash. 

But his forbearance, attributed, in all probability, to a dread 
of the Univorsity—whicb leamsd body would have hung» 
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without mercy, a much more distinguished rnrtn for shedding 
the blood of a scholar in any quarrel — only mcreased the 
violence of his assailants. While wondering whether this 
was any thing more than aa ebaliiUon of the blackguardiam 
of the most turbulent youth in Eorope, his doubts were at 
once diMipated by «n exdamatton whieh mingkd with the 
shouts and yells accompanying the attadc* 
- Doum mth the fuUe Scot J'* cried one of the students; 
and the young knight, perceiving at once that he was in dan* 
get of assassinalioD) slood no longer upon ceremonyt but drew 
his sword. His enemies were, no doabt, some of the 
English who had been peratitted» oat of respect to the Uni> 
veraity, to remain at their colleges $ and such were the feel^ 
ings which' existed at that time between &e two nations, thai 
the eneigtes of the Scot were now still more roused by na* 
ticfial hate than by the instinct of self-presenatioii* 

His new positionf however, was only caleulaied to aocelo- 
rale his fate ; for at ^e same time three of the students threw 
down their cudgels, and drew a short two-edged sword, con- 
cealed under their gowns ; and which, stran«rc as it may seem, 
under such circumstances, they had probably been prevented 
from usiiii: before, by certain feelings of honour, Ai liie 
sight of this weapon, iorbitli!* ii to their order, our adventurer 
perceived that the case was now become very serious in- 
deed; and having an excessive repugnance to the idea of 
being thus put to death in a corner, he heo-an to shout histily 
for help, and at the same time to help lumself ^ith redoubi<^d 
ener-n^ 

"Shame upon you, ye pock-puddin^!^ !** cried a voice at 
this juncture, from a window above thetr head, **to fall like 
a pack of liounds upon a single man ! Who is it ye are 
slaughtering now ? One of yourselves I trust," — for by this 
time the daylight was almost entirely gone, and the speaker, 
who had been attracted to the window by the shouts, could 
not at first distinguish colours. 

It is a knight, ye false loons I" continued he, in a tone 
of greater interest, as he bent out of the window, ** a belted 
knight! and, holy saints! a 8cot«--and his cognizance^-O 
Christ At these words the speaker suddenly disappeared ^ 
from the window, biit tiie next moment his Toiee was heard ' ^ 
sounding like distant thunder through the house. ( 

Bauldy, Nigel, Andiew,'* simted he, olnbe, ye villains f | 
hurry for your lives] What hd! lodMteseuel It ia a kindly j 
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Bcot, and a Douglas to boot-— Saint Bride for 4be Bleeding 
Heart !" and with this Cfy he darted out of the doorway, fol- 
lowed hy iktee wild uncouth-looking figures, who niehed in 
peU-jBidi among the sittdents^'deaiin^ right and left such sud- 
den and tremendous blows, that esch individnal had floored 
his man almost before their presence was observed by the 
belligerents. 

The kiiight, having now more ^Ibow roomt seeonded his 
friends so stoutly that blood began to flow in great abundanee ; 
and the tread of a body of horse being heard ai the same tone 
in the distance, denoting the approach of the night guard, the 
English, if English they were, at length fairly took lo flight. 

Not a step!'^ cried the leader of 2ie rescue, as the knight 
was ab5ut to follow in pursuit, not a step for your life ! 
And know, messire, that however well ofT you may think 
yourself at this blessed moment, that red puddle which you 
have spilt upon the street, may yet eost you your neck ! But 
come, these EnL^lit^h cut-throats, it must he allowed, have 
some indistinct notions oi* propriety, afier all ; they will give 
and take whole skinfuls of broken bones over uiL'lit, but are 
not the lads, like some other nations I wot of, to go groaning 
and blubJ^ering to the rector in the morning." 

** And yet," snid the kmj^ht, " notwithstanding the'boasted 
virtwes ot the English, I am iiappy that 1 owe life and limb 
to my own countrymen." 

"Spoken like a tme Scot!" cried the rescuer: but 
come, there is no wisdom In standing hen- in the dark, till 
the guard come up ; and so, messire, you must just step into 
the college, nnd let us have a crack till the jaw fjo l>^'." 

The st'\ir was in utter darkness, and so runious, that the 
ascent took some time. In the meanwhiiei the coadaotoi 
continued to be the spokesman of the party. 

" Don't be in a hurry," said be, " for in a case like this-^ 
I should say a stauNsase-haste is not the father of speed. 
Tott must know, I am a Douglas myselU by the mother's 
side ; and that is the reason why my heart warmed to the 
eqigmzance of the house, when I saw it on your ooatof araw* 
But mind the next 8tep-«^heve--*hoo( & I should have sai4 
the hole where the step was i but I hope you are not mueh 
hurt. We eoUegiaiui, you see are a thought' wild at times, 
and besides, the stair is elder than our day i and Bar.ldy 
there, and Nigel, and Amhew, some whiles eoi^tsive, Uod 
kaews by whaltadk they manage i^ to g^ thek monttiti W 
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the wine-fiask ; aud then they come triumphing home in a 
.way that no stone and lime can ftt»id. And now we are in 
the adioolnmBi* Ceiknt arma togee. I alwajpt pvtmy stick 
where it can be ibund in theiiark. Bauldy, my maiiy»wiU 
you not have tlie decency to light the candle 1 thai 10, if there 
be any of it left: if not we can easily rive apiece off tfaie 
bench, and make a fire, which will answ^ the parpone aa 
w6ll ; and when the regent sees the damage in the morning, 
it it easy laying it upon the rata,'* ' ' ' - 

Batddy, however, after much nimmaging, found a amaU 
dirty bit of tallow candle, and at length awseeeded in lighting 
it* Wlule this operatipn waa going on, the knight, who had 
atood for aome time in profound ailenee, anddenly grasped 
the arm of bta rescuer, and demanded in a voice neither veiy 
ideor* nor very steady, Am I really in what b oattad the 
Scottish college ? Speak!" : 

*' Take off your liiigers from my arm, then, my nian," re- 
plied i!ic si Jiolar; *' I can speak "without the screws. Truly, 
are you in the Scottisli follego ; and allhough 1 say so wlio 
should he silent, there is not a collep^e like it in the whole 
university !" At this moment the li«ht gave a sudden llure, 
and was as instaataneously extiuguished by the awivwardneas i 
of Bauld}''. 

" God be gracious to me !" exclaimed die scholar—** What 
is this ? My heart leaps to iiiv mouth ; the tears rise into 
my eyes ; old tiiiips, and old places, and old ineiids, and old 
by-rroT-ip dreams eonu back, as if conjured by a&peil ! Speak ! 
Wlio are yott I Bui need 1 aak I You are a I)ottglaa; you 
are — " 

<* David cried the knight, opening his arms as the fiame 
of the candle re-appeared. 

<* Archibald and the two friends fell on one another's 
necks ; the one struggling with bis tears, and the othei, less ' 
acquainted with the customs of soeie^, weeping aloud. 

** And you, that I thought were nefet lo have left home!'* 
said David, when they had recoveied bvsath; ** more espe> 
cially, after tbs eonnexien of your name with Fnmoe had 
ceased, or at least, had becMO nothing more than a name» 
by the death of your chief, Ead Archibald, doke of ToimdBe ! 

me, friend and comrade of my young days, and eonsm 1 
tve &mes removed-^tsU me, Aiehibaid of the Btaes, wlmt 
made yon leare your ftdier*s iieaida 

w o wani t** lepUed Sir AieUInU; •'mj ftther ! 
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Il dmi ia a iMwdtr bnfx my pdiiMiif to «aftMi mp by ih« 
tteditoip I ttd, as ft iMolIic oC tlM iHfeis 11^ 
impudeiilify mat up to me to-d»yi I lim com to Ffaaoei 
that T may conti^ne, aa horetofinet to eat of the whealett 

bread, and drink of tbe ted wine/* * 

Alas, the day 1" ejaculated his friend ; ** he was a worthy 
man, your fuLhcr, and my mother's near cousin ! It is no 
wonder I did noi know yon, for you are a head (aller, and 
your voice is like a drum. But you bleed, Arciuljaid I'* 
** It is nothing." 

*« No more it is : .lud if otherwise, we know nothing here 
of the art of the leech, which Messire Waller of Metz justly 
casteth into contempt, as h'-^iving only lo do with the pen>h- 
ing hodj". It has no part in our clergy, fonutrly termed liie 
(ririu7n and quadrivhim^ and which consisteth only of tlie 
noltle arts and seienees of aslronoiny, mnsir, jpcometrv. logic, 
natural philosoph\ , and ji^rainmar. When tiiese hids are 
wounded, which happens to fhem, poor fellows, se\en tinirs- 
a week— Set down the candle, Bauldy, and don't hoI<l ii at 
us, as if we were world's wonders , and wipe your eyes, and 
that your mouth, my man : he is come, Douglas, of gentle 
kin, and is every inch of him a kindly Scot. And there ia 
Nigel, with a headful of tory hair like a comet, he is a cousin 
not far removed of my own; and Andrew at his back« who 
ooanta lineage with the Kerrs of Oessford. Away with ye 
now ^ bedt atra* Fye, I heard the bell of the ignilegtimit 
or eoatre-fen, an hour ago ; and besidea, I hare a long eieck 
to get orer with 8ir Asehibald: for you already know, my 
fiienda, that, although an Armatrong by ifame and by nature, 
I have tbe Mood of the Dougiaaea in my veioa/' 

The Soottiah atndenta, who appeaved to he entirely nnder 
the nmoagemant of Dafid Armatrong, took the hint promptly ; 
and, after ahaking hands roughly anid wannly with Sir Arehi* 
bald, retired to find their way to bed ia the dark. 

And mind me, lada," cried David, bawling after them 
before he lAnit the door, it will hardly be worth while to 
take off your clothes so late; but keep your cudgels within 
arm's length at the least, in case of call ; and ahove all things, 
commend your sonls to the care of God and the Blese>ed Vir- 
gin bt tore ye dare to close an eye!" 

"ISot lliat i would have you tliink, Archibald/" continued 
he, after he had fastened the door, ** that they are likely to 

lox^t ihfiir psayem, poor lads ; ot, in iact, for all my 
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Upon ih0 aittr, that they m more ebrioris of» in tbe vidftr 
Bpeseh, given to drink, most of tbe other itadeiito : Sot 
enough oi this for the pieeent; yon will know them better^ 
if you remain long in Paris/' 

«« I have cauee to know thfson alieidy," 0aid Doaglae, *^ and 
to reinember them aU my life ; but as for how long I shall re* 
main in Parte, or whither I may bend my steps when I lee^e 
it, or what I am to be about; these are questions, my dear 
friend, that I cannot answer, seeinr that I am in profoand 
ignorance upon the subject myself." 

Well, if that is not amazing ! So near a kinsman, and 
a godson to boot, of the Earl Archibald of Doogli^, duke of 
Tourains, whose soul may heaven assoil! Why, I should 
have thought you might have put forth your hand at will 
among the loaves and fishes. But it is the way of the world, 
I suppose. The Eaii is dead on tlie field of batde ; and so 
is his son; and so aic most of the five tliousand brave Scots 
they brought over with them; and the English are flying the 
country, bewitched even by tlie ashes of that wonderful 
wench Jean; and Cbarles Vll. is the little kiii^ of Bonrges 
no more, but the master of lordly France. VV eii 1 well ! 
well!" 

Your tliouglits fly too fast, good David, and overshoot 
the murk. 1 have been received by king Charles with a 
distinction due to the name 1 bear; and I have reason to be- 
lieve, that my chance at court is far higher than my personal 
deserts. But yet, I know not how it is; I feel, as it were, 
unseized* I — and the knight paused^ and observed that 
the candle wanted snuffing. 

While Armstrong was performing this operation, slowly 
and methodically, by taking out the candle-end from its socket 
with one hand, and decapitating the burnt wick with the finger 
and thumb of the other,'he threw a keen glance of observar 
tion upon his friehdy between his halMosed eye-lids. His 
expansive and sagacions brow then began to curi towards the 
nose ; he sucked in his cheeks ; and his month twisted itself 
awry ; but having subdued Aese indecorums of featoies usu- 
ally characterised by a kind of good-tempered sokmnityt be 
turned gravely to' the knight. 

Archibald of the Braes," siud he» ** I was forgetting to 
ask aiWr the health of Margaret Leslie of the Lynhead/' 

" Alas, poor girl! she is dead of consumption long ago." 
May her soul £ind grace 1 But it waii rather the young 
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you may lemember yon foogbt io bitterly with the koigbl oC 
Lochmahow* when as yet you were both pagpe»'' 

Agnee of the HdmoB*" veplied 8lr AKhlbald compoMd- 
ly, ^* la now the wife of the knif ht of Loohmakow*** 

" A-hem! And Mary Elliot? whom in om wild dayt, may 
the Lord forgive ua! we used to cadi the Virgin Mary, be- 
cause of her pride and fierceness to the younir men." 

** Tush I her golden hair has turned as red as Nigel^s/" 

** GoiPs will he done \ 1 have nothing to say to it." 

At this nioiiiciil the candle sunW lo tlve hotloni of the deep 
socket, wheace it cniittcd only a fitful ghire. The uj.ai utient 
was vast, and solidly built; but time aud neglect Jiad dil'at'cd' 
and iJijured the masMve walls, which they eonid not altoge- 
ther ruin. Some benches seemed to l)c the only luruiture; 
and these were fanned of rouirh pinnks, w hich liad experi- 
enced at divers limes the fate so reeeiidy threatened them: 
but a dusky object, also, appeared in liie distance, whieh 
might have been a pulpit, or other seat of honour, conse- 
crated to the service of the regent. The fire-place was a 
vast gulf, which contained the dust and liiler of the school, 
for aught we knoWy from the time of St« Louis ; but the dampt 
uawhoiesome air of the room proclaimed, that fuel wis not 
considered an object of neceasily in the Soottish ooliege. 

When the kniglit had gazed for some moments at thia 
scene, by the dying light of the candle, he withdrew hia eyes, 
to fix them on the face of hia friend. David Armttronff^s 
featurae were aU decidedly handsome ; but taken colleotivoFy, 
they formed a portrait more full of what is called character, 
than manly beaii^« Hia expansive forehead was Interaeeied 
by several small honsontal wrinkles ; his eyes, glowing ra* 
tner than sparklusg with a steady light, were set deep in his 
Ibead, and overhung l)y dark eyebrows, delicately pencilled^ 
bot aonswhat fuller than became his age ; his nose, arc lied, 
massive, and firmly placed, conveyed ui idea of decision and 
determination; while his mouth and chin, divested of the 
beard, expressed a degree of benevolence amounting to soft- 
ness ; and his head was surmounted by a small, round, black 
cap, almost the shape of the skull; from the sides and back 
• 'i winch, a inas3 of dark matted hair fell down to his shoul- 

Ts. His n ow a, open in front, and betraying every possible 
mark, l)ut}i of iicsflect and strife, disclosed a strong square- 
built, yet symmeUricali %ure of the middle height; while the 
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hood, or cowl, I'ailint^ in ali.sohiic rags upon his back, threw 
an air of poverty and desolatioa over a porirait which, otiier- 
wise, would liave been only striking and picturesque. 

As Sir Archibald iouked, the embarrassment h inch had 
been visible in his manner wore off, and an expresaioo of 
kindness, tinged witli pity, took its place- 

** My dear friend," s:m! he, ^rraspinjr the liand of his old 
comrade, " it was to answer ali your questions; to ull you 
all I know ; and to crave the counsel, and, it need be, the aid 
of one who is wise and true, as weU as brave; it was for this 
that I am hex^ UHoigiit. But there is now no time for a story 
like mine; it is late, and we shall soon be in the dark; and, 
to my the tmthy David, I feel tha4 1 ought not to speak to 
yo« here of any affairs but your own**' David'e eye» foU 
lowed those of his friend round the roonn. 

is wellHiised,*' said be, 'Uhat you most illow; and 
yet not so well eared for ae it miglit be. The troth itf we 
atodents, as I said before^ are a thoo|^ wildt as il wore ; and 
although, in this iodividual college, owing to the waFf aiwi 
aeeideiiie» and desertions^ oor whole iramber, at the p re s en t 
Ueseed moment, amounts to no more than fear; yet Baoldy, 
and Nigel, and Andrew, poor fellows, will.hafo a break om 
at times, and then stone and wood eannot hold themt Man! 
I haye seen them battle their way home, with a train of friends 
and enemies at tlieir heels, till within these fenr walls we 
were seven seore of us poor scholars, all fighting pell-mell, 
like so many devils!" 

"Poor scholars iiul« »m1 1" 

** And then, you see, ArchibalJ, the luxuries of the world, 
in whole furniture, and evenly-plastered \\ :iUs, and swept 
lioors, and darni d nouns, and such like vanities, would ill 
become the vocauuii to wliich we are called-^'* 

«* Hold ! what vocation may that be?" 

•« Wh it vocation may that be?" exclaimed the student with 
heat, '* was there ever sul^Ii itrnornnce h(^:ii d teii oi t iio you 
not know that we are tlie clerks oi ihi- L'tiiversity ? Do you 
not see the sat rod tonsure?" and snatch in ir olT his cap, he 
showed his scaip bare about a hand's-brendth. The knight 
stared in amazement — he even felt ihe bald crown ofilislrtendt 
with sompthintr hke the iiilidolity of 8t. Thomas. 

** Yes, Arciuhald of tlic Hraes," continued David with so* 
lemnity, we are priests before the Lord, every mother's ses 
of usl But we are Ml umirsi my dear fhsnd; omikmcm^ 




mmumauM. iff 

tnrjTf we bait wHh m vriagioM hatved aU such iaajr and Ittin* 
now vagabomls. We are not brediren of Uua or that order, 
iNit hrethrea of dM whole Gospel ; we are aBpiraata of the ' 
hc^y lUBiatryy whereof tiie OBiiiialani m the eaaona rmlar 
of the chmh of Ofariatr 

. Yott flimat allow, aotwithataadiiif^'* aaid JDoegiae, whan 
he had laaoveiod torn hia mirpriaot ilMt the ehoroh tahaa 
fa«l U«Ae MTsal eara of her nmfaerjr." 

Too ameh! loo Buiehl** Toplwd hia fnmidt ^ oar privi- 
legea mute m one thoae of the elargy and w>baity. hid. hi 
it nodung to belong to a body which eontrcda the Terjr ataiaf 
whiflh givee ite saoetifm, «M>i]}eti mes, even to a treaty oi peace T 
which cites the very magi^strates before its tribunal ? which ex- 
communicates the officers of ^overnmerK themselvc^s, when 
ihey put forth their tax-gatiioriiig Engeid upon the carnal 
wealth of a scholar ?'' 

" UiiL touching this cninal wealth—" 

•* Why, it is but a few years, 1 may say, since messire 
de Savoisy, the chamberlain of the king, was dismissed from 
his office, and bnnished the kinerdom, because some of his 
people rode through our procession on its way to 8t. ('aiherine 
of the Vnl des Ecoliers, thereby compelling the poor students 
lo break the heads of the intruders with stones! 

** That is excellent," exel aimed the knight, rubbing his 
iiands; " but I would fain Ivitow by what tiieans the IJniver- 
tsity exorcises a power to extraordiuary, ami» oo doubt* so rea- 
aonablc." 

** By means of a hiiinMc remonstrance and piMiiifui, im- 
ploring the ^jorprnuient with tears and groans, as it were, not 
to drive it to the cruel necessity of exiling itself from a city 
where soeh outrages could be perpetrated with impunity. 
SnppoatBr the dooement, for instance, to be addressed to the 
king, it shall cowBenoe thus, * Vivat rex ! Wiw^i rex ! vivat 
rex \ May he live corporeally; may he live spiritually; may 
he live rfviHy; may he live spiritually, lastingly, aad reason- 
ably. This beautiful salolation is offered aad propoaed by 
Ike daughter of the king, by &e fair dear aoii of Fraaoe, and 
of alt Chiiataadoaa— * " 

^ By whoBit in llie name of the aauita<** 

^« By « Ae daag^ter of the king/ I aay* « thaHoiiatainof att 
flislaiieer the light of oar ftith, the baaoty, the ofnament, the 
honoar ofFVanee and of the worid^the Uniwatty of Paria/ '* 
BxoallenI, woadnrM 1*' 
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Or» mppoung the reetor petitiona in behalf of liii «]iflbr» 
ing mother^ ee in the aforesaid affair oi measive de 8avoi0]ry~ 
Ob ezpoaing to yom* aaya he, * RieaaeigDonra,*-^r, yon aee^ 
we were at that time even as a hdpleas orphan* because of 
the lunaey of king Charles VI., and were therefoiB obliged to 
addreaa the parltranent^' la exposing to you, ineaBeigneinni«^ 
—end a alight snofle, but so tight as to be Imdly obsorvabie, 
gave a richnejMs to the scholar'a voice,—* the pitiful and very 
miserable complaint of the daughter of the king, my mother, 
the university of Paris, I shall commence by a suitable say» 
iog of Scripture : Estote misericordus V '* 

Good 1 good I ha I ha ! ira I" ishouted the knight; and his 
hearty laugh, which had been preparing while the student 
81)oko. ninir through the room. David Armstrong, however, 
contnuied with imperturbable gravity, and without noticing, 
even by the siightesi expression of feature, the mirth of his 
friend. 

'* A« for r:irfinl wealth, Archibald," said he, " ppf ing- that 
we are but :-cekers after wisdom, and fore-desimed ministers 
of the sanetuary, what eiul would it serve? In ^fonernl, we 
are bursars; and it is only lately that they have begun to 
throw open the colleges to boarders and day-scholars. Ifsii- 
pendi?iries of the school, the regent, who is but human after 
all, tries, no doubt, to turn the peuny by us as well as he can; 
if martinets — for so we term those who are able to flit about, 
like swallows, from teacher to teacher — ^the Lord have mercy 
upon us, when it comes to argumentations and examinatiooa I'* 

^* That is to say, yon are a» badly off in one caae aa in the 
other." 

Not so: the bursars are educated, and supposed to bo fed 
at the expense of the founders of the bursary { while the maiv 
tinets must feed themselves, and pay beeidea a matter of fomr 
sons a month, for leave to learn in the eoUage." 

<<Thnt nrcouttts," said Douglas with emotion, for the 
speetacla I witnessed with horror and disgust to-day in tho 
public streets*" 

They were not Scotol" cried the etudent quieUy, and 
he withdrew his face into the shade. «* But what matters it!** 
added he, after a moment*s pause, poverty is the badge of 
die sehdar, and will be so to the end of time; and if there be 
amo|ig*n8 those who cry in the highways for bread ra&er 
ihaa die like wnives, without a howt— why, Arehibald," and 
he leant forward once more, and allowad tiie lig^t to stream 
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fnW on his untroubled brow — " why, man, they lune hvf I^UMli 
Uk philosophy, that is all that neeils be said.* 

** Scholarship, David," said the knightf ** who ao longes 
felt any desire to kugh, is with you a profession. Tell me« 
what are your hopes ? What are yoor pmpopts f Tim ohiKch 
is a lucrative and noble field." 

Truly is it, Arehilmld/' replied the student, the ohureh 
is indeed a lucrative and noble field ; lucrative Id the lieh, and 
noble lo the highrdescended ! But betides the emdl mmbet 
of rich and aoUet beeidea Uie protegees of the leelor, and the 
couaioe, and cater-cousine of the etgbiy regeiili» there are 
thir^ tbotMend of ue hefe who ere nelAer rioh nor ooble» 
who call not the lector fiiead, oor tbe lefeaie coaeia. To read 
Jay fortune^ yon nmet ealenlate the ehaiiee of tfaeae thirty 
ChoiMand ia the mase, aad then divide that chance into thirty 
thoneand {iart»-«<»ie whereof is mine*** 

At tlua onuioiie eoiicliieioa« the flame of the candle ilaeh* 
ed enddenly up, ilhimining for a moment with a dvU imper- 
ieot i^are the dreary room, and bringing out, in Rembrandt 
lights and shadows, the remaikable head of the student, and 
the martial figure of the young knight. It then sunk as sud- 
deaiy in the socket, and disappeared in utter darkness. 

** And now, Vrchibald," said David Armstrong, continuing 
to spi;ak as if an eclipse of the kind had been of too common 
an occurren( {" to be wortiiy oi remark, You will ask why I 
continue to waste my life la so hopeless a pursuit ? You wiU 
ask—" 

''AskI interru[)i(d the knisflit with indignation, as he 
started up from the bench, and llouadered out into the middle 
of the room, where his voice sounded amidst the obscurity 
like the voice of one crying in the wilderness, ** I will ask, 
indeed, why Philip Armetrong's son chooses to sit starving 
of hnngeTf and shivenuDg with cold, in a den of wild beasts 
rather than buckle harness on his back, like his ancestors be- 
fore him, and earre out his way to fortune with his fathw*s 
sword ! Why, man* thou art brwitrhcd ! They have 
thrown a spell over thee with tlieir hellish gibberish, which 
hae benumbed ihy facalttes. What ho! Awake 1 Come 
with me into die light of dayi and let us be comrades in 
snns, as we once weiebfother hnpe in mischief 1 Trust ine» 
this night-mare of the soul willTaoWiatonablaat of the war- 
tnimpet V* 

It would, it wonld 1" oaed m etotaitr tiflin«» J luiow 
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ifaai it woddi (ma I» who Mumgh ate offy die glorie* 
of acianoef and who fed by anticipadoa the prida, the power,, 
the O Archibakl,^ yoa eannot eom|irefaeiid , me. i eat of 
the oomeirti and diink of the thinnest? ny bisd is of straw, 
my apparel of rags, my habitation of ruins ; and think you 
that I look for my reward in the gown of a curt or a curb's 
vicar? No : I have an nim far higher thiin your eye can 
reach, or even your <qu1 untierstaiid ! But this is not the 
tiiue to be more explicit. My struggles on one iiaiulj and 
misgivings on the other, have of late been severe ; but the 
hour approaches ([uickly which shall determine niy fate." 
Douglas could hear the unquiet step oi the speaker in the 
remotest corners of the apartment, and the labouring sigiis 
with which he was delivered of tliese words : and ior a mo- 
ment the idea entered his mind ih;il his friend vv a*^ jn;-:ane ! 

David," said he. will you accompany me to jny lodg- 
ings ? It is cold here as well as darkf and the breath of hea- 
ven will do us both good." 

** Of a snrety," replied David, in his usual tone, I will 
not leave you to year own guidance on the hill of Saint Ge- 
nevieve. Come, where aie yoa now ? Yoa are not the first 
who lost his way in the grove of Academns* There, take 
hold of my eowlf— hut not so^ as if it was a banner- which 
you were wresting from the enemy. The dress of a stn- 
denty I assure yevt <^osts money » and the tailor's aoooantt be* 
sides, is written in Latin: * Pro capooo/ somach ; * pro cor- 
nets cum fareitura,' the Lord knows how much more. And 
now, being at the middle of the stair, you will make a wide 
straddle to get over the hole, whose diepdis yon would needa 
explore in coming up ; and there is no need Ibr startmg as if 
you heard un^q>eeted thunder, when it is only Bauldy, and 
Nigel, and Andrew, poor fellows, slumbering like babes in 
the next room. We are now in the stiaat It must be late 
indeed, for all is quiet.** 

The friends pursued their way, giudud [nore by the local 
knowledge of Armstrong, than by the laaipij that burned 
dindy, here and there, before statues and pictures of the 
saints. As they approached the side of the river, they met 
more than one passenger, cominof on with a lanlhern in one. 
hand and a sword in the other ; hut ilic Hn unijtjrs always took 
to flight on sccmg two persons wandering idonsr in the d irk. 
They at leno^th reaclied the bridge leadini^^ to the paiace, 
where ti^ix Archibald had been assigned a iodgiog* 
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You 9xe WW at hoiiMi«** Mid the atodeiit, I shall be 
with yoQ to-moRow, if I em a living mao* a(\er the fii^t clasa ; 
end in the mean timOf go straight to your bed, without turn- 
lug to the tight o? U> tk^ lefty luid the fadasiiiig of the eahite 
go with you 



CHAPTER III. 

. The atadeai stood gatsing for some time afler his friend* 
till his form had disappeared in the darkness, and the echo of 
his tread died away. He then tightened his leathern belt, 
drew lus gown more closely round him, pulled the tattered 
cowl over his brow, and rrussing his arms upon his bosom, 
walked slowly homewanl, like a man plunged in tfie deepest 
meditation. The great city slept. The night wind sighed 
along the isireets, as if they had been ruins; and theTiver an- 
swered with its stilly voice, to the smim!. It wa? the hour 
when spirits were supposed to he p rimiu d to walk the 
earth : and when the noT!^ej« nrA\ iiuLs and waters were easily 
syllabled into their mystic speechy by the iautgiaations of 
men. 

Dayid, however, seemed either free from iho erstiiion of 
the timOftOr hie preoccupied mind afforded no room for its 
fiantaetie cfeations. He walked slowly on, without raising 
his eyes from the ground, till he had almost reaehed the 
Scottish College I he then turned suddenly into a lane to the 
right; his footsteps bee^e both swifter and lighter; and if 
hfe dark fignre had been seen gliding thus quickly and noise- 
leedy thtongh the ^oon, he might have been taken himself, 
for one ot the sopematiml behigs who haunt the night. 

Vnm one long and tortnona Une, he glided* into another, 
till it might have seemed that he was walking for ezercise, or 
ibr die purpose of counting every turning ana winding on the 
peo^ed hiU of Saint Genevieve. At l^gth he stopped be- 
fore a mean and minons4ooking houae, in dte daikest part of 
a dirty and almost deserted street. This,. epparsnUy, was 
his destination. After looking round for a moment, as if to 
riiake sure lhat he was not observed, he plunged into a mise- 
rable gateway, the dour of w hich, unnecessary se it seemed 
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l» die fomttf of ^ inltabitants, vi0 unfasteflid* He crossed 
Ifai tiloBt oonrt; entered the door of what ieemed i& Ibnaor 
tiaeB 'to lum been a kitchen, and found himaelf beycmd In a 
kbyiinth of Tooflese weUstand niined epertiMnte. Hem 
the student, after looking Tonnd once moxe, with baidljr necee- 
iary cantion> entered a low and nanrow opening, where die 
l^oom of the night was at once converted intontter daiknesa« 
After groping his way for some time, the path was shnt by 
a strong door, which he opened by of a eoncealeid 

spring ; and having entered, he closed it carelnlly behind him. 
Another, another, and another barrier of the same kind were 
passed, the level of the ground always sinking as he proceed- 
ed, till he appeared to have descended into the very bowels 
of the hill of the University. At length his art seemed to be 
at fault: a door of treble strength, which he tried like the 
Others, refused to yield ; and, after listening for n iiiouient, lie 
struck three blows with a stone upon the massive frame. The 
summons wt^s answered speedily from within, in a voice 
which sounded distant and indistinct. 

Wlunn .-eekest thou was the challenge. 

Trismeijisliis," replied the studi-nt. A nnnblin^^- noise 
oi bolts and locks then succeeded ; and ilie heavy door began 
to revolve upon its hinges, till, having opened to the width of 
a few inches, its progress was suddei^y cheeked by a strong 
iron chain. 

Is it thou?" said the voice qnerulously | Art thou come 
at last?'' and before David could open his ejres, blincie 1 by 
the glare of a lamp, the chain feD* and he found himselfdxawii 
impattenUyv but leebly, into the room. 

Stand not«" said his host, whispering tremukmsly, while 
he performed this operation, but come m at once 1 Hosh ! 
Not a word above thy breadi ! What Ip-^cu wert not ob« 
served ? Art sure ? Silence ! Not a syUable tfll the door is 
fast. Now speak : no^ waste not time in words ; but come, 
for die great wovk stands, and I have need^f the strength of 
Ay young arm." 

The apartment had the appearance of a vast and lofty oblong 
cavern, cut with tolerable regularity at the sides, but roofed 
by the unhewn rock. At the farther end there was a ffreat 
furnace, on which a large upon cauldron bubbled audi hi}'; md 
near it stood a table covered with manuscripts and wniing 
materials. There were, also, disposed in various parts of the 
chamber, huge piles of tUtterent substances, chietiy of a min- 
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eral nature ; and here and ihere^ a smaller furnace and crucltta 
auraited lha seed of the operator. At the aidee of the oUoMg 
area were several dark vaulted Teoeeaes^ need apparently ae 
9tarehpuaee« and bearing a sortDf nide resemblance to a series 
of latend chapels opening from the nave of a Qothie ebnrck« 
This idea woald, no doubts have been farther assisted, in the 
mind of an ima^native spectator, b} the gfronnd risfng, 
towards the farther end of the cavern^ so as to look like a 
chancel : and by the huge and massive table near the wallbe- 
yondy occupying the place of the maater-altar. 

When the high-priest of this strange temple of Soienee, 
where the deity was as yet an idol, and the worship a blind and 
mystic superstition, had ran, rather than walked, up to the 
table, he sealed himself with the feverish hasie which charuc- 
tcrizeJ all his motions, and began to turn over the papers with 
a lixiiiulous hand. I lis dress was mean and common ; but -d 
cap of nnusally lar^e dimensions, and made of faded velvet, 
falJing over his brow till it overshadowed tlic eyes, c;"ave him, 
upon the whole, rather a sin<^ular appearance. About liisface 
theie was iioihing common-place. II is dark eyes still spark- 
led through the films ol age ; and looked up at the person he 
addressed with an eager, watchful, and suspicions glare, from 
beneath an overhangin!^ canopy of brows as while as snow. 
A hooked m^se, a well-lbrmed mouth, and a flat and irulix id- 
ually unmeauiug chin completed the inventory of his features; 
while these were scf off hv a loner white beard, that w^ould 
have looked venei ahlr it (•!< uo. lie was evidently a forei'{!KM' 
m Fiance, but of what nation it would have heen difficult to 
teil ; and yet, his was precisely the physiognomy whksh ex« 
cites, while puzzling, the curiosity. 

" Why hast thou tarried ?" said he, suddenly, as if revert- 
ing to an ides vhieh had escaped him in the hurry of his 
thoughts $ and paosing in his occupation, he fixed a glance of 
intense serutiny upon the student^s face. David Armstrong 
was standing beside the tabie* with his hands folded across 
his bosom, and engaged in perosiiig the features of the old 
nan with soeh nndimised earnestness, that the latter with^ 
drew his eyes as suddenly as he had raised them. 

Did ycni make a remaik, doetor V* said Dafrid«, awaking 
from his abstraoCion* 

«a asked a question/* veplied the doctor angrily, ''why 
Inwt thofu taitied t It fa not thy wontt ^ lovast not tho 
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ton omniiwwwi of thy oaltog«$ mid Uio line of (w fivenlaf 
nml ia long pMt'* 

«« I cMUPO BOt for warm oieate al night,*' aaid David $ if the 
tes he good* U wiO not he the wme far atanding. Bat as 
Jfor Ibe May, • which aeeiaa to you ao lenarfcahlet it wae 
eanaed hy the viait of a friewl.^ 

«^ Of a friend I What friend r 

" A foreigner/* 
A foreigner 1 What foreigner I A traveller? Whither 
have heen the steps of his pilgrimage I To tlie East ? My 
God; and these things are to be kept from me! What did 
he tell thee ? Does he know more than I ? Good David ! 
am not I thy iiiciid ? thy best friend ? thy only friend ? And 
thy supper, cold though it be — for 1 know thou lovest it cold 
— halh it not tarried even till now for thy comino^ ? Ho ! 
daughter I" and he opened a chink of a small door behind 
him ; ** the meal of the young man, even of ihe p-ood young 
man, David ! and a pint nf wine, daughter; y( :i, a whole 
pint ! Come David Stmiigarm, let us commune together. 
Are we not brethren ? Are we not lather and sou ? Do we 
iKU seek, hand in hnud, the hidden place of the Ter Maxiiinis, 
yea, of the Great Interpr* Kr? Who waa this visitor* this' 
•stranger, this traveller ? tSpeak !" 

At this moment the door opened, and David's supper appear- 
ed ; whereupon the student, who had hitherto waited patient- 
ly, found an opp(xrtanity of replying to his categorist, which 
he did in a voice so cold and sedafeSi as to oontiaat atra^gely * 
with the feverish tones of the other. 

He is a oaan of war," said he, and he kaowa hardly the 
names of the seven metals.'' 

The mael, not eold, hat ktznrioiialy warm, and set out 
with peculiar neatness en a wooden salver, was theoi ]^ae(Bd 
before the hnngry Seol; and a gleam of annshine seemed to 
steal over the still features of David Armstrong as he dipped 
his fiogeia in a baaia of waler, held to him by the Hebe of 
the feast. Thia was a young woman, who bore what is 
called a striking resembbnee to the doelor, and yet, wae m 
absolutely imlfte him aa one h^man being can be to another. 
Her eyea were aiagulaffy bright; and her eyehrowa fUUf lik« 
her father'a, but ezqnbitdy pencilled ; her nose, too, ww 
araiied, bot eo delicately meddled, that it woidd^ not hama 
neemed oot of plaee on a Greek atatne ; her month, half pout- 
iiig with a beaotifnl aenenaneas, appearod to reprove the 



Digitized by Google 



wtidies it inspired ; and a eliin, broad and anmea^tiaff ia tbe 
<dd mant wkea filled up in her wilh the rich fipe pbumpness 
<if yoQtllf ledeemed whh a daah of voloptoousness a certain 
vifgin-eererity of expresatooy which characterized the nmiI cfC 
tii0 portrait Her hair was w biaek ai night, and so luxuri* 
ut, that the simple head-gtar ato trm was hardly- able ip 
confine it within the customary bouadit $ whiles owiog per- 
Jutps in part to the etfe^ of coDtraely her eoniilexion see mod 
^floliilely colonic. IHuii her molher had been a.nfttive ef 
aome foreigD, perhaps eenie Eaatem, dbne, like ber &llier» 
was endent. David eoeld have beliefed that «be wee a 
Spantardt had the pdenesa 4>f her eheak exhibited any tinge 
of sellownees* 

It is e fine night* medemoiBdUe/' seid he, bUwhing wHh 
the effort, while hia fineera lingered in the water, thrilling 
with its coolness, and his eyes were fixed bashfully on the 
beautiful face before him. — *' It is a fine night in the upper 
world, mademoiselle, only dark, and cold; and iitclininff to 
wind and dampness." The damsel smiled detauiely at lliis 
aloianack iaioiiiiaUoa, and bent her head. 

Vou will not have been up stairs to-night, perhaps?" 
persisted the student. She shook her ringlets, and attempted 
to withdraw the bason suddenly. 

•* Thanks to you — it is a great refreshment," continued 
he, holding fast; O maflemoiseUe, wliat a lonely life you 
must lead here! One would think you would be glad to 
open your lips to a Christinn man, nnd ii clerk, of the Univer- 
sity to boot, an Anustroag by same, aud a Dott^^ by the 
nother's side 1" 

" My God! what ia all this?'* cried the father, raising his 
head: What planet wm you bom under, that you will 
etaad with your hwidi in cold water, while on one side the 
eavour of the meat eeeapeth, and ea the ottm, the great work ' 
eteudeth sUll ?" 

Clude hiiB not, father/' eaid the damsel, suddenly ; ** the 
yomg man emne kindly and epeeke kindly-^and Grod knowe 
aoeh aiecettls m strange enongli to our ears to be wekome 
wiM lliey eome !'* David liem her Toiee for tlie first time ; 
nod fevthe fiist 'tiflM her eyee met his, in a IBbU, frank, cou- 
Hdingv yet mekncholy look. The stndettt^e henrt ftr^ibed - 
isttdly, and Ue fandn began le ewint the next moment the 
dnmeel was gmie. 
It was a proper^ of tins girl to eome nod go like m nppsr 



t0 Msd before tKem «s niddenly as a aptrit ealM up by en* 
chantmeal; md wtMn iSm wondering schcdw was in the very 

midst of his gaze^ and peitiaps taming over in his mind the 
most potent spell to make her speak, even so would she va- 
nish. Her staiure was above the middle size, and her lunu 
licither slig^ht nor spare ; yet lier footfall ^ave no sound to his 
ear; and lier approach wa^ only made sensible by the \v:uing 
of her garments, and by a strange faiataess, as> David averred 
to himself, which came over hi? heart* 

lie had thus bcheid her every night for several years ; he 
had watched her ripening- beneath his eye, nil Iilt spring of 
youth had began to warm and brighten into suiiuner; he had 

( I) the clear transparent paleness of her check grow richer 
and IK Ik r everv month, yet not less pale; and by degrees, 
the iieari iliat had followed wiili surprised deijglii tlie fairy 
motions of the girl, began to quake and tremble al tiie a^ 
proach of the young woman. 

In vain had he tried again and again to engage her in con« 
Tersationy or even to elicil a single monosyllable from her 
lips: she answered with an inclination of the head, a smile, 
a look as quiAk as thought ; and if he persisted^ she either 
vanished l&e a spirit, or, if her brief duties were not over* 
took refuge at her father's side* In vain had he tried to draw 
even from her eyes something more ^an a mere assent: he 
oottld not fix them for an instant* When they eaooontend 
his, they eooght the ground, the roof, the distant entrance of 
the cavern, and always returned more sad, yet more high 
and proud, from the cxcurnioo. She said, as plainly as si- 
lence could speak : Between Ihee and me, there is an ins- 
passaUe barrier;*' and David Armstrong would have given 
every drop of the Douglas blood in hi* veins to know what 
it was, or that it gave her grief to say so. 

On the present occasion, as soon as ehe had disappeared, 
he sat down to a meal whidi, judging by the celerity and 
avidity with which he dispatched it, had probably caught 
some fascination from her iiands ; if these symptoms dul iiot 
rather indicate an excellent appetite produced by the economy 
of the regent, some of whose brethren, it is said, considered 
the expenditure of a sous a day sufiicient to keep up the car- 
nal man of a student. David, after eating neuhei like a lover 
nor an bU lu mist, seized the gobiet with the haste ol one who 
would make up for lost time* 



Digitized by Googl 



mmmmmum. 37 

IIm*8 to UP* laid- he, noMIng gravely to hie 
Bion, Aiid he emptied the meaeme ai a drao|^t And now, 
doctor (it is hot thitt diink, that !)i let ns to work in earnest.*' 
Ha fastened hin cloak in such a manner as to prevent its im- 
peding his motions, furled up his sleeves to the elbows, i\nd 
stretched forth his muscular arm for a j)apor which conlaiiicd, 
we suppose, the recipe of the night. His brow, in the mean 
uiiie, resumed the wrinkles which luid been chased away by 
the damsel ; the ftuuuy smUc wliieh in her presence had deco- 
rated his staid features, vanished: and a deep shade of care 
and study descending upon his cuuuteuaucc, add«d at least a 
dozen years in appearance to his uirc. 

As the doctor handled }um tfie paper acro^*-' the laltlc, the 
old man stopped suddcjul} >li(u t, and looked towards the en- 
trance of the vault with a wild and terrified expression. His 
assistant's eyes souglit the same quarter, and both listened 
for some time without breathing. The silence, however, 
was like that of the grave* .The upper world, whose busi- 
nesa aod turmoil ndght have produced some vibration which 
perhaps could he heard even here» waa drowned in eleep ; 
and tlie cavern wap ht beyond the approaeh even of thoae 
animals that burrow deeper than man in the earth. 

David, amitten widi the contagion of a fear, of which he 
knew not the o^eot, looked anmnd him, aa if for the firai 
time. The tall pilea that roae here and thete Uke apectral 
fignreBy and to which tfie nnatable flame of the furnace gave 
an appearanee tof life and motion ; the emaUer openings, gap- 
ing like vaulted tombe at the aidea ; and the deecending di»- 
tance, overhung wiih blaek ahadowa aa with a pall — all the 
strange, fantastic cirourm«taQcea of the acenOt with their ad- 
juncts of time, place, occupation — and even the countenance 
of the high-priest of Hermes, widi its ashy complexion, its 
white, trembliiifT lips, its slarinir eyes, its sins^ilarly lofiy 
brow, from which the cap was thrown back, mid where the 
damps of mortal terror were gathcirin^ in lar^e drops: every 
thing concurred to fdl the student with a species of awe, to 
which his mind liad been hitherto a stranfjer. 

" In the naiiie of the ever- Virgin doctor," said he iu a 
whis|)er, ** w^b.nt is it 

Silence ! name not the woman 

•* What!" 

'* That is, speak notr— hush 1 It is nothincr mid the doc- 
tor drew down hie cap, with a sigh of relief, although hit 
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hand still tnembled, and* tanung to his pof^l, ht wtited lum 
lips into a smile that yrould have bees ludieroua if it had not 
been ghastly. 

It wae, peYchaiKce« a dog," said he» yea^ it wa» a dog« 
even a hoaaeless car» that wandered for shelter into Uie paa-* 
sage ; for I heard with mine eava the touch of a Uviog thing 
upon the first door." 

*♦ Messiie Jean of Poitu, and doctor of I know not what !" 
said David, enraged with his master for having made iiuii 
afraid, and excited besides with a religious suspicion; ** even 
it it had been no dog, bui a true spirit of the abyss, which 
you heard, metliiuks there was all ilm more occasion to speak . 
revereuily of the blessed mother of God !" 

" I speak reverently ! My good young man — my worthy 
David Strongarm, thou didst not hear: as thy soul liveth« 
thou didst not hear !" 

** You ioibade me to name her.** 
I did, my excellent friend ; for even holy nrnnes wiU he- 
tray those who hide from the face of the seeker.^' 

*• But you called lier — *• 

*^ What ? A vvomaii ! My good David, wouldst thou 
iiave liad me call In i a dog? Dost thou dream t—JkTt thou 
drunken with wme .'-..Hast thou forgoUen the torture of fire 
to which two of our brethren were so lately exposed, in order 
to make them declare the secrets of their science ? Is thy 
own young life of less value to thee than are these few and 
miserable white hairs to me*?*' David looked as soiir as n 
controversialist who is staggered in argument« and yet beUeveB, 
that afiusr all he may be right: he had nothing to reply, how- 
ever ; and toniing doggedly forth, he stretched his hand onoe 
more for the paper. It dropped, however, from t)ie extended 
fingers of the adept, and floating away to some distance, its 
fall upon the earthen door was distinctlx heard amijlst the 
profound silence of the moment* 

" There, there!" cried the old man, growing ajjain as pale . 
as 1^ corpse, "I was right, it is no dog! Daugluer— aiui 
his voice rose to a shrill shriek as he called instinctively upon 
the ministering spirit of \he place. She was by their side 
. bdbre David could turn bis eyes to the small door, lo watcli 
her coming; and m another instant, darting like a iT^oonBeani 
through the gloom, her form was lost amon? the shadows 
near ibe entrance of the vault. A pause of intense anxiety 

ensued, during which a soimd irom without, hardly louder 
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thg& "ttie fitlU •Miiiig of Ae wivAy mehed #mi ^ unac- 
castonedem of the Mdent. The young- woman was then 
seen gKding out of the darkness, like an apparition ; and 
when she stood suddenly beside them, David looked at iier 
almost with awe, so tall, so still, so majestic, she appeared. 

** It is the ioolstep," said she slowly, and after having fixed 
her eye for some moments on her father, as if to give him 
lime lo recollect himself; " it is the foottitep of one to whom 
the secrets of the passage are known.** 

** Secrets," whispered the adept hoarj^ely, while a gleam 
of fiercenebs sljot throijuh the terror in his eye, secrets that 
are known only to as three, and lo \hp fiend ' Wh?>t T to 
think?" and hi? Imfid slipped with ;ui unpert r[>!il»lc moUOIly 
into the folds of W\< cloak, as he turned to his pupil. 

'* Think that the dead have risen again,'' said Armstrong 
haughtily, *' if it be necessary to solve the problem.'* The 
young woman grasped her father's arm with one hand, and 
with the other caught up a small lamp from the table, which 
she held to the face of the student. When the light had 
played for a nrament opoii the diecbi&fal ewA of his Itpi upon 
hie held and open hrow, and upon the deep bright eyee that 
5irere turned half reproachfully^ half baahfijdiy« upon her*a» ahe 
withdrew her hand from the old maa'a anii» and set down the 
laaip. 

**l wiU aiiswtr for Him i(ith my life/* aakNhe* 

^ KnA I win defend yon with iDtipa !*•* exclaimed David, in 
an «Bdei4oDe« and with a thrill of delight 

The iOBftd of kaoekiiig waa now heard diatinedy a< the 
door of the eaveni* 

^Oodof ourMmat** erted the adept, ««what ia to be 
done I We will escape hy the dweUtng-house ; we will hide 
among the ruins ; we will take the wings of the m<»rning, and 
flee away from tJiis city of destruction. No; I will not leave 
thee !*' and he extended his arms wildly towards the cauldron. 
** As the Lord liveth, I will not leave thee. Here have 1 
travailed by day and by night; here hath my life glided by, 
like a cloud and a shadow; and here will I be slain, even as 
it were at the horns of ihe altar \ I tell thee, daughter, I w ill 
not Btir 1 Let theni (^omo ; the pincers are ready, yea, in mine 
own furnace ; and here is the flesh !" and he bared his shn- 
relled arm to the shoulder, " tear your ye idolatrous dogs, 
for i wil! die in silence!*' 

^ ThoB muai opoi to him that knoeketh^*' aaid the daugh-* 
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ler, cahiilv , iiftcr her father had exlKnisicd lumgelf. '^If Ollr 
enemies are ii})on us, the entrance uuu^i be beset, or an indi- 
vidual would never trust himself alone ; if ouiy one man 
comelii upon his own adveaUire, lo ! there he here two oC 
you*'* 

** Thoi! art ricfht, thou art ri^ht," said tlio aichemisi, while 
a gleam of hope passed across his ashy face. 

'^And if Uie seja," i;^ntiaued she, '^hath indeed east up 
her dead — " 

** Name it notl" interrupted her father with horror, *' the 
bond 10 loancelled by his death ; and rather than give up my 
soul again to the dominion of hell, I would — 1 would part 
.with my last — with half— yea, with a tithe of my gold, and 
sacrifice — all else save the snre and certain hope of the stone 
of Hfinnes!" The knocking became loader, longer, and 
more impatient. 

I must be alone,'' said the adept, who seemed to have 
&iriy turned to bay ; retire thou, and Ilavid Strongarn, ont 
of hearing, but yet within call*'* 

Not sOt father,'' said the damsel^ ** a stranger may not 
enter our priirate dwelling;. but the young man will bestow 
hunself in one of yonder distant cells, where thy voice can* 
not reach bim, unless perchanc/'thon call alond for aid." 
' «* Again thou.^rtright,'^ said the father ; and, drawing from 
beneath his ckrak ationg two-edged 'sharp-pointed knife, or 
dagger, he put it into the hand of the student. '* Thine arm 
is strong, o()od David, said ho, "as tliy nauic iriily implies, 
and ihy spirit is valiant; remember, the danger that comes 
threatens us both ; and if otherwise, I know thou wouldst not 
see the old man slain, thy failier in the spirit, iliy brother in 
the great search. Go, my <lauorhter sliall conduct thee; and 
be ready to come forth, even liko a man of war, when thou 
^halt hear the cry of my lips, * To your tents, O Israel !' '* 

David's lingers twisted themselves instinctively roniul the 
hilt (A' the knife, as he followed the young woman towarda^ 
the entrance of the cavern. 

Remember,'^ said he to her, m a low voioOf that what I 
shall do this night is for your sake f 

*' For the sake of anyone thou wilt,*' said she, when tbejr 
had gained the fiurthest of the lateral vaults, thou shalt do^ 
nothing. If oar Tisitor be one of the authorities of the oity, 
surrounded as our dwelling must be by his comrades, temai^ 
airae wonid only be m wasie of biood; if H be lie whom I 
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fear it 18, thy in te r ftiene e will do harniy bat cannot possibly 
do good. Promise me, that thou wilt not go forth, whatever 
cry thou hearest, uuless ihine ey^s see that my faihei'js life is 
iii danger." 

The damsel spoke as one having aulhoniy ; but liavid 
hesitated. 

If you think," said he, ** because I am a student, and a 
sort of embryo priest (^or rather, I should say, a neophyte, 
seeing that, as yet, 1 am under no vows), that I am unable 
lo cojic with the best sword in France, you know biu liule 
of the Armstrongs, to say nothing ol the Douglas blood that 
runs in my veins 

** I know that thou arf strong and brave," replied the dam- 
sel, '* and good, and kind, and true! Wilt thou pZOffiise ? 
It is my first request, and it shall be my last." 

*' No, not the last — recall that word, and 1 will do your 
bidding to the death I There ! the knocking becomes louder* 
and your father approaches with the lamp : speak ! 

** The last! the last! the last!" and she glided ewifUr 
away» and whispering a woid la her Maer as the paaaed, 
disappeared from the cavern. 

As the adept went by, with a qutek jerking step, which, 
however* eleaied as little ground as possible* he motioned to 
his pupil to retire farther into the recess ; «id tt»n, taking 
leare of him with a piteous and ifflploring gestnre, he pro- 
eeeded to the ealwiee door« The knocking was now min- 

Sied witti the tones of a human voice without; but so mat- 
te was the materisl iSifotigh which the sounds had to pass* 
lhat nothing more was faeiud than an indistinct noise, like 
the muttering of thunder; The old roan*s heart seemed to 
die within him ; his step became slower; and when, on gain- 
mg the door, he turned round and looked towards the recess, 
as if to sustain him^ell with ilio idea that help was near, 
David could see that his face was biuunk and livid like lhat 
of a corpse. He at length put his mouth close to tlit; timber, 
and with a miglity effort called out, in a voice that resembled 
a shriek : 

Whom seekest thou ^" David could not hear the reply ; 
but the adopt, who had placed his ear to the door, stajrgered 
back. It w^as ovirlrnt, by the motion of the lamp, that he 
trembled in every jomi ; yet, with the finste of one who seeks 
to admit a welcome visitor, he instantly undid the bolis ; the 
chain leU with a heavy elaok ; the dow swung open i and a 

4» 
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penonage entered die eaTenm Imiohiag wboin die leedert if 
he hetb any enrioeity on the subject^ maj^r c^nenlt the foUow* 
ing chapter. * ' 



CHAPTER IV. 

Messire Jean of Poiiou,'' said the stranger, in a rich deep 
vuicc, and at the same time throwing off the alcheiiiiiit, who 
fawned upon him like a spaniel — '* this nieihiniis is but tardy 
greeting to so dear and intimate a fhend and benefactor to 
boot, after and absence of years 1" 

"Let me look at him!" cried Messiie Jean, in an ecstasy, 
vvliich^ however, did not restore the bitjod to his cheeks ; *' let 
me touch his raiment so that I may be sure it is no shadow 
from the grave, come to mock me with the form of my lost 
Prelati ! And is it really thou ? And bath the raveneus sea 
tifuly givea up her dead ? Gomey let us be merry. Ho ! 
ray man-servants and my inaid'«ervants» bring hither the 
fatted calf and kill it ! I^t us put a garment upon hinit yea, 
a new garment, and a ring upon his finger* and ehoes upon 
his feet ! — Alas ! joy maketh me forget that I am a beggar* 
My household ie scattered like dust upon the four winds of 
heaven ; we 'have drunken our water for money* and our 
wood is sold unto us, but we have no more any gold and 
silver to buy withal 1*' Thus rejoicing and lamenting, with 
terror in his eyes, and a smile on his wan lip, the alchemist 
' hung upon the hesla of the stranger, as he strode up the 
cavern,' now venturing to fondle his arm, and now starting 
back, like some caressing hound at the impatient gesture of 
his master. 

The student, in the meantime, burning with curiosity to 
obtain a view of the obiect of all this dread and adulaiiun, 
could hardly restnua iiiniself till tiiey had passed by. When 
they were fairly beyond his lurking place, however, he put 
forth his head, but could see oidy a tall and stately form 
marching on gravely nnd sedately, and by tfie force of con- 
trast making the spare figure and feverisii motions of the 
al horaist appear mean and ridiculous. David crept out oi 
lu3 vault almost unconsciouslyi and- followed the ill-assorted 
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pair till he had gained the next recess ; whence, encouraged 
by success, he made another, and another sortie, till, thus 
hanging upon their skirts, he found himself aecarviy aieiiad 
within a few yards of the table. This proceeding seems 
move fittural than honourable ; but the student had iu realiiy 
no ehjeetbot that of obtainii^ adiathtelview of the stranger; 
and H was not till letreat had become impoeaiblef thai he re* 
jnembered the anxiety of Meaeire Jean» and even of hia 
danghtert to pfeveni his oveiheariog what might paaa at the 
tUlemew* , . 

And aO) jM friend/' said the atranger aa he threw down 
hia ponderoua aword Q|mn the table, with a noiae which 
made the eayem ring, and the adept leap from the gnmni^ 
still bomwing un^er (he earth f atiU.atthe great woikt 
stiU atnTing to ent off the rafen's head ! • Ha !'* He turned 
full round as he spoke ; and Bavid, who had expected to be- 
liold a Gorgon's lace, was surprised to see instead, a hand* 
sonic and noble physiognomy, where the traces of live or 
six-iuid'ioily yeais onlv served to give prccisfon to features 
that in a woman would have been called beautiful. Hia 
plain cloak, falling open, showed a black euinisr? beneath, 
uncovered by a coat of ili ims ; ihk! his fmi, imi(;i. luDuably low 
in thf^ crown, and sireiigilieiicd by j)ialefs oi bi* ( L proved ils 
wearer to be a man who cared more for safety than show. 
The symmetry of Ids form, however, Ids well-knit limbs, 
and soldierly bearing, proclaimed at the same time that he 
• had as little need as any knight of the age of artificial dc- 
fenoea; and David Armstrong acknowledged to himself — for 
it would not have become hia border blood to hate aeknow« 
iedged moro-x^at if heconld venture to disobey the damsel's 
command, and answer to the scriptural battle-cry of her 
father, he would need all the little diveraion which the latter 
coold jgive to make op for the diflerenee in the length of their 
weapons* 

I am here^ even aa thon seest/' said the adept, in reply 
to'Prelaii*» qneationai ** but for how lowt who can tell? I 
have waated my anbatance, till I have no longer wherewithal 
to live; I have molten my gold and my silver in ponder eaul- 
dron, and the pro&et hath been smoke and aabea. My 
daughter crieth for bread, and behold there ia none in the 
house I Truly, I am sore vexed because of mine iniqaitiea. 
What saiih the Scripture? 'lie hath also broken my teeth 
witii giavei stones, lie hath covered me with ashes T *' 
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" I am sorry for you," smd Prclati, mildly, you be- 

lieve that I am om wImmc word9« for good or ibr evii« are uuro 
to come true?" 

** Yea, I believe, even as the angels." ' 
Or rather as the devils-^for, while believing, you tremble* 
Well; I will assist you;" and oedding hk head myaterioini- 
l]Fi he aunk his voice to a whisper, as he repeated, *^ I will 
aaalai yoa !" The eyes of the adept dilated as he heard, hie 
face was lighted up with wonder and ioy, and eeisiag tbe 
doak of bia-friend, he kiased the hem. 

Then thou beat aueeeeded?'* eried he; this canarea of thy 
wanderings in foragn landa, where hidden things ma^r be 
laidiefed irom the l^ngha like unto the frait of the tree iftf 
knowfedge ! O wonderful man^ how the natioha will hosMmr 
fhee! ' And then, thy head la still eahn, thy lieait atUl trae$ 
thon hast not forgotten thy aenrant in the midst thy glory ; 
but comest in the night-time, to bring comfort to the desolate 
cave of him who first launched there in quest of that mystic 
gtouc wliirh tliou aloiu; hast had the striiiiglii and skill lo dis- 
cover. Go U), why shoultlwe lose time ? there are still some 
trifles left of my substance. Must it he gold ? Come, how 
many ba^s shall I bring?" and, seizing ilie beliuws, he began 
to blow the fnrnnre with a dexterity whicli had already pro- 
cured for Uis fraieruity, among the proiane^ the name of souf* 

Your lliouglits gallop, my good friend," said Frelatiy 
speaking slowly, **I have given up the search." 

God of Jacob!" orted the stunned adepts as the beUowa 

fell fiom his hand. 

" But never look so dismal," pursued the other; there are 
things in nature,~or out of it, for that matters not,—- -more 
hi^, more granii, roore mighty than the Philosopher's 
Stone !" Messiie Jean groaned and shook his head, and bit« 
till the blood aprang, the infatuated tongue that had named 
the name of gold to the ears of Prelati« 

liat^," continued his friend, and leave off your grin*^ 
ninga and ehatteringa. Do you remembev the nueleua of 
yonr wealth^ of that same gold of which yon vannt ao proud* 
ly ! of those heavy bags that cumber the closet on the left 
hand of your anblerranean parlour ; to the door of which, by 
' the same tokeut you turn your face, when yon wfiwid pexauade 
yourself yxni are praying to Jehovah T" 

I do» I do," replied the adept, growing paler than ever» 
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but God liidi fwgotten mj immgtemam^ baomte of mj 
pnyerB and almsy and why shoald man renambar it?'* 

Than joa lemeoiber," pcraiated Prelati, tlie noble 
Oillea de Laval, lord of Retz, and <^ a hundrad other lord* 
ahips beaidea, whom* under pretext of guidinf in lua leaearch 
ziter the Hermetio atone— 

" As God U my jiHlgt:/' interrupted the adept, ♦* it was no 
pretext. But he was wild, and wilful, and impious, given to 
strange women, and a conieumt r of holy things. What could 
come of such lellowship ? Whut booted my fastings and 
prayers I tell iJice, 1 led ium not astray, although 1 left him 
by the way side." 

*' Right," sai^l Prelati with composure, ** he was impious, 
he was unfit to ho your nssoeiate iu the holy work, and there- 
iorc you rohbcd and loisuuiv him.'* 

^* it was my wages — it was my wafres — as thy sovil livoih, 
it wns my wages I And yet, nevertheless, 1 liave praycii until 
tlie Lord hath heard me; I have fasted till my Ixuies pierce 
my liesh ; and to this day I continue to give aims every year 
to the amount of the interest of the moneys. Wait a little 
while, and I ahali pass by like n cloud* What would itandl 
thee to betray a man like me ?" 

Fool," exclaimed Prelati, with a growl like that of a 
^ tiger, if I wanted to betray jon, why ahonld I take so mocli 
tcooUe? Were you* even as iinmaculate as you are diahoimii 
were you even a seeker of God inatead of gold, what mora 
have I to do than name your name, or even point with ray 
finger, to have you and year daoghter torn to pieees, thefhig- 
mentB burnt with fire,^d their aahea leatteied upon the 
mode of heaven? 

The interest which David Amiati^ng took in the confer- 
ence, became at this point so strong, that he eonld hardly ie» 
strain himself from rushing out of the reoeso to compel Pre- 
lati, at the point of the knife, to explain what was the afrange 
and awful fate which seemed to envelope, not only the alche- 
mist, but even so iaii and innocent n bcin^ as his daughter. 
Messire Jean himself seemed to be moved by some feeling 
dilTerent from the abject fear which had liiiin rto paralysed 
him. Instead of wringing his hands, he now ground and crush- 
ed his fingers within each oilier; his chattering teeth were 
firmlv locked; his eye einiiicd n baleful fflare, which sctmed 
to illnnimale tfie whole face; and lie looked round the cavern 

Willi the iiaif iiexce, haii textiiied, air ot a Itunieci b.ei*i»t who 
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contemplates turning to bay. The student expected every in- 
stant to hear the war-signal burst iroin his lips; but David's 
heart had sworn to the damsel, and he was determined reli- 
giously to keep the oath. 

The adept's courage, however, proved to be not in action, 
but in endurance; or eibt; his policy suggested that it would 
be better to sacrifice, if need were, a portion oi his gold, tlian 
to risk every thing on the (iouhtrul issue of a battle. He with- 
drew his eyes from the distance, where the young Scot, doubtr 
16009 appeared in his imagination, with the dagger ready in 
hut grasp ; his hands fell lifelees by his side ; his jaw col- 
lapsed ; and his head dropped upon his bosom. 

^' Thou sayest it," exclaimed he, in a toi^ ci deapair, **l 
and mliie are in the palm of thine hand !" 

Then why," said Prelati, ^ will yoa doubt a inendahip 
which is pTOfed by the very fact of your standing there, at 
thia iDOiiient^ safe and sound?" He had watched the ehangea 
in his manner with the interert which an answer bestowa upon 
the struggles of a fish which he has hooked } and now that all 
was calnii he glided without an effort into hia usual mUdneea 
of tone. 

*'^Gilles de Laval/* contmued he, deserted hy you, and 
baffled by the want of .virtue of which yon justly complain, 
has abandoned a search which only the pure and r^igious can 
prosecute with advantage ; and in lieu thereof he was taken to 

a higher and miirhtier study, in which a trifle of the kind is 
no obstacle. Gold is a means with him, not an end, as with 
you ; and he has fallen upon another mode, more easily attain- 
able than the pliilosopher's stone, of obtaining riches, gran* 
deur, honour, length of days, and dommioa over the minds 
and fortunes of men. In tliis sublime science) his master 

IS—" 

** Prelati," cried the adept. 

i* No— a friend.'* 
Then, as my soul liveth, it is the Evil One— the Adver- 
sary — yea, Satanas himself!" Prelati emitted a Sardonic 
Jaugh at this sally, which writhed his £ne feature into an ei^ 
pveesion of mockery instead of mirth. 

Call him hf what name you will/* said he, *^ tlMt rai^ 
ters Uttie to mj afnand^ A eertain length has btm gaiatid» 
and at a iraat expense ; but more fold fai wanting^ mi the 
ready monff of the liNrd de Ren is ezhanaiod. Now hearke»» 
ftr 4bi aariilHm I pieinaed to ia«d«r yon if thi^ 



Digitized by Google 



47 



mark m^^lend the sum that is necessary ; and you shall not 
9oky hftTe good intezeat, but a free pardon from the lord de 
Rets, and penBiMum, throvirh his interest with his soveiaign^ 
the Duke of Brittany, to settle at Mantes (whither all your 
taauiy hare gone) whea il shall baoofne neoeaaaiy for your 
safety to leave Paris.*' 

The alchemiat heard this proposal with less dismajr than 
nughi have been expected from his diaiactar ; but it waa only 
wkBt he had antieipated, and hia mind was the mors easily 
made up to the sacrifioet» as it aeemed to open out tor him a 
possibility of learing Paris with safety, whieh he had deler^ 
mined, to do the instant he knew that his tormentor was alive. 
When' his friend, however, mentioned a sum, really very con- 
siderable, but enormously extravagant to the imagination of 
the adept, he emitted a cry, like a wild beast struck by the 
hunter. 

*' J'hiiik of it," said Prelati coolly, '* there is no hurry: I 
sliali conie again to-morrow at niid-dav , aiiJ, u> prevent any 
risk of disctnery, I shai^ enter by your dweiliug, upon the 
surface of the earth." 

'* Come not in the day-time/' irnspi d fhr adept, ** come at 
night, and even heoe, if thou wouiU^t not destroy me utter- 
ly r 

Beiore uight X leave Pajcis." Messire Jean again wrung 
his hands. 

^' Besides the money," continued Prelati^ I want sonie- 
ihlatf elsst with which I know yon can supply me* I want a 
yonUi who understands the operations of chemistiy, and who 
is also daring and enthusiastic. Know you such none ?" 

I did,'* said the adapt, with a look of horror, i kaew 
two ; I gave them to yon, one after the other; and I imve 
heard that they are both dead !" 

Why that is precisely die reason that another is wanted. 
Of what use are the dead to me T come, will you set ve t 
will yon pleasure me P' 

^* My money ! my soul cried Messire Jean. Let the 
day pert^ wherein I was horn ! Good friend, what is this 
you require of me ? Doth my dead wile still bring forth male 
children, that, like Saturnus, I may devour them up, one by 
one ? Lo, 1 am here a solitary be^^gar, and you say unto me, 
Where be your moneys 1 where be your yonne: men ?" 

You were not woni to drmk ivine at luglii," j?aid PrdatI 

drily, pointing to tlie cup, nor to address cointuaads and 
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cautions to yourself," taking up the recipe from the floor* 
Bill why ihis distrust ? A pupil of yours must be skilful in 
his busineast he must aldo possess a portion of thai daring 
enthusiasm which is indispensable to me* In the servioe to 
which I destine him, a youth like ihis cannot fail to risd to 
wealth and distinction. Come, we ehaU be better friends to*- 
morrow ; we shall once more have a confidential talk ia yoor 
subterranean parlour, and the little Hebe*-«ennds ! yonr 
daughter must oy this time have grown quite a young woman ! 
Has her beauty kept its promise ? Does love begin yet to 
peep out of her dark infidel eyes ?** 

My money ! my soul ! my daughter groaned the adept, 
tossing up his arms wildly. His eyes began again to glare, 
his teeth to clench, and bis maddening look to wander round 
the cavern. 

** Will you serve uic I will you pleasure me V repeated 
Prelati. 

What is it thou demandest/' f^iiid Messire .lenn, hoarsely, 
**My muiiey for thy need? — the L^oid that I liave jrailiered witii 
the sweat of my hrow, with the viods of the weary night, and 
the liiui*^ei" ofthe dreary day 1 I say utUo liiee again, what is it 
thou deinniuirst? Mv vounff man for thv bondman — the 
stall" ol my leehle aire, and tlie lamj) of my feet; aye, even the 
young man David," and he raised his voice so as to be heard 
at the extremity of the cavern, the true and the brave, who, 
were he here, would 8mit6 thee where thou standestl And 
yet a third time 1 say unto thee. What is it thou demsndest? 
My daughter lor tiiy bed — the vir;L!in hope of my house for 
thy cooenbine ! Man of Belial ! if thou hast neither shame 
nor remorse, art thou yet a fool as well as an ineamate fiend? 
Knowest thou not that the trodden worm will writhe up a^itnf 
and am I less than a worm that creepeth on his belly f Thou' 
shalt hhve no gold«-4io young man-nno daughter! Ghal> 
longe, and I will answer; strike* and I will strike thee again ; 
back, robber, murderer, raviaher ! I spit at, and defy thee 
and darting like li^rhtning upon the sword of Prelati, which 
lay upon the table, he whirled it away with pretematxiial 
strength, while his shout rang like a trumpet, through the 
cAVi rn, '* To vour ti nts, O Jacob! your tents, O I^rael !" 

Prelati lookcil like a man aiimzetl bv a show, rather lhaii a 
reality. The adept had seized a hammer, and stood upon 
kis defence, i^lnrin^ upon his enemy, with eyes dilated so 
widely a;» lo lake in at the same time the wiioie area of the 
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place, while he waited, in fearful suspense, for th^ appear 
aoce of his ally. Some moments pasF( d — all \va^ silence! 

*'You are uot accustomed to drink wine at night," said 
Prelati, calmly,— ** you arp feveri&h. Or is ikis a triokf a 
J6st? Are we to be merry I lla?" 

Veiily it is a jest," answered the adept, '*yea, verily;" 
and the hammer dropped from his hand, and he stag^red 
against the wall of the funiaee» and broke into a hollow 
I^gh, which shook him iiko a eoBf olme &t, wilhoiii ehaM- 
ing a si ngle muscle of hw countenance. 

'*But it is not all a jest," added ha« regaining his pr^ence 
of mindf before hie phy»ioai eaergies were su^ciently reoD* 
vered to anabie hiBi to atand apiigibi; Good friend, tho» 
didst try me Mnely, and my 4|»lrti waadeiiedy and a dream of 
deUverance came upon my eoul; and, like the wonwn of idd» 
I eaw, ae, it wm, goda aseending oot of the earth. Bnl 
daal it was all a lie and a mockery; the Holy One is do* 
patted from nie» and answereth me no move, neither by pro* 
pfaete nor by visioBe* Thou hasi oonqnemd, and I jM6^ 
So! I am the capliTe of thy bow and of thy spear» Come to 
me to-morrow as thou wilt, at the noon of day or of night, 
either on or under the earth; and show unlo me thy cum- 
jnands, that I may make haste to obey." 

"lie it so," said I'rclaii, 'Make the lanij), and show me 
lo Uie d()(ir." He lifted up his fallen weap^m r\?i they went, 
drew loiiii tlie blade, and followed the trembling ulcUeaiist 
fword in band. On lea -lmiir the last of the lateral vaults, to 
wliieh his keen ev(! liad no doubt traced the glance of Uia 
seer during his vision of deliverance, he look liie lamp in his 
own hand, and went in ; leaving me?=^«ire Jean at the entrance 
in a state of mind more easy to conceivo than describe. 
"When he emerged a^aiii, lo the inexpressible wonder of his 
friend, there was neither blood upon his sword, nor fury in 
his looks ; and inunediately ooaeeiving that David must have 
foond some means of escape, the adept veatnred the % iiss 
tion— Wbora seekcst thou ?" 

Towr g^ oU heathen I" replied Pielati, vstracing his 
steps op llm cavern, in order to search the vaults aeriadm. 

The student, in the meantime, had witnessed the iisisgotng 
stonny neswa with varying emeiions. The ehavaelsr of tkt 
eM mmi, it appeared, was any thing hot immanniate ; but yet 
Iheesliomity of his wio^gs,and AomMCKpeetad iq^int he had 

lant Splayed, hmoeied Km wi* n speeias ef ^V^i^p 

f 

\ 
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which covered the rags of his unrin^hteonsnoss as with n 
cloak. David's feelings, however, were so far divided, thai 
when in saw there was no risk of his sustaining bodily inju- 
ry, he watched with a pleasove, sot very different from thai 
of a mischievoiia boy, the new suspense and consternation, 
into which he waa tbiown. But when it ajipeaied to be 
Prelali's intention to search the whole cavern* owr atadent 
had aomethtiig elae to do with his thoughts. 

Borely waa he tempted to stand the hazard of the die. It 
would be no tnngreaaion of the damael'a eommanda ; for in 
thia eaae the battle would be foreed upon him by the enemy* 
an alternative highly agreeable to the beUieoae propenaitiea of 
«De who waa at the aame time a attident of the nntveraity and 
a berd^ Scot. Bot on the other hand, theire waa the risk of 
being beaten«*-of whieh^ however, he pcranaded himaelf the 
chance waa not great ; since, withoni the amalleat seruple, he 
had determined, in the event of a conflict, to run in upon his 
better armed opponent, before he could be kept at bay with 
his miglity sword, and slal) liini in the embrace. If beaten, 
however, the fruits be shoultl reap Worn ihe strug-g^le would 
be disgrace, if not death ; and even if he gained the ilny, hi» 
opima spolia would be at best but the arms of the conquered ; 
for the death of Prelati, instead of unveilinir, would seal, 
perhaps forever, the mystery which enveloped the adept pvj\ 
his dangliter. Upon tlie whole, David Armstrong, after wri*rh- 
ing the pro? nnd rotis maiwrelv, nlfhongh in !< .ss time than we« 
take to state them, determined that it would he his wisest i)laii 
to embrace the opportunity now offered him of entering with- 
oul rudoiK Ss the penetralia of the house. There he woidd na 
doubt meet with something to solve the enigma which per* 
plexed him; and there, at any rate, he would be able to de- 
mand the thanka of the damael for having obeyed her com<- 
iMUiida. 

In pnranance of thia reaohition, he no sooner peieeived that . 
Prelati was fairly engulfed in another of the reeeaaea, than« 
datting from hia ambush, he flew aa awifUy, but aa atealthily, 
aa a eat to the amatt door^ and made hia eaeape from the ea* 
tern unobaerved. 

He found himaelf in a kind of Teatlbnle, fmm which theie 
were aevetal openinga, and one ateep ladder^like alair« aaeend* 
ing tU it waa loat in darkneaa. The phee waa dimly lighted 
by a lamp fixed to Ae wall, and tiie adfentnfer haring do 
meana of guiding hie ateps, plunged at random into one of 
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$ko g«Ui bende biont tlie eatiuee of whiah lMd.«MMiriHl 
Wfe the appeafaaoe of a doorway tim Iho olbo«»« Thio 
fttOTod to be a passage leading into a ioom» whieh waOf m 
doobt» Ihe jwrkmr spoken of by Pfelad $ aod besOt by tbo 
li|fbt of a Oliver lamp whieb bung from ibe eeUlng, tbe won* 
wring stodeai bebeld a aeeoe of SMfDiAeeiiee, an^ aa be 
bad never Jieard of) exeept m the lalea of tbe Bunsirels and 
fabliers. 

' The earthen floor was covered with a stulT which micrht 
have served ior the coat-oi-anns of a prince; and the walls 
were hung*, on one enine side, witli cloth of £old, and on the 
others, wah carpets and tapestries of the rieliest descripiion. 
Here there was a mirror, so extravagantly hirge for the pe- 
riod, that it might have shown the pniire bust; and thnre a 
po! irait on velvet, the frame of which ^lutered witti gold and 
gems. iSome of the stools were square, iii the fonn of a 
che.'t, and covered with silk and embroidery ; others were 
supported on pillars carved and gihled. 'I'hc I^rnrhes, Irom 
five to twenty feet lonL""* were ornamented with iigures, m 
carved work, representing the heads of various birds and 
beasts ; and one vast bed, more than twelve feet square, and 
ascended by a carpeted flighi of steps ninning its entiie 
length, was eorered with a eoonterpanet aUk oa one sidOf 
end piecious fur on the oiber. 

These articles, however^amaxedibe student more by their 
aumber than their rarity; and he was not altogether confound* 
edy till be observed the princely luxury of aa etrm-eAmV| an 
imretttion whieh be bad lately heard of as the m fhm ulirm of 
modem fdnpluonsnem } and which was still my rarely seen 
out of loyal pelaees* It was ooTcrad with Yormilion leather* 
omamealed witii golden roses f and its fcingiss of ailfc were 
fastened with gald nails. 

Notwitbetanding aU this display of wealA, howefer, there 
reigned throogheai the apaiimentakind of ineongraiiy whMh 
struck David, unaccustomed as be was to saeb sighle» wilk 
surprise. The furniture did not match. Tbeartieles seemed 
individual specimens, rather than sets; and be aakedhimseli^ 
w!v ilu r he was in the private dwelling of aman-of princely 
foiiune i oi iii a warehouse appropriated to everything most 
rare and costly? He had no time, however, to consider of 
the question; for at ihc monieiii ilie voice of the adept in the 
vestibule made hiiu i»lart like a man threaleiunl with detection 

in the nutlet oX a ciimc* For auc moiueui he was determlnod 
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to confront the master, into whose seerets he was plunging^ m 
recklessly, and, with such explanation as he could give, de- 
mand a safe conduct to the upper world ; but the next, as the 
idea ilashed upon him, that what he had already done, might 
be the means of dissolving finally his connexion with the fa- 
mily, he stepped suddenly behind a screen, with some inde- i 
finite view oi obtaining speech of the damsel before depart- 
ing. This movement was hardly completed when messire 
Jean enlercd the room. 

And take care,'' said he, continuing to speak, ** that thou 
withdraw the bolt before thon descendest. PercharK^e some 
son of a dog may he prowling about, even now, for our des- 
truction ; and so, when he thinketh to climb down upon us, 
he will surely fall into the pit. And haste thee, my daugh- 
t&tf for it is now the middle waleh of the night; and veriljr^ 
mine eyelids are as' heavy m my heart, and my limbs beod 
beneath my body, even as my spirit fainteth under its troubles* I 
The unbelieving villain I" he went on aloud, afler having shut | 
tile door, and drawn a etrong breath, Uke a foghive who findb 
hhneelf in an accustomed ^ace of safety : Be llieie sitall 
whales wi^n the deep, to swallow up, and spne fertfi again^ 
Ibsir prey upon the dry land t Why did I throw away his 
sword f Why tnist to the am of a stranger* when I might 
have stabbed him where be stood t Bnt a day sbd cohm 
found— the day of the Lord is at hand I No more, iiidMI» 
the lion of the tribe of Jadsi goeth np from the prey ; but 
Dan is still ^ serpent by the way, an adder in the path 
The eld man's face grew calmer and paler as he spoke ; the 
perspiralkm dried upon his brow; and he walked several 
paees np the room wi^ a noiseless but determined step. 

Soon, however, his mind seemed to revert to its usual oc- 
cupations. »He was evidently preparing to retire for the 
night ; and, after having opened the door oi a cdubel, where 
his bed appeared to be phiced, he sank down upon his knees ' 
to pray. In his prayer, <whirli was delivered with energy 
and deep devotiun, the student joined mentally; and as the 
form of supplication was not peculiar to the personages of our 
history, but common to many of those who were in \hnt dav 
engaged in similar jtiirsuits, we thiuk it well to ^estiiit the 
reader with the following ropy : 

*' O God ! almighty, cteinal, from whom cometh every good 
thing, Old every perfcf i <Titi! (irant me a knowledge, 1 be* 
seech thee, oi tiiat utuvenud wisdom whieh is around thy 
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tiiion^; which created all things, and which sustaineth and 
preserveth ail diinge* Deign to send it unto me from lieavs]i« 
whteh is thy sanctuary, and the throne of thy glory, to the 
end that it be in, and work in me. For it is thmt difift* wis* 
dom which is mistress of all celestial and ooooU arts, and of 
the Mcience and understanding of all things. By its spirit 
may I possess the tnte intelhgenee I May I proceed infalit- 
bly in the Itoble an to which I have eonaecraf^ myaelf, even 
in tfao seaich of the miraoulooa seeret whieh thou hmi hidden 
fiom the woild, in order to leveal it to thine eleet I May I 
eonnnence, pu»ae» and aohteve the gieat work whieh I have 
to do hers below, and e^joy it for- ever! In fine» O God^ 
grant mOf I beaeech thee> the celeatial Slooe, angular, mirap 
ciiiou«» and* eternal !" 

When the adept had finished his supplications, he^ok up 
a book, the binding of which, in the gortreous fashion uf the 
day, Wis studded with gold and gems ; and. laying it upon a 
small Lablc near the screen, drew in a stool, a:ui bet^an to read 
3ome portion iiiwardi} , jppnreiitly as a secjuel to the rchgioua 
service of the ni^ht. David would fain have raised his head 
over the screen, to look what the manuscript was; for a 
stranofe misgiving, hf hardly knew of what nature, had been 
gradually stealing upon his mind. The book, he could say 
with certainty, was not a church missal, nciUier had it any 
resemfd-'Mce to a relioious homily. The very characters in 
whieh u was written, from the single and distant glance he 
had obtained, were strange— nay, 8\ispicious to his eye ! Hut 
in the midst of this new dilemma, the door opened, as if by 
a spring; his eyes dazzled ; and he knew by the beating of 
his heart, and by hie thickening breathf that the damaei waa 
in the room* 

She stood motionless upon the floor, her head reverently 
bowed, and her hands drooping at her aides. David forgot 
vagite anapicions that had fc^gnn to gather like a kind of 
horror npon his soul, and he enjoyed, for the first time In hia 
life, a foil and oninterrapted gaase at thia phantom ahape which 
had haunted him so long. The serene gravity, just touching 
npon melanoholy, which waa the habitual character of her 
face, tinged at this moment by religious leeltn^, acquired aa 
air almost of sublimity, without losing any of its sweetness; 
and her pale and placid features looked as if they were shOAS 
upon by a stream of sunlight. The youth felt his pity and 
adiiiualiuii mingled Willi awe while he gazed ; and whsil th# 
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oM maa «t length nmti bb hetd, snd hk daughter toved 
heraelf alMtt to Iho earlb befbm huoftt in the fom ^ anlMtip 

tioD pectjiar to the ormtal nationa^ David oould have fancied 

that the whole scene, so strange in locality and expression, 
and so toucliing in scatimeui, was but the fragmeul a 
dream. 

** And now, my child/' said the alchemist, ** get thee to. 
bed at once, and may the God of our fathers be thy guard ! 
But yet anailicr woid. The young man — verily 1 am wora 
out with strife and watching — even the younn; liiaii >Stroog- 
arm, he no doubt escaped by ihy means, when the heathen 
dog was explorinfr the vaults, Thou ledde^t hiiri up the stair 
without permitiiuii; him to cnivv here, where the oi^rht even 
of this holy book inii;lu give our bodies to the fire, aiiel our 
ashes to the winds of heaven?'' At these questions the dam* 
sel appeared for a moment to be ready to aiok to the gjcottad* 
OT^helmed with surprise and dismay, 

*^ AUia safe," said she at laei» and in a voice steady enoodi 
to deceive lier father in the pfeaent exbaueted elate of hie 
enlties. 

It is well," he rejoined, thou ait bftve and foiek-wif* 
tedy but thou hast a womaii^e pity, and a wonan^e tmaly and 
even if he had made the diaeovery» I fear thou wouldat have 
pennitted him to live/* Duriii(f thte a n e eeh David eeold t^tf 
through the mimite chink wfaieh had hitherto aerved htai» 
that the damael*e eyea weie rtvetted npon the eoieett with m 
glaaoe of mingled threatening and terror. Baoogh, however* 
had oecuired to stimulate his euriosity and suspicion to a 
pitch of madness; and when the old man was in the act of 
extinguishing the lamp, giving way to the natural reckless- 
ness of his character, he suddenly raised his head over the 
ipcrcen, and tixed his eyes upon tlie volume. 'I'hc next mo- 
ment all was dark; ami as ihc .stcnc ikd jmin the scholar's 
vision, he leaned back against the wall, and was only pre- 
served from fainting by the iron strength of his cons utu lion. 

The reader has perceived lontr ago, that the rdrlieiuist and 
his daiiL^hter were of the Hebrew nation ; thus exhihiiino- n 
knowledire of national character which it was impcjssihle for 
the scholar to possess. Among a people at once nnnph- nnd 
poor a Jew could not exist, to say noUung of the shrewd sa- 
gacity attributed to our countrymen; and accordingly, the 
weary fool of larael had found little or no resting place, on 
the hanw monntilne and deaolate heethe of Boetknd* la 
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France, a law had passed during the last reign, which ha- 
nished the entire tribe from the kingdom, on pain of instaDt 
death ; and thus, David had in ad probability never seen^ lo 
hia knowledge* a deacendaat of the patriareha in hia life. The 
aadoaioo and myatery observed by meaaira Jean, as he 
tlionght proper to eall himself, were eaaily accounted for, by 
peraecutions to which philosophers of his myattc school 
were liable ; and the oriental form of hia phraseology wae 
perhapa catcnlated rather lo toll than excite siispicton» fami* 
nar as it had become to the atndmt^a ear, ia ita aaabeiation 
with hie theologieal aludiea. Dartd, brave and ardent aa he 
was hiaiaelf, conid form no conception of the apedea of es- 
Ifanaiaam which impelled ^e aichemiat thoa to bnry himself 
^▼e, rather than break off^in the midae the mysterious search 
lo which he was devoted, and which, every day, appeared on 
the eve of being^ crowned wiih success. The feelinj^s, there- 
fore, which liiul beset him this lui^ht, were of so indrtiuile a 
nature, thai lie was prob;ibiy noi aware lumself, of the nature 
of his suspicions, till they were confirmed by the instaotane* 
ous ^Lince he had caught of the Jewish l aluind. 

His sickness of heart, accompanied by " an horror of great 
darkness,'* cojitinued for some time, and he had not yet been 
able to collect his bewildered senses, when he fell himself 
drawn out from his hirkint!; [)lace by a small, cold, but steady 
liand. David trembled at tlie touch. He felt as if his soul 
was in the grasp of a demon, but he had no pow( i- t ) sirnrr- 

fle. When they had gained the vestibule, the damsel took 
own the lamp from the wall, and pointing to the steep stair, 
radely cut out of the living rock, ahe motioned him to aa- 
ccnd, while ahe liffhted hia ateps. 

They went on for some considerable space in ailence, till 
they reached a kind of landing-place. Here the stair eaded, 
and from thia« the commnnieation with the world above wan 
by a aoapended ladder; upon which David waa ahoat to atep 
mechanically, when he waa withlield by hia condttcireaa* 

First awear," aaid ahe, that thou wilt not reveal even 
to thy boaom friend, what hath this night come to thy know*' 
ledge.'* 

Tempt me not/' answered the atodent, hardly knowmg 

what he said, I will not swear." 

••Swear," repeated the damsel, sinking her voice to a; 
whisper, "swear, if thou wuuidsi live ! My father'aliftl is 



ill tiiL pal ill of thine hand; were U miAO own I would trust 

liiuu without an oath.*' 

** I swenr," saiil the htudL'nt. 

•» By iluii whom tliou naiiR^t thy Redeemer?'* 

«* By lliin cruciiied !" said David bitterly ; and, bowiog 
his head, he made the sign of the cross njum his bosom. 

*' Tlieii go ill peace, and may tlie God of the Jew and ilie 
Christian <to with thee!" David grasped the ladder with au 
unsteady hand, and mounted the hrst step; when the damsel 
touching a spring c<>ncealed in the wiili, the portion of the 
landing-place on which he had jnst stood gave way, nnd 
swung, l)y means of hinges, in what appeared to be an uni'a- 
thomable abyss. David looked lor a moment at the danger 
ffom which his oath had saved h'ini; and then, bestowing 
ypmi the Jewess a parting g^aneet in which admiration and 
despair struggled with religious horroff he ascended the lad- 
der into the ^weliing4iott8e^ above, and^ giopiiig hb vay K» 
the doori staggered ool into the night; 



CHAPTER V. 

We are told by certain philosophers that the human body 
undergoes a peipctual process of change, and thai a man, at 
diflcrent epochs of his life, so far as the material is con- 
cerned, is thus absolutely a liiircrenl individual. The revo- 
lutions ol" llie n.ind, on the oihnr hand, ahhough they are 
mucii liiore apparent, da not alTect ilt' individuality. \X& 
may receive a new bone or a new muscle, without perceiving- 
the trick which natuie luii^ upon us; but when one set of 
seutunents takei» the phice of auoihur, we are couseious tliat 
it is merely a change and not a renewal. 

We may ilhisirale this by the example at the present mo- 
ment nearest at hand. When David Armstrong went to bed 
after parting with the Jewess, he felt as if the world had 
pasiied away from him like a aerolly and as if he himself was 
a single solitary atom, dancing unseen and unknown in im- 
maanrable space. When we meet with him again in the 
momingf he is calculating whether it will he isor^ Ait while 
to pnxane his search after the philosopher's stone with his 
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ntnt mister, aemmg lhal this individual WM aa tmbelievii^ 
9 suoh as God would, in all probability, conaider unwordqr 
of BueoMNi. Yei Dand it ail tbo time tlia aame IntaUaetBal 

being. 

air and maiuier en ithh OMmiiBg were ao aligbtly dif- 
fimnt aa to evoke no obaenrafion oo the part of Us eoUege 
corapaniona; and ibe deliberate yet energetie pace with 
whieh he vaaally traveraed the hill of St O^eviAve, waa aa 
daUbetaie and eneigeiie aa erer. There waa» notwithatand^ 
iBg, 9om0 ehaoge, diough slight, aa well ia the ontwaid aa 
in the inner man of the scholar* His face waa a shade paler, 
and his ragged hood hong imr hta ahonlckre with even more 
of blaekgaardism than yesterday. In his whole persK^n,-!!! 
fret, he might be said to have somewhat more the look of a 
desperado than heretofore; while throughout the clay there 
was exhihitod a kind of exaggeration even in his most ordi- 
nary feelinffs which sometimes both surprised and annoyed 
Sir Archibald iioufflas. 

The knight had given due reflection to the case o\' hi» ' 
friend, and (lad arranired a phm for hnngiiig inm forward in ; 
the career of armj^. In sides tuin ni^; Ins present services to ac- 
count in a very im[)(irt;mt maiLer which rehited to himself. 
Their new meeiiiig, Ix sides, was in th^^ morning and in a pa-f 
lace, not in a ruin and in the dark; and it is not wonclrrfnl. 
thcTefore, that the gaze which he heslowed upon the sttidciu's 
bgure, was as full of mirth as of renewed astonistiment. 
Darid, whose satisfaction, in ordinary cases, was exprr^ped 
by what may be ealkd a brightemrig of the face raiiu r iliau .i 
a smile, and who was never, on any occasmi, provoked to 
kogh ootright, suffered himself with great gravity to be turn* j 
ed round by his friend, and surveyed from head to heel* I 
And now, Arehifo^/' said ,fae, if your euriofiity is aa- ; 
tisfied, let us hear at onee the newest gibes on the dress of a « 
poor aeholar, and then we may proeeed at once to the pw^ 
peae of our conference without more grimaces." ^ 

** Let me taught then, onee for all/* replied his- friendf 

and then I ahaU be aa solemn aa yonraelf. O what a sight 
were this for the old wives of the Border, whose fire-aide i 
stories are still warm with the deeds of Philip Armstrong ! 
Off, ye rags I*'~aBd he tore down anddenly a large fragment 
of the hood* » Away with your spider's webs, for here are 
steel and leather in exchange !" , 1 

"Permutaiio Diomedis et Glaucis," said the seholar; "it 1 
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would be iknB mbamfe of goldm aroMMir for biM. Y^U 
nevertheless, I am in nowise bigoited to a partievlar garb* 
As for the hood— let it go ; although I will not aay that it 

might not have been becomingly worn for some while yet. 
Neither, Archibald, was it any thin^ like the weavings of that 
Lydian lass, Arachne, to which Vfui liken it, as iiiaay a lug 
and haul which it bore in Us clay will testily. You must 
know it was the true epitogiuTiiy and wajj absolutely indis- 
pensable ad luqaeruliun in univcrsitate ; without it I could 
Moi have opened my mouth. In the day-time it was a gar- 
liirnt; in the night-tim<' a lilankct; and wlialever rents it had 
were rrceived in defending my skin. Weil, welif old friend, 
fare tluM^ well in God'8 nnme!" 

" A nidsi iDoving epiiuph; and now ibr the iiiterment il& 
yonder heap ol ashes in the fire-|dace." — 

" Hold !" cried the scholar, it may -till serve to mend the 
gown it once ornamented and^ ibiding up the rag cavefalfyy 
ho put ii into his pocket. 

I have said/' continued he» that I care not for the form 
of a garment, and it ia e?en so : yet the profeaaion of a etii* 
dent affords me certain privileges which are useful; avd 
nhnve ail ibittga, it 18 an oatenaible employment which drawo 
^fSf from my goinga out and oominga in, the prying eyes of 
the world. Sut for theae cireomataneea I ahooU pf«fer a 
ated jacket to a acholar'a gown.** 

And what harm aie you about that yon ahould dsead the 
eyea.of the world?'* 

^ The greateal harm imaginable* I em about aarpaaeinig 
the Teat of the woiid, or at leaat attempting to do aOt in a ape* 
eiea of knowledge which would make me at onoe the wrf 
and the victim or my feilow-men* Bat you cannot compre- 
hend me. You are ignorant of the progress of science and 
diacovery. The affinittea» the attractions, the antipathies 
which exist in physical objects, you either pass unobserved, 
or attribute them to the power of magic. The influence of the 
stars, felt by all nature, both animate ami inanimate, you con- 
fine to the vast ocean. You believe what you ^ee, but will 
believe nuihiug ou even the aioiit direct and uiiuilible deduc- 
tion." 

** I believe this, my dear Trie iid, that you are talking very 
learnedly ; but, ibr the life oi me, I cannot teii on what sub* 
ject.'* 

You beUeve,*' cuutiituad the achokr, that wiisi exiata 
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Wtfl made ; and you must therefore believe that there is an 
art of making it. To the ordinary species of knowledge we 
are permitted an e asy access ; but to the higher and more 
sublime, we can only attain through the intermechate sie\)^ of 
science, and by the direct favour of God. In natural hi^sinrv, 
for instance, we know that siiljilun and quicksilver the 
bases of all the metals; wUilc astrology teaches u:i ihai the 
formation of each is presided over by a particular planet : that 
ot gold, by the sun ; of silver, by the moon ; of copper, by 
Venus; of tin, by .Tuj)Uer; of lead, by Saturn; of iron, by 
Mars ; and of quicksdver. by Mercury. Wc know these 
things, not as possibilities, but as sure and certain facts ; and 
the necessary deduction is, that when natural philosophy and 
astrology are eompisleiy UDderstood, the man who is permit- 
ted by heaven to attain to such divina knowledge will be 
able to convert the baser into the more pveesoua metala at 
will/' 

" Then yon ate an alchemist V* satd the knight* with some 
•urprise. 

^ I am an fanmlde ehemisi» etriring to attain to the per fee* 
tien of his art, which is called alchemy. Still another gfu 
mace ? What, mliy I aakt do you believe V* 

*^ I believe that the precious metals were ^i ven to the worki 
merely to stimulate valoor and indastry. The artisan labours 
for them with his hands ; the merchant, with his peddling 
craft; and the kniglit, with his frood sword: and God will 
never permit so wise a t^ystem to be overturned by the alche- 
mists. As for the stars, 1 believe, accordinijr to Scripture, that 
they were intended for nothing else than iainpb la enlighten 
the earth." 

"According to Scripture, O igiiniance! * Canst thou hiud 
the sweet influences ofJ^leiades, or loose the bands ol Ui inti?' 
Hut to argue is vain. Astrology is a science built entirely 
upon experience, and must tli ere fore be cast down by facts, 
not disputations. It existed in the days of Job, fiid ii rxists 
iu ours. Nothing can be simpler, and yet more ineonipre- 
hcnsible. Why a planet being at one distance from the zodiac 
rather than another, or why entering a house or region of one 
ai^n, rather than another, it should influence or foretell cer- 
tain foruines to him at whose birth it presided, ti is imposei- 
Ue to understand. Astrology^ howevert hy a series of expe- 
riences carried down fcom age to age, establishes the fact; 
and with this we must be aatiafted. 'Knowest ihou the or- 
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jlln^pj^ of lieaven T saith the Scripture, « O^iMtt Iboii aei tfav 
domuiioB tfaftreof o« tb« earth ? Hast thou enieced into tho 
•fvingv of ihe ieai orliaii thou walked in tlie eemh j»f the 
depth T By what way ie the lu|hi parted which saattereth iba 
aaat wind upon the earth V — Alaa 1 the very utmeat height to 
which even the alchemist can hope to attaint i« the auhatiatam ' 
of knowledge, eompoatid of fiicta« the meaning end origia of 
which are hidden in impenetrahle darkoesa* Beyond thia* 
all the learniiig of JN igidinaFigiilttahiflMelf wooki be foolish- 
ness." 

** As for iS igidius Fi^luSt" said the young knight, who 
now foresaw the deiuoiuion of his plans by means of the 
stars, *'he bears but a licailKMUbh naoie, and 1 thank the Vir- 
gin I know nothing about him — although I can readily be- 
lieve his learning to be fuulish enough." 

** Hold!" cried tiie scholar indignantly, Nigidius Fi^- 
liis was the most learned man in the most learned age of the 
world; he was the superior even of the prodigious Varro— 
the friend ol' Cicero, and the first natural pliilosopher and as- 
trologer of the time ! It was he who read in the stars the fate 
of Octavius, and foretold that he should be master of the em* 
pile. But what avada all this to auoh aa you? Qan peaiia 
he appreciated by——** 

Swine. Never mtnce the word* Were you a aoldier, 
it might be dangeroue ; bat a moping student, who passes hio 
Ufo in dreaming of the state, and reading Nig[idfus Fig^fiddio» 
—what ia hie name?— may use any peaiia of ^oquence he 
pleasea*** David'a lip grew m rigid as marble, and he atiodo 
through the room widi the air of a moaa-trooper; whUe bia 
long hlack gown, soiled and torn, and the remaining rags of 
tite hood atreaming down hia baekt gn^e a toneh of the hdi- 
culona to his anger. 

Archibald of the Braea/* aaid he» atopjMng suddenly 
short, and confronting hia friend, ** you have yourself assist- 
ed lo unfrock me. Beware that I do not complete the work, 
ami UiUb iiiiuw aside altogether the protecliou uf my scholar'^ 



•« Over God's forbode !" cried the knight, " for, judging of 
the under by the upper garments, the exposure would be 
something less than decent. But what is the matter, man? 
My only off*prtce is, having offered you a dress of steel and 
le:itl\er instead of th3.se miserable rags — having endeavoured 
to turn you from a atarving aiudent into anayatanngsoidioi >■ 
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liaTiag desired to eonverl yoa from heetlmueai to OiineiMt- 
nUy— " 

. ^ Hold r mtetmpted the eekohur esfeiiy, it ie a baee, 
vulgar, and abominable error, to sapfiose thai the eeieoeee we 
talk of ate indwded in the analhemae of tiie ehareh. They 
an neithof wn* conjeetofalv nor erroQeoi»» but eieentially 
founded on ezperienee and oaloalattoii; and in the synodal 
statttte to which yoa refer, De Bortilegiia— 

Bah ! I know nothing ofsueh trompery ; I only say that 
this Nigalus Figfoms— But, holy St. Bride, what noise is 
that? Have the English rallied^ and retaken Uic city, or are 
tlie poor students at it again V 

"Touching the statute De Sortilegiis," persisted David; 
but his vuice was drowned in a shout which burst f rom au 
immense crowd now iloodinff the street opposite the windows ; 
and, following his friend, wht) liad bounced out of the room 
without ceremony, he took hold of his arm, and wiiile they 
shouldered their way through the raass, continued a defence 
of the orthodoxy of tiie subUoie scienceSyOf which the knight 
heard not one syllable. 

The crowd consisted, not only of the asnal rabble of the 
Street, hat also of persons of the upper ranks, who lent their 
voices like the others, to swell the din. In the middle a line 
of horsemen — if men they eouid be called— broke slowly 
tinoQgh the living sarge, singing, shouting, leaping, and dis- 
charging sqaibs* crackers, and other fire-works. Most of 
them were in the garb of beasts, stoffed, as it were, into the 
f^ns of the animals they represented ; but instead of the head, 
•€6me hideoos and eztravagai^tiace grinned from their shoold- 
ers, and was surmounted by a pair of enormous horns, which 
proclaimed the wearers to be devils. Mingling with these, 
several personatres appeared with cowls and tonsured crowns; 
but iiiiiead of ilio robes of pnctrts, ihcir dress was white ; 
their heads were ornamented with asses* ears, and in one 
hand they held a green or yellow conical cap, while in the 
other thpv floiiii^htMl a bauble decorated with bells. 

** It is ;in annonni t oient of the bioiherhood of the Passion," 
said David, " It is thus the citizens are invited to attend their 
representations at ific fiospital of the Trinity." 

** Accepted for two,'' cried the yonn^ knight joyously, 
•*See wlit it is to travel! By St. Bnde, they will hardly 
believe me in Scotland, when 1 tell them of iticse doings 1*^ 

«*Theoostia two sous," said Da?id» withaaigh. 

TOSi. I. 6 
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" It matters not*'* 

Each 

ii Were it twice tbs 8UKi| yott aad I shall make two ol tlie 

company." 

•* Well, you will need a friend at your elbow ; and it may 
be, thnt you will find me worth the money. But take notice* 
Azchibaid, that I go entirely upon your invitation, and for 
your behoof; and thai th* said amount is to be fl«t dowa to 
mfi neither as a loan nor as a gift. And in troth/* eontuined 
be* tulMng his hands when the aflear was settled, ym eay 
wellf diat ^e folks of the Borders wiMild hardly believe yon ! 
Why, it was only in the ragn of Gbarles*s firtber^— poor de- 
mented efeatnre» whom tatod ean hardly condemn^ sinee he 
did not ironefasafe him feason for a guide^-^that the brother* 
hood of the Passion became what they are to-day. Before 
that time, some miserable farces wore pluyed upon the streets 
by the jongleurs, with iiddles, and bells, and drums, aiui 
shouting of profane songs; but to-day we have a re^rnhir 
theatre, and magnificent scenery, where the most sublime 
mysteries are performed by a whole convent of actors, most 
of them sworn ecclesiastics.** 

*« I have seen that same brotherhood," said the kniglit, " I 
have seen whole wagon loads of them, and their scenery, 
passing from one town to another, drawn by oxen; and I 
eoold desire no better refreshment for a wayfaring man, than 
to ride by their side, and listen to the songs with which they 
beguiled their journey, taken (torn the mystery of the Nati- 
vity, or <^ the Canaanean. 

Those, my friend, were but strolling players t and, al* 
diough each troop calls itself the Oonfririe of the Passion, 
ifot one of them has any right to the name* The original • 
ConffMe was transferred IWmi St. Maur to Paris, in the se- 
cbnd year of this century, anthorized by letters patent; and 
so devotedly attached to the divine art did the Parisians be- 
come, thut II was feared the theatre would celipse the church, 
and that men w ould go to kneel and pray before llic scenes of 
the mimic Passion, instead of attending to the service of the 
altar. For this reason the hour of vespers was changed, in 
order that it might not be intcric led with by the hour of the 
play ; and if vou nic devoutly dit^posed, as I tniB tyoti always 
are, before going to the Trinity, we can take our ghostly com- 
fort at the new temple of St. Julian of the Minstrels, where 
the mass wSI not bo dm- woM fto good mnsio»" 
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*' Agreed, David," said Sir Archibald, ** provided you wilt 

' mjoy with me, in the firM place, the carnal comlbrtoi agood 
dinner m the palace, for it is now mid-day." 

1 ^'I am not accustomed to dine so eodyt" foplied the seba^ 

iMTt howbell, IS it wiU oosyb notiiilig to eilher of us, I may 
•8 Vipll Bit 4nmn with yo«. Al the same liait* Archibald, if 
TOOT allowanoe of vivres riioiild not be fiurljr aaooghfov boidit 
I chaige you do mot balk yo«nr appetite, 8eel]i| thai it ia my 
voat to £uit tin midnight; and wfaUe yqfu aal|I eaa amailafai 
you with aome brief aecoont of the origin, aeope, and tai^ 
danay of the synodal atamta De Sovtilegiia/' 

Darfd*a misgivings ware not confirmed ; fbrtba aUewuiea 
heingr proportioned, not to the supposed appetite, but to the 
kiughily rank of the ffuest, it turned out to be amply sufficient 
for two men. With an entertainer of inieiior siaiion, the stu- 
dent must certainly have had recourse to the expedient pro- 

, posed, of filling his mouiii with hard words; but as it was, 
he did nut utter a single syllable during the meal. 

** It were a shame," f^nid he, at length, resfini; iq^oii his 
elbows from sheer fatigue, although his knife still maintained 
ita perpendioolary with a threatening edge towards the remains 

i of a eonpte of roaated fowls, it were a shame that the 

j gde^ts of a king dioald not do their de?oirt with auch truly 
royal fare before then ; hot if the eummataiiBe reach the ear 
of pharlea, I tmat that moat meioos prince will, ao far as I 
an eoseened, take tlM will for the dead; aeeing that I am 
only a poor elaik and aeholar» and more accustomed to ftat 
than to feaat*** David, however, did ao wonderfully well for 
s person of abaiemiova Mnt^ that the knight amaaed bimaelf * 

' with admit ing the proweaa of hia firiend, long after hehiuaelf 
was hors de combat. The fare, to say the truth, waa a 

I quality which our student was but hide aeeustomed to. A 
few eggs, when their price did not exceed six sous a hundred, 
or a salted herring iii Ih-ii thereof, formed the larger share of 
his daily comforts at the universiry ; nnd even his subterra- 
nean supper, thougii so well dre.-s( d, ami so agreeably served, 
rarely afforded any thing better than beef, which (toffeilier 
with pork) was the fninmon iViod of the artizans. On the 
preaent occasion, mutton, veal, and fowl, graced the board; 
and even a small portion of game— a dainty appropri^ti ex- 
eltiaively by the nobles. 

**Come, my friani," cried the knight widi that exulting 

I feeling of after^inaer domfortt which in penona of aa acuve, 
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OQl^MooFi IHb, betokraul good health ; aad in others tlie ap* 
pmob of (wraljrsw nr apofilexy — Gone, David, since wa 
haTO at least doae our h&st to do honour to the ^ing, let U9 
now draik a jcup to the h eal th of our ladim I'' Davia wtaoed 
a» if he had been wounded; his jaw fell; and a lookt not only 
of aadoese hoi dismay, douded suddenly die brighlaess whm 
had risen inW his iace« 

isacuatom/* said he slowly, <<at least of doablM 
or^odo^. In the more aneisnt anthors we find no tcaee ef 
drinking to the health, akh(mgh persons sitdnf together were 
in the habit of inviting, or challeiiirinir one another to the po* 
tation — a practice, by the m a\ , Ibi bidden in the capimiaries 
of Charlemagne. As lor drinking the health of the absent, it 
belongs, I fear me, rather to heathenism than Christianity ; 
for has not toasting the saints tlicm selves been strictlv inter- 
dicted hy the church? It is, indeed, a superstition of the 
f:i]K y, a iibiition as it were, to some apifituai £bnu seen by 
the eyes of the soul — '* 

** On what look you ?'* intertupted the knight; for David 
had turned liis head, as if to gaze at some object on the wall. 

Aiar of," continued he, lonely, and bright, and beaati*» 
ful^rising, like a star, in the desert and impassable walenift 
a Venus Anadyomene of the heart !" 

<^ Alas r' sud the knight with feeling, yon are a prksly 
a&d you may not love without sin.'' 

^ I am yet unsworn I" replied the stndent, starting; ^* and. 
eyen were it otherwise, it is lawful to doubt upon tktf subjecl. 
Not to talk' of the earample of many of the disciples and apos- 
tles, the marriage of priests was legalized by the Great Coun- 
cil of Nicea and after that time, the names of Cailerios, Sy- 
donius, Simplicius, and a multitude more — all hishops, and ail 
married, give warrant ior the practice. Was not the famous 
and holy St. Gregory the son of a bishop ? and in the throne 
of St. Peter itself, has there not been an Osius, a liondace, a 
Felix, a John, an Agapet, a Silvester, all children of ecclesi- 
astics ?"* Having finished this speech, David emptied a 
inighty goblet atone puU, and then iiUed again. 

• Eneas Siivius, afterwards Pope Pius II., durinc; the lifeUmc of our 
friend David Armstrong, but a little later than the present date of the 
■loijr» defei|ded the marriag* of priests ; declaring eligible to the papal 
duor, not only a man who had been* bai a man who aotaally was, mar> 
nod— ^Him adliua^ wttrnm hdniit^ aad 
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fhrn is ao mock toon f«r eontnmtsj, of whftt winmug^ ii 
ii lo be acnqraloiM T TbeoA wemay'iiotdmiklDllien^ ' 
angda are not indnded in & interdict I Hete^ iken, to omx 
Iad74ofe8 ! Here, to the very dregs — were poison at the 
I bottom!*' and emptying the measure at a draught a« before, 
' , he set down the goblet, looking pale and horior-slricken. 
The knight stared at the vehemence of his friend ; but as love 
18 a subject on which iill soils of extravagaiices both in speech 
and action are perniiiied, his surprise did not continue more 
than a moment. A reaction, however, appeared to take 
place in Davurs maimer; his spirits sunk; and the ^cik rous 
jnire which lie hed swallowed in nn inuis!7a] rjur^ntity, seemed 
to have no elTect, either in opening hrs h( art or his lips. It 
wa?^ already too late for vespc rs, but they got up soon after 
to go to the theatre ; the knight not a little disappointed that 
the turn which he had purposely given to the Gonveiaattoiiy 
bad not led to the mutaal eoaBdence he deaired. 

The street St. Denia was crowded by persons of all ranka, 
whose deatinalion waa, like thehr owtty the Imspiial of the 
Triailf ; and move espeeialljr at the openinga leaduif froontlie 
great cbnrehes or eoftTeiita» tba thofoughfafe waa abmat 
eboked op bir tribnlary atreama of poputirtion Hooding ham 
vaqpeta. The koigbt and hia friend, however, made good 
tbeirpaasage with very litde d^ay ; Davidt wbo leooU^ted 
bia office of gnaidian and eondaelar, leading the way wi^ 
grealatndea. Withbiadaapedknnekleabefofebbn,loaerf« 
for a prow, hi8 elbowa eloae to bia riba, and bis gownindated 
by the wind, he bore steadily on through the crowd, like a 
ship under full sail. They at length reached the door, and 
' having paid their money, passed through a region (>( noise^ 
I where the spectacle was announced by the beating of drums, 
' and by men bawling at the pitch of .their Yoices, and entered 
the house. 

Sir Archibald, who was thrown into a tumult of wonder 
and deli^rht by the novelty and magniiieeiice of the scene, . 
overpowered his friend with questions. 

^^In the name of God,'' cried he, ''what are those Taat 
paintings, that aie ranged round the walls ?*' 

That ia the temple of Solomon,*' lepUed David, whose 
apirits seemed to rise with the hurry and excitation around 
, Um; " thnt is the palace of Herod ; that ia the house of Caia- 
I pbaa, IkubttahliiaabllheretbeyeoaMsboldyoQffioiMP*^ 
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iriB y« f Hmm 1*^ aad he and the yooDf knigiil joinedfaiftily 
ia Ibe i^aenl dioiitt with whieh ue appMfanee 4tf tlM lefom 
im hailed by tiie mdieace. The whole stmigth of ih«tzDop 
preieoled iledf spoil, the floor at ooe mNDml; asioiuilmg 
peibaps to m handfed and fifty individnals ; Iml of these a 
^good many were seated, indieaUDg that on this oceaaion they 
were not to take any share in the scene* Haying thus pie-' 
iented themselves to the company, the prologue was spoken, 
which finished by rcLiucbUng silence i and they all withdrew 
to allow the piece to commence. 

The scenery consisted of paradise, hell, and purgaloiy ; as 
well as numerous caillily habitations : and the personages, 
besides Jesus and iht disci|)lc^, Pontius Pdate, 4&C., included 
a goodly eumpany oi devils, angeis, doctors of law, scribes, 
pharisors, priests, kings, saints, virgins, knights, shepherds, 
clowns, and tldevcs. The cf^lcs of hell were represented by 
immense gaping jaws, by which the devils made their entrance 
and exit, surrounded by smoke and flames. The clowns 
were habited like those they had seen on the streets, and their 
jests were frequently directed against the clergy themselves, 
and couched in language so indecent as wonld have been tole- 
rated nowhere else than on the stage. The actots being chi^y 
priests, it is needless to say, IhAt the female parts were per- 
formed by boys. 

The andienee seemed to take the most intense interest in 
the pieoe, and to identify themselves eompletely with the 
actofs* They knelt, they wept, they sboated, they seteamed» 
they beat their breasts, they joined in ihe ehms, they emitted 
'thunders oflangfater and applause* A bad actor, or even n 
bad action, was received with hisses and groans ; but when 
pleased, the ciy of Be! Be! (bis*-eneore) resounded through 
the fheatre* The downs especially received a full portion of 
the public patronage, but above all — the devils; and at one 
time almost every individiia in iliai vast multitude might have 
been heard joining iu Liie burden : 

** Sauice d enier, saulcc d'cnfer, 
4a3C smiteuis de Lucifer V* 

The kmght wm in particular surprised by the inn mate 
acquaintance winch the audience seemed to possess, not only 
with the events, but even with the words of the drama. The 
* Parisians, ho weveri were accustomed to see the mysteries pei^ 
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finrnied mtpioeeMioiiiy and on other piiUie oeeaiioos, as wall aa 
in the iheatve ; and even in the proTincea» when the number of 
actors chanced to be ahortt it was often fiUedup instantaneously 
from among the apectatbnu It was a common occurrence, in- 
decMd, either in town or country^ when any actor happened to be 
too slow, or to have altogether forgotten a sentence, for a hua- 
lired voices at once either to prompt or anticipate hiin. * 
Tlie knight for a considerable time was too much occupied 
with the actors aiid the story, to bestow any attention upon 
. the audience ; but all on a sudden, his eye appeared to catch 
some object amon<T the latter, which ri vetted his gaze, as by a 
speil. David, absorbed in the interest oi the .^cene, had hith- 
erto answered his friend's questions, and responded to his 
acclamations, rather mechanically, than as fully comprehend-' 
ing them ; but when these all on a sudden ceased, his mind 
bestowed that cognizance upon the negative iilterniption^ 
which it had failed to do upon the positive. 

Will yon not look, man said he, jogging his compsn- 
iony will you not listen ? Fye, Archibald ! do yon reverse 
the enaUim of the Lamiae of Plutarch, and shut up your eyee 
when you come abroad ! See to that ill-fa voared goblin with 
the flameH^oloured beard ! Hark ! thwack ! thwack ! These 
were wallops like the echoes of a listed field : and faith, no 
wonder, for the chiel's shoulders are cased in iron under his 
leopard's skin« Hear to him now — what a sublime roar! 
Heard you ever the like of that ? Now ye villain ; vanish, 
good Lucifer; jump into yonder fiery jaws, and make room 
for your comrade, Hashmodai, who will by and by bounce 
out before us from the cinders of licU like a roasted clieriinut. 
There — did I not tell you? Vadif, he oroes out; silent mi- 
neatrclli, tiie music ceaj^es ;" and a moincntary pause in the 
action taking place, David had time to ioiiow the directiou of 
his companion's eyerf. 

Is it thereabouts, yon arc f said he, ** A. comely lass, as 
I am a sinner! — with blue eyes that look down kindly yet 
loftily upon the eartii, and hair like an ancient Gaul, whose, 
locks, as Pliny relates, were died by artifice of a still brighter 
Uond than nature tiad painted. What saith the Lai de Lanvalt*' 
and he song the following lines from that popular romance so 
louffly and so welUas to attrsct the attention even of the lady 
coneemed: 

Flor de et roM nove^e, 
Quant ale pert on tMie d*£t^, 
TfespaMoit eUe de buut6» 
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When the lady bed turned her ejm Um^xdn Ae fiMp 
wbeoee the ▼oiee pfoeeeded, she appeaiod lo be mM&aij 
i^f^ted by some deeper feeling ibaa modesty ^ beeliftihieeei 
for ber blush did nol merely iUmBuie her ehed^St bvl offar* 
spread both bitiw sad nedt* The knight at the same m«H 
ment pressed his eompaiiioii*s arm fiaiedy« in tdLsn lo besio 
Ieiit» while he endea^ovred to withdraw his own peison inta 
the shsde. 

Take away your fingers, AfehibaM»** said dia seiialar; 

"it 18 an evil enetoni you have — and I would strongly beg 

of you for the future to express your wishes by word of 
nioutii. But if you still retain tiie facuhy of human speech, 
tell me, I beseech you, who is he beside the damsel — that 
tall old man, with the brilliant and benevolent eyes, and 
beard as white as the drifted snow. The face gleams upon 
me like some spectral luiul I nu7st have seen in my dreams; 
for sure 1 am it never [)elt)re appeared to my waking eyes.** 
That," replied the kni^trlu, ** is the famous Oro>^iiiaadel, 
an Arabian pr: ilosoplier, who has travf^lled ten times farther 
than Marco Paulo, or Sir John Maiideviiie, and to whom, in 
learning, your Nigulus Figulus is a fool. He is, besides, the 
friend, confidant, and instnietor of ibmi magnifiecnl nobto 
nan, the Lord de Retz— 

*^ Of whose daag hter and heiress, the damsel of Lafil» I 
km jwit DOW Bang the prataer' demanded Ihe aehd^nr* 

Even so ; but apeak oot* man; I wnot read your iaeOf 
aUioagb it is written over with mmm m Uaek and da^ m 
tbe new eharacten of Oatlembarg. 

Anon, en6n«*! replied David, with another medilalive 
gaie at the olneeta of his enrioaity ; ** but here eomea Hmtr 
modail Ixiok to the etage, Arehibaldt if yon would knew 
what acting is, and what a devil can do I** 

The atndent epeedlhr lbq^t» not only the AraUan philoeo- 
pher and the damsel of Lavti, bot his companion beside him, 
and he became once more completely absorbed in the interest 
of tlie scene. His gestures ai lenfit-th were so extravagant as 
to attract the notice of Sir A reliil);il(l, whose thoughts and 
eyes were busy enou^li lu anoiher quarter; and unacquainted 
with the things which had so recently agiiated his tVieud to 
the very centre, the young knight made the mistake of attri- 
buting entirely to w inn, en'ecis which were in reality pre* 

duced by a variety of concii rriiic^ cnnscs. 

The actor who persoxuted Uaahmodai was either imwelir 
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or imperfect in bto part; and the voices of the audience were 
ioud both in prompting and condemning him. Among these, 
the smooth sonorous tones of the student, capable, as one 
would iiave ihouglu, of any degree of expansion, were pre- 
dominant; and at length the pas of criticism seemed to be 
surrendered to him by universal ronsent, and his accents 
were heard, lofty and alone, above ilie suppressed murmur 
whicli rilled the liieatre. The unhappy ])ertonner, confused 
and alarmed, soon lost all presence ol mind; and at the pre- 
cise point which required the greatest energy, he stofiped 
suddenly in his speech^ and stood stock still. The noise 
was liow deafening, some voices prompting, some hissing, 
some groaning;, when, in thie midst of all, David Armstrong 
saddenly bounded through the crowd, leaped upon tlie stage, 
tore off the dress from the foundered actor, and clapping his 
prodigions horns upon his own head, went on with the 
maimed rites" of the part, shouting in a voice that rang 
like thunder through the noose 

** Devils of hell, horned and horrible, 
Great and small, with eyes of baBiiisks, 
Infamous dogs! what has become of youl"* 

The astonishment with which Sir Archibald beheld this 
scene was lost in delight; and he joined the loudest of the 
loud, in the applauses which filled the house. David went 
on with the part with admirable spirit; and in the passages 
which actors were accustomed to interpolate of their own 
authority, he seemed to take the opportunity of easing his 
heart of a whole load of bitterness. The state, the clergy, 
and above all, the university, were by times the object of his 
sarcasms; and in the closing scene, when he bounded into 
the jaws of hell, and disappeared in smoke and fire, the 
cheers which echoed through the theatre were the most en- 
thusiastic ever remembered. 

When all was over, the spectators, accord in fr to a very 
general custom, rose like one man to demand i}ie re-appear- 
ance of the successful actor; and cries of "Ilnshmodai! 
HashmodaiT* resounded on all sides. But Hashmodai was 
gone. He had thrown down his horns behind the scenes, 

• DiaMes d'enfer, horrible et cornus, 
GroH pt merujs, aiix regards basiliques, 
Iniam^ chiens, qm' etee vous devomm? 

Myttery of (he VonceptUtu 
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tnd MMiimad liii nm tffl he jeieaped turn dui 1imm» and 

enguUed htnfsclf in the eiovd of the itreet fid* Denifl. The 
audience at lengdi Tetired* in tome doabt bb to whether the 

goblin-like figure ihey had seen ww not Hashmodai himself, 

come express from heii to arause the iaiiabiLanls of the fiiat 
eiiy 111 i^urupe. 



Thb dlseloeare which our young knight had intended to 
poor into the ear of bis eeleeted confidant* is perhape fanii- 
mtf by personal experience, to all oor readers} but in this 
instance^ it wae marked by ciieumstanoefl peenliar to the 
andf in fact, to the epoch* when, owing to inteiitiae diaam> 
eiotts, and the presence of a foreign enemy at the -same time, 
the wildest confusion reigned thioughont die country. Tliese 
circumstances, however, wiQ of necessity be so amply de- 
veloped in the course of the following narrative, that at pre- 
sent we shall content ourselves with declaring what id iiecea- 
sarv Uy be kiiowa, iii as few pages as possible. 

\V Jien Sir Archibald Douglas of the Braes found himself, 
at the death of old Sir Archibald, the inheritor of little more 
than a sword, which had been long famous in the border 
. wars, he determined, like a youth of sense and spirit, to go 
forth i?ito the world, lo ptisfi his fortune. At that time, 
and for centuries ])pf{^rr, :in<l niter, France was the Canaan 
of the Scots; and all those who were driven forth by fate or 
folly into the wildernesd, turned their faces toward this land 
of promise* These adventurers beingi wiChont ezceptioDt 
brought up to arms from their infancy, and beingt generally 
speaking, distinguished for military faith as wdl as valour, 
never failed to find a welcome from their warlike hosts. The 
two countries, berides, had been bound together by aUiaiicesy 
or treaties, from time immemorial ; and thus when a Scot de- 
licended from his mountains, and betook himself to ihe fer> 
tile fields of FrancCi he found that he had only changed his 
hone. 

But Sir ArcHibald had another inducement, alreruiv known 
to the reader. Thai gallant earl of Douglas (hia godfather, 
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near kinsman, and chief,) who had led over five thousand 
Scots to the aid of Charles VII., then in the extremity ofha^ 
dtoteroM, had been created, in the jear 1424, in testimony of 
wynl gratitodet duke of TovraiDe. The dake, indeed, wee 
man in the Bene year, and eo was his son ; bul the Imren 
tide at leeet lemained in the fiuntly, end the leeoUeeCkm of 
eoeli important eenrieee eould heidly have bem obHtemled 
from the mind of tlie king in ibe eooiee eC thirteen veeie* 

Wiuite?er the knight's reeolotiont howeTert m^|ht lieve 
been* it was hie ftte to go to Franee. Hie on^t wee no 
sooner completed— end, troth to ei^, it was too slender to 
require much time — than he wds summoned by the uilltience 
of his friends lo attend the princess M;n garct in her journey. 
This little bud of Scottish loyally, ilie eldest daughter oi 
James I., had been betroiUeJ lo the l)au|thni whi n she was 
only three years oi a<^e ; and now, ;d(hi>ui;h not more than 
eleven, she was considered old enough to he mariied to a lad 
of thirtcMMT. 8ir Archibald, it need hardly be said, obeyed 
the caii With the most joyful alacrity ; and, no longw a soli- 
tary knight-errent, set out for the land of adventure, in the 
eoite of e prineese, the dao^^ter of his king. He would 
have preferred, no doubt, a command in the military euc- 
eottie which accompanied ihe expedition, as the dowry of Ae 
yonng bride; bnt his powerfol frienda willed it otlierwiee^ 
and £e knight consoled Umself witb the idea that at a jnnc- 
tnre like this, there mtiet be abmidanee of fighting even in the 
moet peaeeaUe oAees, at the eonrt of Charles Vu. In eipbi- 
nation of the poliey of Ins-fHende in this respect, so different ^ 
from what might have been expected from the house of Dou- 
glas, it may be added that it was the singularly handsome 
person of Sir ArchibaUl, which induced them to choose Uie 
court for the scene of his adventures rather than the field. 

The circumstances of the journey have nothing to do with 
our narrative, til! the bridal party arrived within a few leagues 
of liie city of Touts, wlirrc ihe royal family of France then 
resided. Here the lull" princess was nu t by ainuerous groups 
of the nobility and bourgeois, who came, either by command 
or to show their seal, to escort her into the town ; and Dou- 
with the cufioeity of a wandering ScoU set himself to 
geae with all his eyee at the strangers. Among the parties 
who successively approached, there was one which more 
partimiaily inteeseted him ; consisthig of a ycmg lady, at-* 
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tended by a knight clothed irom head to foot in complete 
armour, who did not raise his vizor the whole lime. 

The IV male, iii the eyes of the young kniglu, was distin- 
guished from all tlie re^t of her sex, by a peculiar elegance 
of form and demeanour such as lie had never beheld before. 
The riding dress of ladies of distinction, m that age, as we 
Me in the Colbert manu«cnpt of Monstrelet, was not greatly 
different from that of the present day. It displayed the shape ^ 
of the body« and myifled up the feet ; but at the neck, instead 
of nmjag to the chin, it allowed the rich stomacher to be seen, 
and the fall of the shoulders to be guessed at. If Sir AiYshi* 
bald*s opinion, therefore, was erroneons, it was not for want 
of opporinnily of judging. 

The face of the stranger possessed the character of lovefi- 
ness which is termed majestic; although this appeared to 
exist more in the expression than the Matures, which were 
ratiicr petite than otherwise. Her eyes were of the darkest 
blue, bright, and yet of (hat meditative cast which is rarely 
cojijoined with rciiiaikabie brilliance ; while her complexion 
being at the same time delicately fair, and her haii of the 
beautiful l)lond, celebrated by alruosl all the poets and fubliers 
of the three precedimr centuries, she presented altogether 
those contrasts an<l l oniradictions in female beauty, which 
are, peihaps, still more exciting to the imaginalioo, and dan- 
gerous to the heart, than regular perfection. * ^ 

Her dress, altliough sufficiently common when seen at a 
little distance, appeared on nearer view to be of a quality so 
rich, that Douglas conceived her to be at the very least a 
princess. The veil which descended from the lofty cone of 
her hat, and, although supported on her left arm, reached the 
stirrups, was of a texture far more delicate than thai of the 
dauphin^B bride $ her stomacher was of cloth of gold, studded 
with gems ; and snrmonnting it, in a kind of frill whiefa en- | 
circled the neck, appeared a portion of her chemise, as fine i 
as the two which Isabella of Bavaria possessed, and which I 
were esteemed by her age as luxuries worthy of a queen. 
The purse at her girdle, called an ausmoniere, perhaps, from 
its original destination, was peculiarly elegaui m iurm, and i 
the palenioster (a chaplet of beads) which hung beside it was 
of pure gold. j 

The Scot looked long at this g-racious f^ppnriLion ; and yet, i 
but for a circumstance about to fie mentioned, he would have 

had to describe her to lus friend i>avid, only as one of those 
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llmnknntf who pM n* by in the erowA of ih« worU, waA 
Mn no HMm moii 

Chw #r ihM ibfUi uliidi St by m whm m 
Are young, and fix w <^ m Wtf tee; 

Alii oh ! tbe loveliness at timee w« iM 

In momentary gliding, the soft grace, 
The yoath, the bloom, the beauty wliich agn# 

In many a nameless l>eii»p: wo retrace, 
Whose course and home we kiiuw not, nor shall knoW) 
Like the lost Pleidad, teen no more below ! 

The young ima^m^^tion of Margaret of Hcothind was great- 
ly touched by the ;iraiu!e of the lady ; and when, in iin- 
swer to her inquiries, she was announced as the damsel of 
Laral, the guardians of the princess hastened to advise her to 
seceive, with some mark of pecoliar courteBy* Uie daughter of 
one of the most distinguished men of th^ time* Sir Axchi- 
hsld Douglas, wiio chanced to be standing near, was accord- 
ingly despatched to invite her to approach; and all on tf 
andden, he finind himseif thus thrown in contact with the 
ebjeot of his admiring gaze« 

The daroseU with her knight, and an escort of four men* 
at-arms» had in the meantime fallen behind; and Don^^as, as 
he rode np to them, observed her companion extend his hand 
hastily towards the young kdy's bridle, as if to prevent her 
advance. The Scot, however, delivered hb message, and 
Pauline dc Laval accepted the invitation promptly. 

•* It will displease your father," said the armed knight, 
hastily, in a low voice, ** there are powerful reasons; and 
being here in his stead, i entreat — nay, I — " 

*« Sir!'* exclaimed the damsel in a tone of surprise, as she 
turned her eye? upon his iron-veiled face. 

•* Tarrv, and I will explain," said ho, in one of those dtn p, 
full, riiclodious voices, wliirh caplivatf tin; ear, and win the 
conhdence; or at least return promptly, and 1 will 9how my 
meaningt as we follow the procession." On this understand- 
ing they parted ; and the damsel, with a radiant smile to 
DoQglas, pat her palfrey to a pace which compelled him to 
use his long spots in order to keep his ground by her side. 

The interview with the bride lasted but for t moment. As 
Ike young lady drew near, Maigaret, either prompted by her 
aatei ii ty afiectionale dispositiont or connselled by her goar- 
dKrtiSi epsiied her araw» and wonld hsve embreeed hsr; but 

7 
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MademoiseUe de IavbU leaping lighUy from her hocUt bent 
her knee half way to the ground, and kiaaed the little prii»» 
ces8*a hand. She then regained the saddle as suddenly as she 
had descended, but not before the ready Scot had had time to 
render her sueh assistaBGe as at 'least convinced htm that she 
was a being of earth's mould; and, with a glance and bow^ 
which he appropriated entirely to himself, she bounded back 
to her attendants. 

A turning ol the road soon after concealed her party froiii 
his view ; )>i!t Douglas had observed, just before they disap- 
peared, tlitit the same kind of debate w liich he had witnessed, 
appeared to be still going on. The mulit was evidently at- 
tempting, as his gestures showed, to dissuatU? the damsel \vom 
advancing in the path of the royai cortege; while her manner 
betrayed much more reluctance to comply ttmn conld be ac- 
counted for,'even by girlish curiosity to see the princess's re- 
ception at Tours. Added to thiSf he iiad perceived the knightr 
during the brief absence of his charge, in closer and more con- 
fidential conference with the men-at-arms, than their respec* 
tive stations, and the light nature of their present duty, seem- 
ed to warrant; and these circumstances, which at the present 
day* if marked at all, would leave no trace upon the mind, 
filled the observer in the wild and disjointed times of which 
we write, with anxiety and suspicion. 

This, we allow, may be traced in part to the interest which 
the singularly beautiful person with whom his thoughts wero 
busy had inspired, and to the natural disappointment be feh 
at losing sight of her so sudd(!nly; but Douglas, besides, 
brought up as he had been, in comparaiive seclusion, wa.« 
deeply imbued with the feelings of that romantic cluvairy 
which was already litiic more lUan a tale of the oldea time, 
and perhaps any \\ omait, in similar circumstances, would 
have proiiuced the ^ame course of thought and action. After 
lingering for an in^;tant, he disengaged himself qiii( il\ irmn 
the procession, and lullowed by four men-at-arms, wliou; hi? 
had whispered, rode back briskly, tho joh withoutaay appear- 
ance of violent li:i<te, to tlie turn of ihc rond. * 

The line ot road beyond was visible for several miies with- 
out interruption, and yet was utterly deserted. Douglas and 
his followers instantly dashed into a side path, near which the 
ohjscts of their pursuit had been last seen; and on reacliing an 
eminence, observed the four men<4t-arms« without their chiei^ 
scouring hastily away in another directiim, through the thiokeU 
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Aft I re til an ever astonislied ai ihirf spectacle, ihe Scot rDnium- 
ei\ to toliow ill the path at a hoadlonL^ irnllnp; till at length a 
?:UccLssioa 0^ fthneks ia the dbuuce coiitiraied all liis suspi- 
cions. 

The knight and the damsel were soon in view; the ibrmer 
^mpiog tlie bhdle of the palfrey, and urging Ihe animal on to 
llie paee of hie own nragMfieent horse ; whSe PaQline de Le* 

val» struggling with her ravisher, rent the air wilk her aeieemi 
as they flew. Maddened by this sight, the young Scot pnl 
Us charger to his utmost speed, and gained rapidly npon the 
fllffiaa knight. By dint of whip and spur he waa soon neaf 
eooogh to oiefce hie voice heard; which he did in the moal 
tenns of reproach, and defianooy making ^own at the same 
time in the gaUant spirit of the age, the challenger's namoi 
by the shoot of Douglas to the leecne V* 

The knigiit al tot di8re<rarded this sakitalton« hot on ibB 
nooml coming nearerf be hal^ anddenlyt leaped to the ground, 

the forelegs of tiie palfrey, and, regaining his seat in an 
instant, put his lance in rest, and awaited the pursuer. At 
this time one of tlie Scottish lucii-at-aniis was in si^ht; and 
before Sir Arclubaid h id approa4;hed wilhm the len^^th of a 
cross-bow t-hot, or in other words, near enough lu aUow the 
unknown to commence advantagetnisly his career, a second 
appeared in view. Nothing daunted, however, by the odds, 
even of tliree to one, the ravisher coolly poised Iiis lance, and 
awaited the proper moment to sprinir. But before this came, 
the third and tburth inen-nt-arn\s were in sight; and the 
knight, after an instant's hesitati»>n, sliouk his arm threntening- 
ly towards the damsel of Laval, and spurred into the thicket. 

You are in safety. Madam," crie.d Douglas, wliose border 
blood was now running in a whirlpool; ** the royal corte^re is 
Mhand ; and under the escort of my trusty followers, no harm 
can befall you. Permit me to ride a£ter yonder recreant, and 
teach him — 

Iloldl" eiied Mademoiselle de L3.val, for the knight wis 
already rnnimencing his ride as bespoke; ♦•come hither— 
hi^er ;" and with a gestttve of her finger, which was ir* 
leeialibly oommandlng, from the mere absence of all doubt 
ns to Its power of command, she drew him to her side. 
•'^X must desire of jroo, Sir Knight,'* pontinued she, quiedy, 
to add to the service you have already rendered, by escort^ 
iog me yoursdf in person iuio Tours* It is a duty which, 
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dfllMess, you feel to be at onm mm i^gie«eble aad am 
h&mmtM0 ^kmk thai of pwsuing a flyinf eaerny 

^ A* to the jdemwi aad the honour, replied 8ir ikxdhi* 
baUU they are only greater and rieher than I deaerre; bat, 
TwUhitt M he iif the fugitive appears, hi tU teapeet of annst 
to be worthy it my aword; and neither can he be add .10 
hate bean ftafly vawiniahed, oeaing that he only fled front a 
teoa ef Else aaen^'* 

And a woman/* I 
Permit me, at least/' and Douglaa, compelled to amile in 
{\m midst of his chagrin, " to inquire the name and lineage of ; 
lius recreant ; that on some future occasion 1 may finish the | 
feud which I hereby take upon me, most noble lady, m youi: ^ 
behalf, and in the n une of St. Michael the archangel/' j 

•* At the court ol kina Artiis,'* replied the damsel, " he is ! 
tec'C)<z;nised as the IJnknowu — no, as the Biack Knight. May 1 
I venture 1o ask in turn the style of his challenger? Have I 
the honour of having obtained for a servant Sir Tristan, Sir , 
Meluidus, or Sir Lancelot? — Sir T.nnvnl, or Sir (iruebni the 
faithlul atuJ heloverl ' — or, in tine, Sir Gauvain, he who dared 
the terrors of the Enchanted Sword for the sake of a kiss 

^\ I am none of these,*' said the young knight, bluehing and 
miiing, as, notwithstanding hia Iktle aequaintance with the ■ 
popular Heibliaux of the tioM, he oonld not help feeling he wns . 
i|Qlzzed. i am not even one of the worthies of the court 
of Icing Jamna, orof king -Charles. My name in Archibald f 
I am of a yoongar brandi of the Seoliiah honse of Douglas ; 
my daoaain oonaista of a lew aecea of brown heath, caUed» m 
onr homely tongne* Iho Braeo» with .a* border tower riain|^ 
' fmn the banka of Tweed; and* fi>r fiudt of fintnne and oo» 
enpatioB at home» I have brought my ftther'a eword to tfm 
warn of Franee, and to the aer^iee of the moel nmiahle and 
lofdy of her danghlera**' 

Thanka» noble atranger,*' aaid the ^ronng lady, dropping 
anddenly her tone of raillery, andbluahing in her tarn, as she 
bestowed a momentary glance of aurprise and interest upon 
the ingenuous countenance of the Scot,— ^ Here you liave 
found bin a distracted con u try, and a wilful maiden, for the 
exercise of your chivalry ; but, if men say true, even the 
meanest feud will furnish a field of honour for the Bleedfng 
Heart." Douglas Ijowed even to his horse's neck, as with a 

flushing cheek and gLustenmg eye, he replied to thia compii* 
meat to his family* 
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**I feel,*^ 99ki het ^* tliat tihe Btna of^jiiy chii wiB V60ih» 
BO «lam atniy hands: more aspeeially,** he added, after an' 
dbvnpt paune, and in the spirit of an almoet by-gooe ohtTalrjr; 

mora eepeetally, if Pauline de Laval will deign to inepiie 
me ! yet, I pray you to ob8em» and diereiipon I take you ' 
strongly to witness, that I am of a yovnf er braneh— •that I 
m-poor and alone — and that thus no discredit can reaaonahly 
attach to the house, even if it should he the tale of Archibald 
Douglas to iiglit uadiisUiiguibiiud, and IliU uiihunoured aad uu- 
kuowc." 

While thus conversini^, they were raiudly gaininir upon 
the procession ; hut when just about to miugie with the last 
ut the crowd, Pauiitie hung back. 

" Touchiuo: the kuijrht," snifl she, "of whom y oil have 
inquired, it would be bootless lor you to know his name, and 
worse than bootle-ss to p^rsiic the feud. Powerlcs*! himself, 
he is protected by a power with which it wouUl be madness 
to contend. Let it suffice to know — if indeed you take more 
interest in the subject than concerns your own fame— iltai I 
am safe for the future, and that, so far from renewing his «i- 
tempts he will never more dare even to meet the eye of Paul- 
ine dc Laval." 

They had now gained the town, the streets of which die* 
played, on a small scale, the same sort of eonfosion and mag- 
nifieenee described in the opening chapter of this work. The 
bride was moanted on a white' horse, whose bridle, studded 
with gems, was h^d on each sid^ by a distinguished noble 
the Fimu^h court* After her came a brilliant train of 
iee, likewise mounted, a^d dressed uniformly, with hats of 
wtraordinary height, and long white veils depending from the 
crown. Then followed two chariots filled with ladies ; and 
then a troop of gentlemen of the Fiench and Scottish courts. 

The procession stopped at the chateau, on the banks of the 
river, whicli was the royal residence; and Marfraret, dis- 
mounting, was led in by the Oonntde Vendome and a Scot^ 
tish earl, and met in the great hall by the queen of France, 
the queen of Sicily, the princess Rndi^oude, natural daughtei 
of the king, the Countt ss de Vendome, and oih* i tlistin- 
guished persons. Immediately after, the boy-dauphin en- 
tered, and the future Louis XI. kissed ids little wife, when 
the ceremonial of the scene was at an end. 

During the whole this time the pertinacious Scot had re- 
mained by MademdieUe de Laval; aiid as soon as the reeep- 
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tion wii liw^ dwf pmavM loffidier la her fathor't house. 
TUfl^ MAfionv though but laiMy- occupied by the loid 

ffcatewi ; mi Sir Arehibdd^e bMrt iimk wiilmi him al Am 
Tiifr-^e kne V not whjr* 

M Alas dipiight he» gazing, at if iiitwiDiii|^y» at Ae p** 
laea-walli brfare him» with ihdr rieh and vast gaidena swatt- 
ing on the one side, and the broad and beanUful Loire rolling 
its silver tide on the other. ** Alas, my poor little border- 
tower, aiiLi its heathei hills, and the brawling Tweed below I*' 

When they had dismounted, and were just about entering 
the house, a clatter of horses' hoofs was heartl behind them, 
and an old man, wholly unattended, spurred into the court, 
Douglas's heart beat, for he thoui^rht by the sudden enioiioa 
displayed by Pauline, that tliis must be the lord de Rctz; but 
a single glance, when the horseman had dismounted, served to 
banish the idea. He was a man apparently not under seventy 
years of age ; although the keen expression and extreme 
brightness of his eyes, indicated an unabated freshness and 
vigour, both of mind and body* Surnmunting the ordinary 
h^ilimentSt he wore a garment lesembling the oriental kalkft. 
The colour was black, but the material of the richest 8ilk» 
and minot^y figured with such anttqne ^d unintriligtida de- 
vtees, as showed that the fabno belonged to another eoimtryt 
»ttd perbafis to another age. The moat lemaikaUe apfMiH 
dage of the weafer* however, was a beard of extraordiBarjr 
length, and so intensely while aa to give an mworidly air to 
the whole figure. The dsmael of Laval beni beCtM hun witli 
what aemed to be hahitaal lererence, mingled wMl aBlo«iih«> 
ment 

I am happy,** she faltered, ** yet surprised— * 
*^To see thine ancient friend," said the old man, with a 

benign smile, a hunilred miles from where you supposed 

hini to be I This morning, however, i discovered a neglect 

which might have led thee into danger/' 

. ** This morning 

♦* Ay, or yesterday, or a week ago — what matters it^ and 

I am liere, in time, I find, to congratulate thee on thy escapet 

and to present my fervent thanks to ihy deliverer." 

** Had the damsel of Laval permitted me/' eaid DoiigiaB« 

»i I should indeed have deserved year thadka, by avenging 

her qoarrel on the ruffian/' 

She was wiser than then. In the han^ of that nlBan 

thoo wooLdit have been bat aa a wand/' 
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fi £ven so, roessire, to chastise him withal/' said the Scot* 
reddening : but, methiokfi the neglect you aduuiwledg^ 
iince you coold not have known of my timely ptmmt^ 
would have been best remedied by sending before you some 
trusty followrrs of the lord de Retz, to the relief of km 
4Hifhter.'* Th« young lady lookad di«lmMd« and mrm 
ihumd nl thin taunt, boi the dd mem did not ap|iear aw t» 
hate heaid iu 

The aef lad,'* aaid be, in a tone aLnoat of aolOoquj,^* 
waa natorftl* How eotild I have ibooght of aoapaoting 
fer? He waa the Unaal deaeendent m my aaatop — he ia tte 
aoly being who eao eoont kindred with me upon a«dL 
HowhMt, wece he my own eon, he ahall pay the toMi of 
his crime. He loves thee, lady. It was his purpose to carry 
thee off by farce to a far island in the midst of the sea — far- 
ther F^Lill tii;ui Miideiia, iiiui beyond even the uttermost cap© 
of Uo^adc^r; and there, un tram mulled by the diijiaictions of 
wealtii and rank, to have made thee his for ever. Fool! he 
thougiit to fly from /ne J as if my eye could not see iuiHy and 
my liand rench him, were he in the deptlis of ocean itself! 
But ius hie iuiieited. tSpeak. the ward, Pauime de Laval,, 
aad he dies in thy presence." 

" I dtMiKinfl not his death," said Pauline, ** nny, T hpnr his 
life of you, as a boon. Let him go, if he lists, to the regions 
of thai iar ialaad* Such as he will be received with welcome 
hjr ptince Heoiy of £n§laRd; aad in the service of tliat ex- 
pioKer of unknown aeaa, hii rank and adventoroiia i^irit laay 
yet win for him honour and raaown. 

So be it," said the old man, ^^my unworthy kiaaOMft 
shall aet forth for Sagres, by the light of thia day'a atuit lo. 
seek the En^iah iMriace;" 

a«di waa Dottgjba*a fitat adventme in Firanee, of father, 
we ought to aay, ita emamenoemeBU Had Paxiline de hvrA 
appea]^ to him all on a sodden as the daughter of one of the 
greatest loida in Europe, it is probdUe that the wandefiiig 
knight would have regarded herae **aoaie bright paiiieiilar 
star," lit only to be worshipped at the distanee of thai iflu* 
passable space interposed between them. B«tthe fame even 
of tlie lord de Uctz had as yet iiardly penetrated to the Ulti- 
ma Thulo of the Scottish Injider; and Pauline w:is lieloved 
as a vvomaTi be tore DoiiL^las knew that in rank and lonui.e 
she was only beneath a i^ueen. 

Tbfrf*^ bad been souiethiiig so damling abiHit the career of 
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Ihe lord d« Rets, that most men imagioed his constant gdod 
fbrtane to be more than nataraL Left an orphan heir at tweoftr 
jrears of ag«, brave, generoiM, aceompliahed, and the hano- 
aomest of the handaoine, there would have been nothing eX"* 
iraordinafy in a moderate portion of prof<[^oiity« But the fit* 
▼ours of that destiny whioh is oalled accident, descend^ 
upon him in a eonttnuona shower ; and, as in the ease of 
King Midas, every thin^ he touched seemed to be turned into 
g-old. In nddiiion to his uwii Inrge fortune, the beautiAil Ca- 
therine (!(; 'I'honiirs brought him a qiH^enly dowry when he 
was only tvvt'iuy-tour ; and by the denth of rchitioiis, one after 
another, he ifiherited estate after estate, till his possessions 
extended over several provinces in France and lirillany. 

As -A soldier, he was equally hravo, skillul, and fortunatCr 
Besidf's his (uher almost dailv exploiis, Charles VIT. was in- 
ch Sled to him for the ehiitraii of Lude, whicli iie ( aptored 
with ^reat valour, slayinir the commandment: and he (dKused 
the English, unassisted by the Iving, Irom llie fortress of 
Rennefort, and that of Malicorne on the Maine. In 1429 he 
was the principal ally of the Maid of Orleans, in throwing 
supplies into the city ; and he was one of the great chio& 
who, in the midst of this mighty revolntton, solemnly anoint* 
ad Charles at Reims. Count and Marshal of France, and 
fNcivy-counsellor and chamberiain of the king, and afterwards 
Hstttenant^general of Brittany^ his native countryt under John 
T., the possessor of more estates, as ^ l^istorians of the time 
rriale, than his memoiy served him .to tetkm by their names 

Giltes de Retz, at the eommeneement of out story, was 
slili In the very flowor of life, being little more than tartf 
jBm of age« 

It was only by degrees the Scottish stranger learnt the true 
rank of his mistress | and not until certain passages had taken 
place between them*^imperceptibla indeed to the world, but 
O, how important in the journals of the heart ! — which would 
have made it equally base and impossible to retract. for 
Piiuliiit% ever since the above adventure, her youiii; heart vv aa 
in such a Ibiiter of fear and deliirht, that she had no time to . 
inquire into the nature of the spell which hound her. Hitherto 
her admirers had been the rude and ignorant barons of her 
own ronnfry, or those hired mercenaries whose trade was not 
nohh- war, h'M l)lood and plunder. Dourrlas, in tlif midst oi 
surli men, aitjx mkmI like some phantom kni<ihi whom her 

iancy iiad ooujiured uf^ ixom its stores of traditioa and ro* 
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Hami, At 4sit i3m MbM hardly TOmprdModliiai; and kit 
iMri, abaarifdrilMiatoiiMeaUriifaaiof tiM 
iiaiii ia l a d an a Mdmaia a i m nem to her mtwmd aeoaaa, yet 
«o Iwaiiiar k'her draama. Ereii when she felly nikhmtood 
hia charaeler, he lemaiaed aeparated in her imagination from 
the breathing mass <yf maakind; and in those moments when 
the mind is accustomed to flee away IVuii) ihc realities of life 
into the regions of poetry and fiction, it was he who was the 
genius of tie song, the hero oi" the tale — an imporsr)n:aion of 
the brave, the aenerons, and the beautiful. Lti us add, al- 
though the tit>s( r\ :iti(ni is trite, that the very difference in 
their fortniies lau&i liave presented somelfiinq- piquant to the 
fancy of Pauline ; and that the vista alonir which hpr spirit 
looked, must have been not the less tempting for those olusta- 
cles in the way, which the iieart of eighieeu knoWM to be iod- 
possibilitie3, yet hopes to surmount. 

Douglas was not h>ng of discovering, that the old man waa 
a very important person in the family of the lord de Retz. 

^^Miake Orosmandel your friend,''^ was the. constant in* 
junction of the damsel ; but to her lover^a timple quaatKMlf 
"Why?" ahe could give no satisfactory answer. 

**ia iie noble? is he wealthy? is he hifh in efiee? haa 
hi army of vaaaaia at Ua beak! haa he the air of lha 
Uayioriiieiner' 

If o, iia» M* Ha haa DO taak, no eomtnaad he ia aio* 
aeyleaa, landfaaa^ ani iidM« He la aa Arab, and hia aaoia 
la Ofoaaa a adal, and that ia all oven niy fiiiber Imowa. Ha 
ia kmd, gentle, and humaiie ; bat hia raaolfea ua aa inavo- 
eable as destiny. I do aet eompfdiend hioi. Ha appaam ta 
do nothing, yet e^ery thing is done according to hia ^aaiva* 
He rarely stirs from our chateau, on the banks of the HrdrOt 
yet there are traces of him every where. My father, who 
would not brook a haughty glance from a throned king, is his 
obedient, revering", helpless child ; and T, a spoiled and wilful 
maid, aliliough 1 love more than fear hiin, feel as if I only 
existed by his permission." 

** Then," said Douglas, he is either a sorcerer or a man 
of genius, and I shall try to make Orosmandel my friend.'* 

Tlie knight passed a considerable portion of a year at Tours, 
and then accompanied the king to the siege of Montereau, 
while the damsel retoiaadto hw accustomed home in the city 
of Nanlea* Aa this was previooa to the commencement of 
aar aMy, lha laadar will aal daaMad a detailed aoeount of 
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the parting of the lovers. That DomglM, how«ver» was 
•ustained by Bome )dud of wrild and indefinite hopee, may be 
iDferred from the fact, tbat bis chief purpose* ia aeduiig <mt 
his friend at Paris, was to invite the student to aeeempany 
him on a journey into Brittany, which, he niediteted« The 
sodden apparition of his mistress at the theatre, attended by 
the good or evil genius of the family, bewildered him so 
mncht that at first he could form no plan of action ; but at 
length, with the customary frankness of liis naune, deter- 
mining thai the boldest was the best policy, he watclied ihe 
momeiii tjf their lca\ ino^ the boxes, and joined them in the 
street. The result of this interview must be given hereafter, 
for we have only too lon^ delayed inquiring into tlie conse- 
quence of Philip Armstrong's playing tiie devil. 



CHAPTER VII, 

m 

On the inorning after David Armstrong's exhibitimi aft the 
Aeatre, the first faint glimmering of .the dawn disclosed 
and his three comiades lying, as usual, in one tooid* bttiied 
in sleep. Their beds were four heaps of straw* coveied with 
a ragged woc^len doth, and for a plltr>w each had onder his 
head a bundle of straw bound with thongs, which the siudentA 
of the university were in the habit of carrying with them to* 
tiie ckse to sit upott« The apartment was large, but dreary 
and desolate ; the floor was covered with litter ; and every 
here and there the large stones of the wall were ^een bare, 
end rough-, denuded of the plaster which had adorned liiem 
in the days of yore. 

Three of the four sleepers seemed to have but one charac- 
ter among then^. They had fair hair, clear skins, and a ruddy 
complexion. Their foreheads were broad and massive; their 
noses firmly set ; and their mouths, though pencilled in the 
rounded lines of youth, exhibited a certain ri^iditv, expres- 
sive of iiim[ic.>^ and determination. Two of ihein were tall 
rather than otherwise, and stronjrly built; luit Nin^cl was al- 
iiiuii a ;iiant. TUry all three slept as if soul and body had 
been alike iinconv* u.us. David, who was the handsomest of 
tb£ four, was siitio the palest* owing, no doubt, to hie i&id- 
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ikiAi 'vigiU ; his brow wa» lofUer than ifae others, and the 
whole head more intelleetual. His sleep was troubled ; his 
breath came thick and unequal ; and his lips moved uneasily. 
kt length, starting as a stronger beam of light touched his 
eyelids, he awi^ and sat up in his bed. 

"And am I here after aft?** said he, " and was it nothing 
more than a trick of the enchanter Morphoii3, the * figura? 
formator,' as Ovid truly describeili liim ? Here I — and for 
the last time ! No moru shall ilie tipioe visits of Aurora find 
me on this straw, a too reluctiuu Ceplialus ! No more shall 
I tread these venerable walks of Cadmu.^ — ' In sylvis Aca- 
derni (iurciere veruni !' And yc, my comrades, or, ratlicr, 
my ehildren — my babes, as 1 may call Ui(?m, for whom niv 
heart yearns, even like the heart of a moilicr — what will be- 
come of you f Well may you ^roan, Hauldy, a sure sign 
that you are nigh the waking ; well may you hitch up your 
legf Andrew^ like a demoniac in the spasms ; well may you 
shrink, my huge NigeU like Tityus from his vultures, when 
he lay in hell» covering with his body nine acres of the 
burnt ground! What had I to do with Hashmodaif What 
was it to me if he liad repeated the forty thousand verses of 
die Destruction of -Troyes, and had been wrong in every 
verse f But yet it was indeed a torment to hear the dunee ; 
and to dp the citizens justice, they proved that they could 
appreeiate talent, as well as condemn stupidity. Oh| it.was 
a grand moment )-^Hem 1 

^ Devils of hsll« homed and hoiriUe t*'^ 

"The Lord save us!" cried Bauldy, and Nigel, aud An- 
drew, with one voice, as they started irom their sleep at this 
invocation, and sat up in their beds. 

' " Is it clubs, David ?" cried Nigel, swinging round his arm, 
5;o as to grasp convemenliy a huge weapon of the kind, which 
lav within reach, 

'*'Who named the name of the Evii One demanded 
Bauldy in dismay. 

**Ajid at this blessed time of the moniiug/' added An* 
draw. 

" It was I, — Hashmodai the damned !" and David sprung 
ftom his couch, threw himself into a true demomae attttade* 
and wont on with the quotation : 
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" D(!vils of hell> homed aiul horrible ! 
Great and siimll, wilU eyes ol" bajjilitiks ! 
loiamous dugs, what has beconie of yon f 

Excellent! excellent T' cried the awakened audience: 
«'Bi8! Bial Uadiniodai! Hashmodai !" 

It is enough, my sons," said the master student; *«IIaeh* 
modal has played his part, and so let him rest. Now Qp widi 
y^ siiB, one and alU and shako yoinsolves well ; and dash 
your heads into the water-psil ; and pnt your fingers through 

2m hair ; and draw yoor eloaks evenly upon yonr ^bool- 
rs ; and so Book seemly and respectable* And now, ooniir 
trynien and lovers, lend me your eara !** 

As David went on gravely and met|}iodiea)Iy vith an ac- 
count of the circumstanees of the preceding evening, the three 
young men testified the amusement they reoesved by shoots 
of mirih ; and more especially, when he repeated Uie bitter 
jokes he had taken the liberty of introducing on the subject 
of the university, they laughed till the tears ran down their 
cheeks. But when all was concluded, they became suddenly 
silent, and looked inquiringly into one aiiuLh(jr*s faces, while 
a kiiul of di&iuay seemed to creep over their minds, as the 
reflection forced itself upon (hem, of what roust be the conse- 
quence of their friend's expliut. 

*'And now, my friends," conlinued David, **you arc aware 
that in our days the scholastic discipline has sufieied at least 
a partial relaxation. We no longer, for instance* stand at our 
tasks naked from the waist upwards, that we may receive 
more feelingly tlie regent's stripes. But what of that ? These 
were hononrable inflictions, and left no shame behind. The 
penal laws, however, of the university, are the same tonday 
as formerly; and, as the statutes desortbe, for aeting immo- 
dest pieces, or impugning on the stage the efaaiscter of* the 
Li^t of the Faith, the offending scholar mast suffsr pnhlii^, 
* supra dorsum nadum, pulsante campana.' Think of tbai~ 
on hki batfa back, to the tdling of dieir infiunud bell !'* 
The andienee groaned. 
And now, siri,** he went on» an fiir sndi a dsgmdatfon 
hefalluig me, who am an Armstrcmg, as yoo w^ know, and 
a near eonsin of the name ef DaoglaB by the mother's side, it 
is ef coarse cot of the question : but being so, it behoves me 
to take the wings of this blessed morning, and flee away," 
Whither V cried the three m one breath. 
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Whiter i\m head wiUeth," auwmd Dmd, lookiM 
wards, for I am eyen as a straw let loose upon the wino, lo 
go wbeiesoeyer the wind shall carry iu** 

M Let theie be four straws of as then,** oried Bealdy, ''and 
let ve ell fD where the Lord wiDeth/' 

By no meansy'* said NigeL Let us thrash theVitaesaes 
tiU we torn their tongues inekle out.*' 

*< Nay, iiay/''sugge«led Andrew, <* we know not what even 
an hour may brin^y forth. Let us wait till the lasi momeul, 
ami ilieii ciiiiui li^hL ur ilee, as occasion may recjuire." 

"Hold your tongues, sirs, I desire you!'' said DaviJ, 
" How dare you speak of such a thiai^ lo mc / Is it likely, 
tluiik you, that I should consent to take you from under the 
maternal winga ui the University, when, as God shall judge 
lae, i know nni whdiro this night to lay my own head? The 
dnys of kniiihi-errantry are past and gone, or wr mi^ht 
even sally tortii, and take our share with the rest, oi anyiliing 
that was going, blows or pudding ; but lor decent men's sooa, 
aod students of polite learning to boot, to turn thews elyesinlor 
mffiaos, who fight for a hire, it is a thing I would neither 
permit nor couioitfenance* And, in what other way would re 
prQpose*4o get your living t . Do you know the mysteries by 
liearty like me, so that you might ^ntei into some strolling 
brotherhood of the Passion ? Or are ye qualified Id enlist 
under the henner of tiie King of the Minstrds t Or would 
ye sing litanies in the streets of Paris, ibr your miserable 
Wead, and lie at night, higgledy piggledy, under the bridges, 
with the thieves and iD women of the profane side of the ri?- 
er~the Transtiberian bank, as I may stigmatize it, seeing that 
it is there such offensive trades are carried on ? o, no, 
Bauldy — no, Nigel — no, Andrew, ye must still continue, lads, 
to live decently, and enliivate humane learning; and, if it 
should be the idle ui Davul Armstrong to sink in the whirl of 
that world on which his fate or follies have cast him, he will 
sink alone^ and so his niuau will be the sooucr made." 

A deep sdence followed this oration ; dviring which, David 
arranged his cloak upon his sliuulders, looked at the window, 
which was now brightenniL^ in the early nun. and turned ever 
and anon a furtive a-l'inee nt his roni panions. As the moment of 
his exodus drew near, the tour iriendiess lads ieit the ties that 
had bound them together in a foreign land, drawn tiji^htt i aiid 
t^^iter over their hearts. At last a sudden sob was h( ard, 
thooi^ men&iUy satothexadin a sleaciag of the throat* aad 
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Ibft Toolfafal malNtgil'«iKide toiwmtd with tmn iwrt t id y •lepr 
iAd looking dowa upoA tho oialmy, ad dwatod faia in tbeae 
wovdi: 

« It ui of BO HBO, daddy David ; yon have moie aonae ibm 
M all tfuree pal togednar* aad if yon wididmw your eonoooU 
we shall only geibfaiiied aome nigbl by the otlm atadeots, or 

hanged some morning by the Univefsiiy. Besides, if any of 
us have a chance of (getting on in this kind of pri< slcratt, it is 
you; and to lose the labour of years lor a joke, is nol lu be 
thought of. Toucliiiig the matter of the public lloggino^, it is 
DO doubt a sore thing both for soul and body, but vviiat of 
that? My father, honest man, though a kiiisuian of yuurrf, 
was little better than a reiver himself; and it may be, that 1 
am some wliit thicker in the mirul, as well as skin, thauyou* 
My shouklers, loo, are hrotid enouL^h to bear the burden of a 
still greater transgression ; and in short, sit you down at your 
ease, cousin, and do not throttle yourself iu that fashtou with 
your cloak. The whole three of us will make oath that you 
are aa iniioceot of Uashmodai aa the^babe unborn ; and* £or 
your sake, David, I will take all ofMio myaelf, devil, whip, aod 
bell!" 

«« Shame upon you !" aaid Daivid; la atrong agitation, ''and 
you> a kinaman of the Armalroiiga, ami a kindly ScqI i Away» 
I hare dona with you 1 begone 1 And to think that I would 
let them tear your young fleah and cmah your proud spiritto 
aav^ my own^ when yon kaew welll woidd lay down my Ufe 
Air yonca ! Fye, lad, fye ! Cone here, yoo overgrown 
whelp. Nigel! May the Lord hleaa and preaerve yott fbi^ 
epiBr V* and David, unabki to strugj^e longer with his feelings, 
hid his face on hia'iUend'a bosom, and lifted up his voice, and 
wept. In the midst of the sobs of the whole party, tlu re 
were heard, at some distance, the ominous sounds of a beil. 

** It is enougii," said David, diseuL^aging himself from the 
Herculean clasp oJ fns cousin. "You have betrayed me into 
a girl's weakness, Nigel ; but since I see we are ail pot and 
kettie in the business, it is tiie less matier. It was my pur- 
pose, lads, to have said a partinir word fur your beneht; hot. 
as time presses, I can do little more than bid you remember, 
m all your outi(oings and incomings in the world, that you are 
Scottish and Christian men. For yourselves, individually^ 
take no thought ; but bear constantly in mind, that yon belong 
to yoor race and nation, and ths^ your conduct may leAael 
eWhar haawr or diaamdit mfmt yemr ftthaaa hatoa jm^ wml 
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youf ckfl dim ii ft ag yom^ jUifiwn tmmi^mp, except in so far 

as decency mid ffood mnnfflrii pennil. If you are offered m 
dnnk in moderation, take it without grud^inf, as one who is 

•wiiliDgfo make a due return when circumstances permit. 
But it is always a thriftless expenditure to hnr wine for t 
man's own luouth ; which is a subject, howevrr. on the which 
I need not en I Jirg-e, seeing thai \ on are notlik'iv often to h^^ve 
the price of a hrtitle in your purse, f)f ih:ii n her and more 
fatal cup, druGircd with the Circ^an eiu iKuuuiPots of beauty, 
T say unto you he ware ! If you have itU behind you a fair 
and innocent iiasireesf, or, if vnii bear enshrined in vorr fnn- 
cy some lovely Visiun, (4 which you hope to fail m with ike 
reality on earth, invoke that saving angel in the bour of temp- 
4atioB I Avoid wik eoaipmiy ; or* if dittu impossible* iMik 
upon U erai M marincn iaok upon a beacon on the 8hon»^ 
a #ign ta warn and deteft BOt to invite* Fail not, night and 
momiiig* to address jroQlielves to Qodt asd the BleMd Vii^ 
gin, nt yw lyiiig d«Mrii,'«Ml risiiif up ; and finally, my dear 
ftieiids, at SMioodd raonents now mad iIm, to time pwMpg 
of life when the wvaried bcnrt retiree inle the petC» ihiofc* 
khidly if yen can .e f Devid Af»et»ongr* ThebettireaiiOir 
lieevd Bearer and Merav; and the young bmi wnmg onB 
aaother^e iunids« while eileot teeie were raiafag dewa Aeir 
dieeka* David alepped apoa the ledge o£ the wMow; hn 
it wae not tili the tmd oftheaaiherittee weehewi ■areedinf 
the etairs, that he sprang into the ha^ ceatt balaw« and «Uaep<i 
peared among the buildings of the college* 

He had truly said, that he knew not where that night to 
lay his head; and yet it must not be supposed that Dawd, 
even in so sudden and uiUbreseen an emergrency, \vas wiihouL 
his plans and purposes. The stranger, whom messire Jean 
had called Prelati, was perhaps not precisely the sort o^ per- 
son whom, under ordinary circumstances, he would have 
i-hosea lor a patron; but still, even before his self-uxpuLsion 
from the university, he had balanced M itlun himself as to 
whether he misfht not ivv h\9 service lor a while. This man 
was without a sinsrle mean or cruel trait in his countenance ; 
ead the only gleam of fierceoess he had exhibited was when 

• nrteaUy aecused by the adept of contemplating an ungene- - 
tons actaett« Wae it not feeaibie that the latter, when he re- 
garded hiaa aa aa ia^aate demon, was aader iafluence 
of the worse denKia af awiee ! And night aat the great bulk 
•f Pialatt'a t ttMMfi aai to ia aaKNmt to the fiMBt^-^hiah 
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(iid not consider a very heavy matter— of his beinsf as rertdyr 
%s his neighbours to redeem ilie spoil oi tiic Egypliana on 
every feasible occasion, from the fanj^s of the Jew. 

If such had been his reflections btfibre his faielbl visit t<j^ 
the theatre, it may be supposed that this favourable h \ poihe- . 
sis was strengthened, if not ahojrether coiihiiiied, by the ap- 
pearance of the Arabian philosopher. Orosmandel was doiiht- 
Ipss the *Mriund'' alluded to as tlie master of the lord tlr lietz, 
in some science still more sublime than alchemy ; and well 
might Prelali smile at the Jew's mistake, m connecting such 
a man witb^the idea of the prince of darkness ! A mild dig* 
nity was the cbief characteristic of his face — a dignity^ anaing, 
not from external, but intellectual grandeur; and David reoog*- 
iiised, throagh all their disparity of years and figoret aeort 
of family resemblance between him and the snbtetranean vi- 
sitor, which, without derogating from the fotmer, exalted the 
latter to a tenfold pitch In hie imagination. 

But, even supposing his iayonrable opinion to be ioonded 
in error, David, whose nerves were flood, c<Hi«ldered that^ 
with the sense both of mind and body open, he shoold ran 
hut little risk* Something good miglu befall him. Hie lord 
de RetK, however slKiti of ready money at ihe present momMftt, 
had the eharaeter of being both wealthy and generous. 0» 
the spot he wonld have an opportunity of serving his fHend; 
Sir Archibald, either by furthering bis love plans— for he had 
read the history in a glance— or by detaching him at once 
from a hopeless pursuit. And as for danger, if such should 
prove to exist, he was perfectly ready to trust to a quick eye, 
a ready hand, and. if need were, a clean pair of heels — al- 
- wayb, over imd al)ove, the protection of the most holy Virgin, * 
and tbe blessed St, Bride. ** The Marmnridfc,'* conchidetl 
he, Wiiii a quaint erudition, whirh in his time was not the 
' small pedantry of a village sclioolin ister, ** the Mannaridae, 
as we find in the verses of Caius Siiius Itaiicus, lived among 
serpent-, aial were poison-proof!" 

Such were his reflections on his way home from the thea- 
tre; where, in all probability, his exploit was proximat^jT 
caused by that sort of reckless desperation, which sometimes 
prompts a haiitating climber to end the debate, by kicking^ 
the snpport from under him. Till then he had an idea idnioat 
equally strong, of continuing, as usual, his research after the 
philosopher's stone ; in the hope that the dmertts of the Jew 
wonkl be eveilookedont of legaid to themerhsof the Ohna* 
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tian. But now the tinner was settled. The university was as 
sharp as the law in looking after its victims; and unless he 
WT\« c'ontpnf to dwell for life with his unbelieving master, 

l)urrowing," as he said *' m dens and caves, like the Trog- 
lodyte/' he must quit Paris instanter. As for Douglas's pro- 
posal, that he should tuiQ a miiitaTy advaotoMri he knew very 
well that dry blows were, as often sa otherwiae, the lot <^ 
8iich despeiadoee, whom every body was anxious to got rid 
of the moment their serricea eould be diepeosed with. Thia 
pfofeeeion would by no means do for one who sought fortune 
aa a means of comfort and independence $ and the atadeni 
had detenDined, rslhar than embraee it, to enlist among those 
axplorera of unknown seas and fop»way lands, whoso famo 
was now .beginning to ring thronghoot Europe ; and so give 
himself a ohanee of Ming in with aosso new Paetohu, whose 
tkle loUed ovw golden suids» 

Th<> Hebrew maid, whose sadden appearanecr in her own 
eharaeler, was the real eanse of the commotion whteh had 
taken place in his mind, and the change, as it appeared, in his 
destinies, w^as a subject on which he had not permitted Jiim- 
sell to dwell. U was eiiouflrh that a barrier existed between 
them which hope itself could not overleap ; and even when 
contemplating the possiljiliiy of Ins si ill remaining her fa- 
ther's assist-mt, he btoked upon hf r as on some disembodied 
shape that mi^iit haunt him lik<- ;t spirit, but whom bo must 
never more think of as a woni ui. Still, when seeking his 
way, as he did now, by by-paths, to her dwelling, with al- 
most the certainty of seeing her — it, indeed, he saw her at 
all — ^for the last time, he experienced a sensation more pain- 
ful than it had ever before been his lot to endnre. A portion 
of this might, no doubt, be accounted for by the parting scene 
he had jnst nndergone, and by the loneliness and desolation 
of besrt he must have felt in his present outcast situation ; 
bnt, however this may be, when he reached the mined bnild* 
niga, and was about to enter the door, and to faieathe the at* 
moaphere where t As lived, and moved, and had her being, he 
felt aa ff he would have lUlen to the gonnd. ' 

At this hour he knew it would be necessary to make his 
deaeent by the dwriline-house, and ^Ung the lalch soMy, ha 
entered the humble and ntinous abode. All was so still, and 
had so dreary an aspect, that he beffan to hope painfully t that 
the mysleriuus family had vanished ; but the next moment 
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the daughter of mmtSre Jm stood befiwe him in her xmai - 

ghost-like fashion. 

Thou hast tarried," said she, while a slight coloar rwe- 
into her chatk, my fatiiei Laih waLclied all night £or thy 

Damsel — " replied David, 
** My name is Hagar." 

** Hagar ! It is the name of the bondwoman who wander- 
ed of old, fainting, in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. It is the 
name of an Egyptian;" and the scholar seemed to derive 
some satisfaction iVom the idea. 

** It IS a type of our nation i J']ven so waiiilereth Israel to 
this day, cast forth, and forsaken of Uod and maar— weary^ 
heavy in heart, and way-sore !" 

"It is you who forsook and were not ibraaken. Turn 
again, O daughter of Jaeoh* and God and sum will receive 
Ihee 1" 

^It may not be* We await, like Hagar, the eoning of 
One who will show unto us a well in the wildemeea, saying,'* 
* Fear not; for i will make of thee a tfiighty nation Paee 
on, stranger to our race, and take no thought of the dau^ter 
of the d^rt She turned away as she sfiok^, and led the 
way into the interior; but when just about to descend tbe 
ladder which eondncted to the subterranean ehamber8« she 
again spoke, approaching a step nearer to the listener. 

** David,'' eaid she. David startedi^aBd an indeseribaUe 
thrill shot through his frame. 

My father, thou knowest, is sorely beset, and his judg- 
ment is clouded by reason of the dangers that encompass 
him. Accept not of Llic advancement he will vtl'cr thee. 
Tarry with him, if thou wilt, till he is able to flee away from 
this city of death ; but ibliow not his footsteps, neither go - 
liiou before — not for a king's ransom !" 

"And you?" said David, in a tunc of breathleps interest. 
As for nie," she replied, smiling sadly, I am accus- 
tomed to wander alone in the wilderness. Take no tliought 
of Hagar : — but heed well her words, which concern thy life 
-—perad venture thy soul !" and stepping upon the ladder^ she 
disappeared in the abyss. David lollowed^ like a man in a 
dream* 

Messii^ Jeen was sittuw, as usual, at his table, but fiom 
hdbity as it seemed, more than husiMis: for Ihst fimiaee was 



t 



Digitized by Google 



n 



now coU, wlikli wMwoiiltobe walelied as mligMMitljrailiiQ 
mtated fire of the Panees* Wbeo Datid weftim, annoiiDcedl 
hy bis daughter, the old nan did boI at finrt faiae hk lioad; 
and whea he spoke, there was a hesilatMNi» amomitijig efOB 
to Ibaldiijt in the tone of his Tofee* 

Thon liast tarried^ ray sob,'* said he» *• hot ^7 fortane 
waiteth. Behold, our fire is oat; and that shall let thee 
know that a voice of no little potency hath called me, and 
that 1 inust perforce turn hack, even wiih my foot i^juii ihc 
last step, aoil iin lui ifi lii^am into tlie world. \N iihout me^ 
thou canst nm conunue ilie search, for thou hast neither means 
Tior instriiciu>ii ; hut 1 have cared for thee, even in the mid^it 
ui my travail, and 1 have found thee a new friend, and ac- 
cording to the calculation of men, iaiier prospects. What 
j?ayest thou ? Art thou content ? Wilt thou loriii, even this 
liight, in the path I shall show ?" 

" 8how it me, and I shall answer; if I am to go forth, tell 
me whither; and if I am to serve — for I guess it is not to 
command — say who is to be mj master, and wha^my wajres.** 
How ! Art thou in a condition to make terms? Where 
be thy lands and thy moDeysT is thy cloak whole, that 
thon shooldst stand up, and say unto me, Do this, and this !'* 

^ I have no land, nor money,*' replied the stndent, ** my 
gsnnents are no longer new ; and I am this morning an out* 
east from the University. Speak, for the time passes ; and 
ere the coming of the night, I have to provide myself with a 
^Iter from my porsners, and with a pkee whereon to liqr 
my head." 

These things wiU I pmmde," said the Jew eagerly, while 
his constraint was replaced by an air of visiUe sattifaetion ; 

*♦ Is it not our duty to be a father to the fatherless, and to take 
the wanderer in ? If lianu comes of it, is it the fault of the 
henefactor? These thinjrs are in the iiands of the Almighty ; 
but thou, valiant David, who wastbf)rn when the Sun was in 
the sign of the Lion, thy planet is staiionary, and thou need- 
est fear no evil." 

•* In other words, T may escape destrucdon, provided my 
hand can protf»ct my head." 

*' Destruc lion ! Is it destruetioii to serve in the laboratory 
of a philosoplier, who is protected by the greatest lord m Ivi- 
rope i Go to, thou art still a boy. And yet I bid thetj riot 
siamber, as if thou wert in my mother's cradle — that were a 
counsel unworthy of my age, since it is wiitien that * years 
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should sppnk, and ranltitude of days te^( li wisdom/ Are 
not the watchlul and the bold mort" likely to succeed than the 
heedless aad timid ? T will trivr thee a sword, good David 
StrongariD, and a dagger which itiou wilt wear in thy girdle, 
and a suit of new raiment; and in the family of the lord de 
Rats Uioa wilt flourish exceedingly — and yet never cease to 
be wary. But what wilt thou do in turn for me, thou who 
hast eaten of my bread, and drank of my cup ? Lo, I demand 
of thee but a very little thing. Stand back, danfhlei)— ni- 
lenee, for I will not hear thee I Glei thee foiie» and prepms 
the morDiog meal» I am even ai a atnuiger here* good David ; 
tor whiie tarrying in this place, year after year, afaeotbed in 
the great work, t£» worid hath passed by, aad fo r g otle tt me. 
I have no one to whom I can say. Do this, and he doth it ; and 
to yon alone, of aU the myriads of mankind around me^ can I 
open my lips. The task, I know, is unfit for thy years ; Imt 
thou art wieo and sober*minded, a3 well ss iaithftu and brave ; 
and wert'thon none of these, thou art my only stay, and I 
must trust tbee. I have a daughter^** 
David started. 

♦♦Tarry, for I will be brief. I mean the young vvoniaa who 
was wont to bring in thy supper, she who was here evea 
now-— tiuUt tiiou mark her?" 

The student flushed to the roots of the hair; but he replied 
only by a cnlm inclination of th( head, 

** It is net'ilful that she set out this day, towards the dusk of 
the evening, tor the city called Nantes, where our kinsfolk 
dwell ; tarrying as little as possible by the way, more espe* 
cially till she hath passed the frontiers of France. Now, the 
service I have to beg of thee, is this : to permit the girl to 
travel so far in thy company, and, if need be, under thy pco^ 
teetion. What ! thou refusest? Verily, it is on the road to 
the ehateau of the lord de Retz ; it will not pot thee out thy 
way an inch i and Hagai^I would say the young woman^ia 
modest in her speech. She will be no more trouble to thee 
than a spaniel dog who followeth his master without beings 
called Of driven. Veiily, it is but a litde thing !" David, to 
whom an Idea like this had never oeeurred as within Iho 
range of mundane possibilities, was in aproAiseperspiraiiofn* 

**lt is not a litde thing, it is a weighty matter," stammered 
he at last, ••young women, I have heard, are uncanny gear; 
but, nevertheless, I will do your biddiug ; and llie Virgia 
grant I get weii over itl** 
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On hearing this acqaiescence, a weight seemed to be taken 
off the old man's mind ; and, untying" a bundle, he produced 
an entire suit of clothes, includinir a hat, and a serv iceable, if 
not a handsome cloak; lur which David exchang-ed upon the 
spot such remnants as still remained upon liis ba( k of his 
achuiiit 's apparel. 'J'he alciieinist then presented him with a 
eword and dMLfiiLi', the latter of which he fastened with his 
own hand.^, lu such a way that it was entirely concealed ; 
and the student remarked, as an unusual circumstance, that 
his clollies and belt were expressly ndnpt' tl ior this purpose. 

He was now better dressed than ever he had been ia hifl 
life ; his hand grasped a sword which wac his own ; and 
steady as the mind of the ex-sciioiar osually was, a flush ol 
yoQthfHl coafideaoe rose to his hmw^ and he walked sevml 
{Nu^ra down the ea? eroy with a step so elastio thai he aaemed * 
te tread on air. 

Have you nothing else to ask of me ?" said he, letum- 
ixigf ^* for, by 8u Biidsr this were goodly paymsnt, were the 
aerriee to transport even the fary Megnra to Nantes, of whontt 
a AnnMs Lneanus testifies, Hmnles himself was afraid* 
What will become of van when we are gone? Yon will 
donlHileas follow, for so i predicate fmm the extinetion of the 
fhroaee, as soon as yon ate able. Do you want no asaisi* 
ance— no strong and trosty arm 

*• For what? Have I mrt given up the Search ? And what 
else should make secrecy desirable t" 

" I spoke not of secrecy," replied David, his lip curling • 
wnh disdain at tlie Jew's dissimulation, but be it even as 
you will.'* 

*' And vet, is there anvthing better ihaii sccrecv," resumed 
messire Jean, *' in troubled limes like these? When T said 
unto thee, lie watchful, and be bold, I should have said like- 
wise. Be secret! Thou art the son of a people who, as men 
relate, are all three. Be there more of you, good David, at 
the University ?" 

Go, seek at the vScottish college," answered David, who 
would not lose the opportunity of serving his friends, '* and 
take the first yon meet, for you cannot go wrong: but more 
aspeeiaUyy if you-meet first with one who shall remind you 
of a poplar tree, or a cedar of Lebanon, or a church steeple, 
you naay think that you have fallen in with as true and brave 
a fellow as ever cried ^elnbe!' at a friend's need." 

Then let hisft some to me/' said the aloftwmist eageriy. 
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for I know mi hom my eyei^nMjrMm OMi ui Ais uwoiif- 

ed light of day. Let him com to^morroir night to the upper 

dwelling. Shall it be so without faiir' 
" Without fail." 

*• Thea fare the well, Good David Strongarra. When 
thou returnest in the twiliofu, tliou shall liiid ray daughter 
await i 15 thee at the door, and aione. Remember the words 
of my month: Re secret, bold, and uairhful! Now go.'* 
But he still CO nil lined to prrasp the yoini<j; man's hand, while 
he looked in his face with an exprest^ioii, in which Davidf 
instructed as he was, was able to read at once, affection, piiv^ 
and remorse. At length )ic undid the convulsive pressure; 
and, repeating in a tone of solemn warning the word, Re- 
member I he paehed him towards the door, and turned away* 

Hagar was waiting in the TeUibiik; and they both ae6eiid<» 
ed the etaira wi^out exchanging a ward. When thegr reeehod 
the do0r» and were in the light of day— 

^ Yoa iee,'' said David, with an attempt at gaiety^ whioh 
abmt. lodieroos in the lelation an which thejr etood at 
ttal mommit with eaeh other, Yea see the! 1 am mm «onM» 
whtl hettir filled to be die eequire of demeel'* 

** I know luiit'* replied she eoldly ; ^ I em a J ow o ai t aiid 
vademtend nol the needs of chlveliy." 

«« Then, adieu* till the evenii^.*' * 
Stay, I meant not to bnrl thee: bat- ■ - n o mailer. A aia- 
Me wofld, leat I may not have oppoctami^ agmn to apeak it. 
Thoii bcarest a dagger at thy girdle : it is a talisman which 
wiil protect the life of the wearer just so long as it is worn 
eoneealed upon the peibou, and ready to the baud. Remeui* 
ber!" 



CHAPTER Vm. 

Soon after David Armstrong had made his escape from the 
Scottish college, the three forsaken students reoeived a viaai 
from Sir Archibald Douglas. The knight waa not nofw am 
ignorant of the character of the umwantty, aa to be rondi aww 
priaed at the tarn aShiia had taken; natthar, indeed, waa he 
at all aorry that anythiog hadanowned lo detach hia fliend 
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Imi like pursuit, either of Ae thin, «iiU gvm of s cair^*« 
fiavt or of tl»t ignis fatinui of sdem^ 4h0 pUlonophar^t 
stone. The abseaee of the sehobr, hoimor, al Ihi* paHiett* 
lar juMliarey wi« inoojinf in the estraaie; ibr Ooa^Mi hod 
delemiaiod to set oat the nexTmoniing for Btiltany, end to 
take hie early fitioBd-with Um* «a ao ally m the adveetwre, 
if hk powers of pevanasioa eoold hriof H ahoiit. 

After eome fimitlesa inquiries as to the probable quarter to 
which their comrade had retired, he at lengrth left Uauldy, 
and Nig^el, and Andrew to their studies ; atul ilii u returned 
to bis own apartments, in the hope that by this ume David 
might have iouad his way thitfx r. The day, huwever, wore 
on in idle expectauou ; the kiji^^^hl luul (h.'termined, with 
a heavy heait, to set out un his journey aIouv ; when he re- 
ceived a note from his friend, he knew not hy whose hand, 
appointinor a nii oting^, in the duisk of ihe evening, at a well- 
knowLi mn and tavern, called tlie Poniaie*du-i^iii9 Hot ike pur- 
pose of exehonfrinf^ farewells. ' 

Sir Archibald's innpatience did not allow him to wait till it 
was actually dark; but as soon as the broader light of day be* 
gaa to fade* he sallied forth Irom the pslaoe, and sought out 
hii lendezTous. The Poaime-da-Pi& was a Uugb buiidinf^ 
which stood, as the modera French expieas itf '^entre cour 
et jardin*" Around the ooort were placed at regular dis* 
taneee eundiy montoie, or hoFsebiockA, of differsnt heights; 
ee ae to allow the guests, whether men, boyot or women, to 
mount their moles or horses withoot inconTenienee*^ In the^ 
middle was a post* surmounted by a lufB lamp, whose yeh 
low flnme alieitdy begmi to mingle wtth the poethomous 
rays of the sun. 

The walh of the house were briUiandy white ; while the 
'wooden posts or joists, which intersected them, were painted 
with the c oluurs of the sign, green and vermilion. The sign 
itself was hung from the peak of tlie gable, which iVonted i!ie 
street. An air of comfort and substance oversprctui th(3 wliole 
picture ; which was not diminished by the clean and jolly ap-^ 
pearance of tlie host, who happened to be standing at the 
door, dressed in bonnet, doublet, and breeches, all as while 
as the walls of the hotel; with his snowy apron tucked up 
on one side, so as to disclose a long knife suick in his (girdle, * 
wiih a handle of burnislicd copper. This costume showed 
that the Pomme-du-Pin was not a mere tavern, where the 
eitemi asaembied todnnk; hut also aaiws, wksse travellers 
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WOIB Stirc of finding a dinner sMiied to their means and incli- 
naUoii* The iDa-keeper«— as is suU the case in ihe pxovinces 
^were always cooks. 

When the knight entered the sallet or tntv^er's room, he 
thought within himself that king James was not better pro- 
vided with a banqueting-haU* The walls were handeomflly 
wainscotted to the very ceiling, and adorned with engravings, 
laid upon velvet, and well framed* One of these represented 
Noah'a ark, with a selection of the animals it indtoaed, look'* 
ing out at the windows. Another contaii^wt Iba patriarchs, 
dceaaed like anlmlantial burghera, with their paternosters 
hanging on their arms. Another showed forth the tower of 
Babel, with its ramparts defended by cannon; and another, 
the twelve months of the year, sowing, pruning, reaping, 
feasting, or killing a pig, according to the individual cha* | 
racier. 

Stools and benches were ranged alono the walls ; and sjile- 
boards groaning under piles of trenchers aiui porringers, suhr 
of wood, some of earthenware, bui most of bright pewter, la 
the middle of the lloor, >tood a lono;. narrow table for the 
public dinner, or table d'hote ; and ;it the sides, sonip smaller | 
ones for the convenience of excommunicated persons, or other 
guests who might choose to eat by themselves. The fiie- 
place, since it was nut cold enou!j]i for a fire, was ingeniously 
hidden by wainscoting, going upon hinges, and carved on 
both sides, ao as to appear part of the wall, either when open 
or shut. 

Douglas, who continued to lounge about the room for aOBM | 
time, indulging his curiosity, waa aet down by the drawers as , 
an unproductive guest ; and even, when at length he seated 
himself upon a stool which commanded a view of the door, 
and at the same time permitted him to lean his hack againat 
•one of the sides of a kind of box, resembling the auMivl- | 
aiona of a modern coffee-room, he was left entirely to his 
own reflections. These were frequently disturbed by the 
entrance of various groups of guests ; for it seemed now to 
be the time, of evening, when both travellers and citizens 
were accustomed to refresh themselves after the labours of 
the day, and more especially for those of the mercantile pro- i 
fession, to sanctify their bargains by iirinkiug heulLha to each 
other in full measures of wine. 

He at length obscr\ ed a |)crsoii enter, substantially and gen- 
tediy dressed, m a truveiier's cloak and hoots, with a pointed 
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lliat Bdornedwidi a plume of iealhm, signifying that the 
wearer eiAer ttmmedt or was entitled to» the rank of a gen- 
Heman. A awofd of formidable dimoDsioiie hung at hi^ girdle, 
while an escritoire, or Ink-bom, beaide it, proclaimed that the 
stranger was something more than a mere military adventurer. 
Douglas started, and looked like a man who cannot believe 
]u:< own senses ; but \]\c next n^oment his eyes were fixed, 
with overpowering curiosity, npuii u ieniaic who leant upon 
the stranger's arm. She too, was in traveller's eostiime, and 
her face was coaiplelely concealed by lier hood; a cireiim- 
stanco which somewhat relieved the kniirlil, for a disfrmi eiul 
siippii ion had risen unconsciously in liis mind. Bui, aiiiiouirh 
furred and cini uin d like the respecLiltlc womt ii (tf the time, 
she had neither ilic agnus nor tlie jot chaplet, wiUiout which, 
they rarely went abroad ; these thinp^s, like the others we 
have mentioned, being among the articles of ornament or ap» 
paret, forbidden by statute, to ibe Yotariea of the Veoua Vaga 

The lady and gentleman were earnestly engaged in cohver* 
aationf and seated themselves within the box, without haYtttf^ 
observed the curiosity they had excited. 

Why hast thou entered here V* said the former, looking 
nmnd anxion^y from under her hood, wonld il not have 
been wiser to have tarried near the stables till oor horses were 
ready ? Bnt, peradyenture the elerks of the UniTersity are 
forbidden to freqnent sueh places as this**' 

•« TYnly, you may say so,"^ answered her companion ; and 
even If the statotes were silent, it is not likely that we should 
run much risk of meeting them where the wine, I will be 
bold to say, is as much as two sous. No, no, you must go 
to the cabarets for such gentry, or to the V al d'xVmour — hem ! 
I would say the Val des Ecoliers. But, mademoiselle, I will 
crave permission to leave you alone for a while. I expect a 
friend here, who is also, I may say, a far-ofl kuisnmn, and on 
no account must he see you. He is a decent youtli, and his 
morals, I doubt, would be shocked at the mystery that is be- 
tween us ; and since you will not untie my tongue — " 

Whnt ir^ tliis place wherein thou leavest me ? Methinks I 
am rnnvf likely to attract observation here, than if seated in 
the open room.*' 

•* Be satisfied that no one will enter, of his own will, be- 
side yon^not if he has room elsewhere in the broad lands of 
France. This is the taUe of the—" 
Of the what r 
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Of the exeommmicaled* Bot be of good cdieer. Turn 
mwtf your hatd when you see niy friend jotn me ; nnd the 
noment he » gone, we shall moont and away — where our 
voieee will be loet in the bQrihen<yf the Seine, and onr figures 
bidden in the boiom of the night** He rose np to leave the 
box, and, at that moment, eneoantered the eyes of the knight ; 
who, leaaiDg both handd on the partition, was staring dowa 
with unceremonioas wonder, upon the mysterions pain 

<* A good even to you, Archibald," said the scholar, after 
looking solemnly at his friend for nearly a minute. You are 
before yoiirjtiine, rather than behind; but this calls for no es- 
pecial commciMUitioii, since the trysting placij is a tavern, I 
ana here, however, to drink healths neither to saints nor angels 
—a custom to which I grieve to ohser\ c you are too muclx 
addicted: I ]^ray yovi avoid it for ihe future. In a word, 
the Univi rsiiy will not hear the truth, even from the lather of 
lies ; and as Hashmodai was banished to Upper Kg:ypt by the 
aiiL'^rl Gabriel, even so I, his unworthy representative, have 
received a hint to travel — whitfior tliink you, Archibald ?" 

The knight glanced at Ilagar, who sat without moving, her 
hood hanging far over her lace, and then answered as die- 
tinetly as eyes oould speak—'* To the devil 

** You are wrong, my friend,*' said David, " my destina^ 
tton is the eh^teau of LaVerriire, on the banks of the Erdre ; 
where I am to be the servant in seienee of -the Arabian pbt« 
loeophert Qrosmandel. 

Holy Mary ! is tUe a jest? or have yoit been musing 
again upon yonr Venw Dominie* and drinking her heahh tiu 
yoo fimcied there was poison in the draught, and saw spectral 
easiles on the wall f 

*«Come» mademoiseHet** said David* in huge dudgeon, 

the night blaekens apace, and onr horses no donbt wait.*' 
Stay, I meant no iiann : but if you can show me any- 
thing in the affinities of physical objects more curious than 
this coincidence, I bliall renoimce Christianity, and become 
an alchemist myself. Why, man, I spent this whole day in 
uoarching you out, that I might bcir of you, for the sake of 
old friendship, to accoiopauy me on that very journey. Even 
now, my iinrso is satidled, and my leave tiikon, and althoiitzh 
it was not my purpose to have departed liii tiie early nioru- 
ing, h't 11? away, in God's name ! 

'J^'hrit may not be, for I have other company whose need 
is greater tlian yours. Uowbeit, if we travel the same road. 
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ii is BOl unlikely thai wm aiaj mmi st end. b die men 
time* fare yoa well* AtohlbakL'* 

And this, then, is all ! Why, ^al a fiMi.of imafinatbft 
I luave been f But fo 1^1 only regret Ihat a woman whd 
traT«l9 alone with a yeun^ man in the middle of the night, 
and chooses a public wine-house for her starling place, has no 
likelihood of Ijeinfr able to make up to her victim or .-.utlucer, 
wlikchevei he in:iy be, iur the loss of a friend. Farewell, my 
heretofore conuatle— I wish you more fortunate m your trust 
than Archibald Douglas and the kuight turned iadigo^ntly 
away. 

" A. word, niessiie," said David, following hira, atjil spc ik- 
inn m n stern but low voice. *' You know I am a man of 
p^ace : nevertheless, when we meet again, if, on my render- 
ing »uch explanation as I may see titling, you do not make 
ii^Mit:«mends for the wrong you have done the lady, who w 
yow under my protection* I vow to the blessed Si. Bride, i 
wtii make you feel the weight of the sword wherewitii her 
father has entrusted^ me to. defend his daaghteri'* On this 
adthnsiBy Doaghw* afaead|r chafing with disappointaMnty tnm* 
•d rannd like alioa tondbed by tihe hantar's spear; but, atthn 
mcMnanlt the object of their eontentiont throwing back her 
hood, riided in between fbmk 

Sw Knight/' said she, Ae indelieaey ihmi hast so well 
nod ao sharply reproved is no fiinlt of ours, howerer appear- 
ances may be against vs* Thy friend will teli-ilhee i end tfioa 
canst not doubt his word— that howBver low md mean I nnjr 
be htid 111 the estimation of the world, I am yet a virgin of 
unblenmished character. If thou knowest of any respectable 
la(lv about to travel to Nantes, and wilt recommoiui me to her 
piDlecikon so far, even in the quality of a handmaidt n, thoa 
Wilt relieve thy friend from an irksome and unprofitable task, 
and so far as reg^ard^j myself, perform an action worthy of the 
( ailing to wliicli tlion art devoted b}^ ontb." "Douglas gazed 
lor a nion^ent upon the iace of Utfi young woman, md then 
bowed with reverence. 

" I^have. wronged you, damsel," said he, <* and I cannot 
heller make amenck, than by procuring you the advantage of 
travelling in the snite of a lamily of distinction, who leave 
Paris for Nantes to-morrow morning. A single line wiiieh I 
shall now wrifte— -if, in, token of forgiveness, David, you will ~ 
lend me jronr eerihriure-*-pvovided yen can ddiver it into her 
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own iiandff, will ensue yon a good leoq^lMA ftom ihe fadjr* 

Am I pardoned, 'my old comrade ?" 

♦* Provided you will pardon me first," said Dayid, and th.e 
two friends shook hands. 

While Sir Arclni :i!d was writing, her protector, apparent- 
ly ffelieved of a iuad of care, look the opporiunity of assuring 
Hagar, in a whisper, tliat he was a man ot tlclicacy and 
honour, and oi liie best blood in Scotland to boot; — whereof 
he !' [iur^( If, David Armstrong, unworthy as he was individual- 
1} , liad a certa!!i portion m his veins* thanka to his mothery of 
blessed memory. 

You have no time to lose," he added, and at any rate, 
it is always better, as we say, to take Occisio by the forelock : 
so we will both escort yoa to the house tfan blessed. moment, 
and the a&dr will be arranged one way or odier» on die in- 
•tant." 

*^ Not replied Hagar, As fte Imight put the missive 
into her haiids-<^<* I know the address, wfaidi is not fiur dia* 
tant, and I wiU go alone.'* 

That is impossible,** said Donglas, at sndi an bonr.** 
Not to me* I have already tarried too long with yon, as 
the eyes of the oompany iniimate ; and" thy friend. Sir Knight, 
knoweth that I am wont to come end go without making mote 
noise, or attracting more observation, than the shadow oa the 
wall." 

** It is even so," said the student, let it be as she w^ills, 
Archibald, for she is wise beyond women.'* 
' ** Then await me here, even till the eighth hour ; and if I 
come not tlipn, think that I am in safety, and that the wander- 
ing maid i^^ jiraying to the All-good for her protectors !" She 
turned round as she spoke, and piloted her way so dexterous- 
ly through a party ot < nteiing guests, and vniii.-hed so instan- 
taneously at tiie door, that even the knight, who kuew her 
less than David, was satisfied of her safety. 

The scholar continued looking towards the door, in an at- 
titude of intent listening ; while Douglas regardediiim wiA a 
look half of eii^oiity, half of radi ridicule as the most serious 
passion in the world prorokes even from those who fed most 
its power. 

Do you hear her footfalls stiU?" said he at last. 
Hear her footfidlst" replied David starting, ** as well 
jiiii^lit you listen for the music of Aspendinsy iriio touched 
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his lft0 I^ifatly that the tones were iemidiMe to human 
ears I Tnily, she is none of the daughters of Zion, who 
• talk with stretched-forth necks, and wanton eyes, walking' 
aiiii lamciiig ab liiey go, and making u Unkling with their 
feet.' " 

** Bravo, my friend! Ever while I live I shall have more 
confi<U lice in devils j for, by my faiths Uashmodai is theTery 

god ot love ?" 

You are nearer the mnrk, Archibald, than mio-ht be pre- 
dicated oi your i5:noranc(' as a man oi" ^^■a^. Hashmodai does 
indeed resemble in some sort the mferaai Cupid — not the son 
of tiie ceiestial Venus — but he who was bom of Erebus and 
Nox. They say he loved Safsh the Eebatanean wommi so 
Tiolentiy, as to sirangle her seven hiiriHmds» ovt of jealovsyt 
one after the otlier. 

And how may a mail guard bimself tgunsl Um visits of 
eo tenilile a Mty 

On fiiat subject there is sime diflerenee of ojHaioii among 
^ the learned. Many^ »re for bmiling ^e heart and liver of a 
fish on Hire eoals, aceording to tlie advice givsn by the angel 
RaphMtIo Tobias; while iShers are more inelfaiedto futdMir 
faidi in the smoke of solphnr, notwithstanding the adveise tes- 
timony of OTidios: 

t * 

< Ns0 fugiat vivo ralphure vietse saier.* ** 

** I am of the opinion of that same Ovidius, if it be against 
sulphur. 1 abominate the article, which serves for nothing 
else than fuel to the devil and his philosophers. But come, 
let us wash our mouths of the subject with a cup of wine. 
Ho ! mine host ! 

Hush, Archibald ; you forget you are not now at the king's 
cost. We can say we are waiting for a friend, and that is 
God's truth, you know — Well, if it must be so ; but T can- 
not say I a^nnre 9S sneh extravagance when ye are by oar-: 
^Ives." 

A flagon of wine, and seme walnuts, were set down by tbs 
knightfs orders, and* in eompliment to their gmUeel appear- 
anee, a sbmU ailTer cup was placed between them. This po- 
eOlnrntbowerer, as he catted it, David imristsdepon his friend 
i9pimriatingto hisewn nse, while he eonlsiitedhiniseif with 
one of pewter. 

And now, Aiehibald/* said he, if we had the dqr b^m 

9* 
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US, I woold willingly listen to what 7011 are wOliiig to tally if 

you could set about it. But at this hour of the night, it be* 
hovcs me 10 render you sucfi assistance as may be in my 
power in opening your heart; for ii llaLrar — that is, the 
hoixled maiden — ^return disappointed, it nmy he some days 
beiove we meet again. You love the damsel ui Laval, that is 
the sum of your secret.** 

'* If a man may be said to love a star !*' 
And why no^ ? The pot ts Icio-n tliat Cynthia herself de- 
scended to the suiumit of mount J^ ninus to kiss Endy?nion. 
Passion knows not space, nor time, nor rank. Impossibilities 
are its sport : yea, if the lover cannot soar high enough, the 
mistress descends, and so they meet, like the Latmiaa shep- 
herd and the moon, between heaven and earth." 

Thanks, David, your words stir me like a herald's tram- 
pet But I would not have my lore descend* For one kiss 
of her eyelids, I would climb that same Latmus, were it tea 
iimm higher than Ben-nevis, whose head is hidden in the 
oioads* And why indeed should I despaur ? I have an arm, 
a sword, a heart ; my veins are filled with the blood of a hun- 
dred shres ; and I walk abroad encirited by the brightness of 
a name, which, although it may not be made more bright, 
' shall never be tarnished by me. O my friend, if yon felt the 
thrill which ran through my soul, when she told me that even 
* the nicauest feud would furnish a field of honour for the 
Blcedino: Heart!' Methinks I was a coward till tliat mo- 
ment!'* The knight started up as he spoke, as if to obtain 
room to breathe ; and he strode across the room with a step 
w^hich made the other guests gtart. His burning cheek and 
flashing eye contrasted strongly with ike pale, haggard, and 
dispirited look of hi6 (!ampanion. 

"Your love is viituoiis," said David, m a hollow tone, 
when he hsid resumed hm seat, and the^eiore it is pos* 
sible 

" I never l§ved but her since I was a boy ; no maiden 
have I betrayed ; the name of woman was as something holy 
in my imaginatiott ; and to support, cherish, and defend her, 
I have ever considered a part of my hononr as a gendemao, 
my oath as .a knight, and my religion as a Cbnstiaa»'* 

Then love on without fear : for your mistiees shall not 
assume in your dreams ihe form of a fiend, eonmissioBed to 
waylay and destroy you!'* 

•* How r* 
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'*Ton wiD not flee blood and team drop fiom iha enidfir 
when 700 pray 

''Devld! your mind waadem 

**'Lowe wlueh it meoMateiit with honour and religion is 
viiholy, were ite object an angel — ^and there's an end I Now, 
Archibald, what are your designs ?'* 

- •* I obtained speecli of Ihe daais»el of Tiaval last night for 
only an msiaiu, and she whispered soniethniL^ ^vllicil fills me, 
in spite of myself, vvilh alarm. You iuu»t kuuw that, al the 
commencement of our acqimintaiice, I had the ^ood fortiuie 
to rescue her from the hainl^ oi a villain, who is some rela- 
tion to Orcsmandel, and who, the ok! mnn h( Ik ves, is now 
by his commands on a voyage ol discovery in the African 
seas. Tiiis wretcli the damsel saw, or imagines she saw, 
either in body or spirit, on the streets of Paris ! To-morrow 
she returns to Brittany ; and it is my purpose to watch over 
lier unaeeOt till ii be ascertained, whether the apparition was 
an lUasion or a fealily«-if-uideed il was not the spirit of her 

^ A relation of Orosmandel ! Deaeribe hinif I pray you." 

** I eannot. Whea I saw him, he was cased in black ar- 
mour from head to foot» and hie vizor cloeed.*' The scholar 
iBiiaBd for some time* 

• It 18 fltiangey" aaid he» at length, how jroiir affairs and 
minOf ArehibaU, appear to be worm together. It is fote 
to reside under tiie rery same roof with the damsel of Laval, 
wlMnre I may serve yon eren like a familiar spirit ; while the 

information you have just now given involves matter which, 

perhaps, concerns my life. liiipiis in labula! O holy St. 
Bride ! — look you there, Archibald 1" and, catching his friend's 
arm as in a vice, he motioned him to luLlow the direction of 
his eyes. 

Two guests, whom they had not observed before, were 
about leaving the room, one au elderly, and one a middle- 
aged man ; the former in the showiest dress of a bourgeois, 
and the latter without any thing in hi^ nir or habiliments 
whicli could draw observation of one kind or other. 

Let the lord de Retz be whom he may," said the bour- 
geois doggedly, his debt is jiow large enough for a king to 
&ink worth paying; and, in short, I must have my money.'* 

^ Yoar money is safe," replied the other mildly ; but if 
yon will lake the counsel of a plain man, yon will e xecute the 
magnifieent order I have now given yon, and tltksn eoUcit 
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payment for all together. I know }r<m eome wunettmes (o 
Naiitei* Why not brii^ the things under your own convoy t 
N&y> why not bring your daughter wtdt ^ou— I think jou 
have ft dftttghter rtid eomhine pleamupe wtth bastnees f She 
wonld find the damsel of Lavil every thing that k kind and 
oondeecending ; and w tot you, taken notke of by the lord 
de Retz, perhaps even lesidiag for a day or two at the cb4- 
teau, till the money wa» ready, (I could cootnre myself to 
kcL p it back,) the echevins of the town would not know how 
to pay you honour enough." 

" Then you think I should be sure V* 

''Absolutely. What is it to me? I am paid to perform 
my employer'^ business, not lo deceive." 

*' Well, it i« a heavy outlay ; but I can a^ord it: it shall 
be done." * 

'• 1 knew you were wise as well as wealthy ; I nni not ac* 
customed to throw my pcnrls to swine. Good niaht." 

Good night — and with my humble commendation to my 
honourable lord." When the agent of the lord de Retz was 
ffone, David relaxed ills gripe of his fraud's anUf andy fixing 
his eyes on his face, whispered raysteriouaiy^ 

•* Who is that, tliink you, Archibald?" 
It is a baillie of the tailors," replied the knight wlili a 
look of surprise/** and a special friend of my own. Good 
even to yon« messire; here is a gentleman wonld be glad lo 
make your acquaintance.'* 

**Ha, my sprig of mountain ashl do we^meet affaia! 
What, still munch ii^g ? still goaaling ? wilt never have mie t 
But hold ! your brewing, 1 see, is something of the weakeet; 
and that men say, however it may be otherwise eonvenient* 
is not overly agreeable. to ihe Scottish palate. Argenteuil, I 
grant you, still maintains at least a memory of its reputation : 
but in general the wines ol Lke capital may be considered 
misfits. Here, uiinc host !" 

*« The emperor Julian," said the scholar, " admired the 
wines oi Lutecia ; and if we are even now wetting our iipd 
with them, it is for the sake of their clas^^ic reputation, not 
from motives of economy. Although I w ill not sav but the 
drink is somewhat worsh as it were, and not just so eoniforla- 
ble to the stomach as would give a conseicntioiis man the 
warrant lor swnllowinrr it of St. Paul's advice to Timothy." 

As I live, 1 knew the face, although the cloak was strange 
tomueeyeai Andia itevMiihontmysonin the outermaat 
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—or raihflir, son tlwi was» for I m wa have fenmmeed yoor 

^ I have nMdier fenoonoed my ftiher nor 1117 eloak ; bai 
the latter, aAer raae years of faithful rarvice, I grieve to eay 
it, iiBB leaoitiieed me.'' 

What, the epitogium ab loqaeadam— or ad loquendum— 
for I never eouU tell the difieresce ? Bat why not come to 
me to replace it ? It was honestly paid for, as it was lioncstly 
made ; and you know I was never a man 111 liiat ciuie, to dis- 
tress a scholar for the amount of lus bill.*' 

** Yon misapprehend. The epitogium, thouf^h none of the 
newest, was still nothing less than respectable; and if Sir 
Archibald, here, (whose trade, as I may say, is destruction) 
had kept his hands olf it, there would have been no nppi\, 
for some while yet, either to try the dopih of your palieuee 
<>r ol my purse. In a word, 1 am no longer n scholar; and 
lay biisinoss calls me, perhap?, in some half-hour hence, to 
the city of Nantes. As for my present habiliments, to be 
frank with you, I know not the name of the fashioner $ t^ut 2 
will say this for hiuit that he ie as good a workman as ever 
followed the baaner of St. Luce;" and David, strctchmg 
forth his leg beyond tbe end of the table, so as to dieplay an 
maeh of bis figure as possible, looked with great complacency 
vpoQ hie flowing eloak, his coat of doable doth padded 
ttooof^ioiit with wool, aiid tiia inexpreaeiblea dooble-etitehed, 
and fortifled with leather. 

^< Am for the w(»kmaiiibtp— ^am !<— 'the mere needle and 
thread affaii^I do sot say dial the garmaat will let in hail* 
etonee bodily : bat do yon tell me that it would take an ell of 
cloth, of five quarters breadth, to make two sach breeches as 
these ? If not, your fashioner cuts neither by conscience nor 
by the statute. As I'or the coat, it merits condemnation, inas- 
much as the innci luid i6 cvidi;iuly of old cloth, a thing 
strictly forbidden by law— and, for that matter, by Scripture 
too, as a priest uiice told lae, under the parable of old wine 
and new bottles. Then, if tlio siik with which it is hordered 
has not already b( ( ii on the Vtackof a noble — a t ra\Hl common 
to the whole confrerie except myself— Hsay that Jac<j^Uia Houpe- 
iaude knows not hia trade T'* 

* This was not a fi:aud thirty yean laiet ; for fh^ Lettdra of the King, 
^•tod aiih June^ 1467, relating to l&e pourpointieii of Paris, expressly 
pormit this application of old silk to the coats of boargeois ; the regula- 
tion salfiDg iSSnth, that silk wliiob had been ased bj gantknen wm not 
too nmch worn ftur the porpoee. 
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God forbid dial I iboidd wf any ^ing of tke kind," re- 
plied the ex-«iadentF->«« it ii well known that Jaeqnin 
Hoapeti&de— althpi^ in making out his aceoanta in lialiny 
ibr the Univemty, ha will •omeiimes eonfimnd tfaoaoeiMNitive 
and ablative pre positiona— ought to be coiaai^hmd the king of 
the tatloi«. Thk, howavOTt I will aay, after an adaglnm* or 
proveib, we have among our border riders, ^at it ia neither 
wise nor cAVii lu exainine too curiously the mouth of a gift* 

♦'There are confreries of less substance that have their 
kin^, as for example, the minstrels, an;! why not the tailors ? 
I am the richest man of my traJe, if the lord de Relz be as 
good as his word ; lam an echevin ol tlie city. GouJ youth, 
you are too complimentary, although no one can ilrny ihai 
you are passing wise withal ; and I am glad to my very 
Uninofs, to hear that this is an <>miaous suit.'* 
Anonymous, perhaps ?" 

** Well, be it so : and one which you did not bespeak, but 
receive as a gift. And now, aa touching the wine, I waa 
minded to order the boy to bring ne a flagon of the Oriaanais ; 
but, although still somewhat invogne, this is no moie like 
what men aay it was in the days of Louis la Jeune. Aa for 
Boohelie, you have plenty of it in Britain ; what do yoa say 
if we try the brewings of Ai^on, or Piovinee, or Bmgnndy ? 
Come» in % word, kt «a have a leaiheni bottle of Bcffdeanz, 
> one 1^ the moaC ancient^ as it is one ef the beat of the wines 
of France.*' 

We have already drnnkent"'inlerfecad the knight, and 
it waxes late.'* 

•'It is indeed not very far from the eighth hour," said the 
student, *' and for my part, although beholden to you for the 
ofier, I um not Xenagoras, nor yet Xenarchus — if these be in- 
. deed two persons — to swallow either nine or tM^elve gallons 
at a sitting. But lor the wine of Bordegala, or in the vulgar 
tongue Bourdeaux, it is indeed an f\nrient drink ; being cele- 
brated in the following verses of the ]ioet Decnnus Magnus 
Ausonins, who flourished in the fourth century of our era—'* 
Hold !" cried the echevin, *' You could drink the wine m 
less time than you can take to praise it in poetry ; or if you 
must needs lecite, methinks a cup will be aU the more ne* 
cessary to wash down the Latin. And here it comes in good 
time. What say yon, air knight 

«' The wine» by all meaea, if we are le have the Latin.'* 
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Come then, sir stodentt will ym pledge me 
That will I, Jaeqttiiiy were it in the nieasuiie of Novdiu«y 
simained Tricongiu^j — a matter of three gallons { The oo^ 
torn of pledging, Arehibaid, is derived mm the pledgee or 
eeenrities ofiered in matteM of law. Wheo a man eommitted 
any of the leaser crinest he escaped impriaenineiit preyione 
to trial* by getting anoAer to become his pledge ; or in other 
wofdsy to undeiiidce to endnie in hie etead, whatever pomth- 
ment mjght be awarded^ in the erent of the criminal abscond 
ing. Again, when the queen of St* LoeiSf in danger of ship- 
wreck, TOwiMl to St Nicholas a silTer boat, she satisfied the 
saint he should not be defrauded, by getting Joinville to be- 
come her pledge. In like manner, when a iium was chal- 
lengred lo drink, if lie found liimself a weak brother, he was 
allowed to obtain a pledge, and so drink by proxy.'* 

*• An4 is it thns you ^vouid pledge nie ? By tlie holy Saint 
Luce, I were unworthy to be the first man in the confrerie of 
tailors, and an echevin of the city to boot, if I coidd not drink 
for myself! and so, messire, I empty this measure to vour 
prosperity ; ton chin 2: which* 1 see the knight is busy consult* 
ing tl\p (Ireijs ot his cup." 

i was thinking,** said Sir Archibald* starting, of another 
toast." 

' And yet divination," remarked the stndaat, **is a thing 
more to be condainned than despised, since, before it was for- 
bidden by Moses in the book of Levitiens, it was practised by 
Joseph in Egypt, ^o was an aogor, and had a dinning enp. 
In our timet ^ manner of the ceremony ia to tarn towards 
the east, and pronounce the wofds, * Abma, per dominnni 
ooatramt' when the comants of the Tcsad will straightway 
show forth the inquirer's desAiy.'* 

li is a pagan error,'' said the knight, setting down the 
cop hastily ; and if Joseph pracUsed it, it was because he 
was a Jew, and no Christian !" 

Ton ard right," eried the maslei^ailor, whoee Toioe be- 
gan to wax k)ud, " if Joseph was indeed a Jew, he could be 
no Christian, say I. But since there is sin in the dregs of a 
cup, lc[ lis lill liie faster. Come, i>hall we sing? there is no 
harm in that, li" you love me, sir scholar, let us have one of 
the pricsLly chants of the university whereupon David, to 
his friend's surprise, began wiiliout more solicitation, and in 
ius usual grave and methodical manner, the loilowing strain — 
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BeuYOBs d'aultant an wofx «l ta awliii 
Tusqu' a cent aoiB, 

Et ho ? 

A noire hotcsse ne payons point d'argent 
Fore ung ciedoy 
.Ethor 



Archibald,'' said he auddenly, in the midst of the cehe- 

vin's plaudits, what was the other toast of which yon were 

thinking ?" 

"The Venus Dominie," replied the kttighi, u is pa^si 
eight o'clock.'* 

" Come, sir Bourgeois, the bottle is out, and we thank yon 
for your hospitality, which at anotiiei time we shall be proud 
to rnpay. Tell me, in the meantime, who is that man to 
whrnn yon talked even now when my friend called you ?" 

*i ]>i.igue on it, are you gone already ? Never talk of pay- 
ment except in the case of an cpUogunn ab ad — tio, rib lo- 
quendnm. But as for the man, he is a cou^deatial agent oJ[ 
the lord de Retz, and that is all I know about him." 

*♦ God be with you — we shall meet again, if my auguries 
do not deceive me," and so sayii^, David drained his glass, 
even to the einfol dregu, and hwmed away^ followed by Sir 
Archibald." 

The decent man !" said he in a low voice, when they had 
left the houee^** I ebould not wonder if thai wine stood him 
a matter of three sons V* 

They walked on for some time in silenee, the knight lead- 
ing the way, Ull they reached a very barge and very hand* 
some house, dimly seen in the moonlight. 

" This is strange," said the conductor, all Is dark, and 
the gate is shut ; they must have changed their intention, and 
set out this evening instead of to-morrow ; I cannot compre- 
hend it I" 

"Of whom talk you 

** Of Orosmandel and the damsel of Laval.'* " 
" Holy St. Bride ! And it was to them you recommended 
llagar ? Archibald, the man concerning whom T oven now 
questioned the echevin, if I have any understanding within 
me, was your enemy — and mine!" The kniirht was thun- 
(lerstnif^k. They made every inquiry that was possible in 
the neighbourhood ; but of the very &w inhabitants whose 
houses were still open^ not one had observed the departure of 
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the travellers. They then resolved to fullow on the instant ; 
and Sir Archibald, felicitating himself on possessing a friend 
who felt for him in the dilemma, precisely the same as if the 
tase had been his own. They soon found thejOMelies, kle ai 
the hour was, whhoat the walls of Paiie, sod progm«ing at 
m iteaMly tioion Ibe load towanb Briitaay. 



CHAPTER IX. 

A i I lis period Brittany was under the awqr of John V.^ a 

prince remarkable for neithiar courage noir talents, yet, who 
had contrived, for some time past, to preserve bis doehy in 
comparative traiiquillity in the midst of all the storms whieh 
agitated the west of Kuiope. The Bretons, from time imme- 
morial, were a bold and turbulent race, engaged in almost 
p( r|)( tnal wars and rebellions; and il, by some miracle of 
chuiice, lilt re occurred a laouient's breathing time at home, 
t!i( ir youth were accustomed, like the tScot^, to turn soldiers 
of fortune, and carry their swords to foreign broils. Many 
of them, for instance, followed the Bastard into Ensfland ; and 
were not forgotten when that famous brigand divided his 
booty. Norfolk and Suffolk fell to the lot of Raoul dc Gael: 
York to Alain Lerou ; and other rieh morsels of the opund 
opoliato their cosnpanions. 

The same fieree and iaotioos spirit animated the peasants ; 
and it is a eorions circumstance, and one not adverted to by 
any historian we xemmber, that in this country of heroines 
tbs signal for the servile wars was given by a woman* In 
ihe eleventh centnry, when duke Geoffiroi was hunting, his 
.falcon stooped vnbidden upon a chieken; when Ac amazon 
to whom it bdoDged instantly caught up a stOBe, and whirled 
it at the head of the prince. The Wow wa» fatal to the duhe> 
: id li u l nearly been so to the whole body of the nobles | for 
a general rising of the peasants took place immefistely afler; 
which the widow of the murdsfcd prince, who, aeoording to 
the Breton custom, led on the nobles in person, fcmnd m«oh 

dliliciilty in putt I Mir down. • ^ ♦ # 

If the national character of the Bretons resembled tliatOl 

Ihe Scots^ the histoiy of the two counuries, m like manneri 

VOL. I. 1^ • 
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1340, the little state was torn asunder b^r tvo fvwmM tel- 
lies, one wearing the ducal crown, and one seizing «yery op- 
portunity to giLibp at it. The Montforls ami Penthi^vres of 
Brittany, were the Stuarts and Doii^^lases oi >Scoiland; willi 
this difference, that in the latter country the heroes of tho 
two parlies were men; in the former, women. Jane of Flan- 
ders, coinmoiilv called the Countess cie Montfort, and her ri- 
val, Jane de Peiuliievre, with the excepiion, perhaps, of the 
illustrious Virgin of Dom-Kcmi, were no doubt the most re- 
mark able of ail the warrior^womea mentioned in moderB 
history. 

France and England took part in this bloody feud ; tht 
fiMcmer oa tbe sid« of the pretending, and the latter on tlkat of 
reigning house* Brittany llierefore beeaoie (ke.lMttde- 
idd of thcMe two gmt powers; and the eeatrey in eonse- 
qncnce, to which mililafy advetttwrefe and niffiaDS oC aU 
Ifiinds ilocked from the feat of £ufope* Even when a tniee 
look place in IMAt between tlie two lival kings, it was sIh 
pnlated, strangdy ettooghy tliat tbe struggle of the MontAiflt 
and PenUiliims was to go on m mal; ind tfanrs die eomtijrv 
when no longer the seat of national war, wae fern in pieees 
by petty ooavulmna* and lairiefaed hy banditti ineiead of 
aimtee. Mataudtts of all natioBe Iraveraed the aoil firoiB end 
te endf leaving die print of iheur footsteps in blood and ashes; 
and, wliether in the pay of France or England, when com- 
pelled by the truce to rehix their gripe from each other's 
iliro lis, they threw themselves, shoulder to shoulder, upon 
the natives. An outrage coiuaiitted by or»e oi these biiijands 
was eventually the cause of the famous Battle of the Thirty; 
a duel foMglit on foot between the English and Bretons: -and 
decided m l:ivour of the latter by ona of their combataiU.s be- 
taking himself to his horse — a treason lor wliich, in the purer 
times of chivalry, he would have lost his head. 

Jane de Penthievres' !iusl)and at length died; peace was 
proclaimed; and iirittany remained the vassal of France. 
Doguesclin relieved the country of many of the brigands, who 
were now called tlie Great (Companies* by carrying thein olf 
te aHempt the eonquM of ii^^pain ; but some new eootenliooe 
began, between France and England, aadt in eonaeqeenee, 
new tronbles in Brittany, new maaaaom, new bemings ; and 
al the sound of the first tiumpet of war, new bawttlti aroae 
aeeeddaii^teihe^MrfeedM heeler Bh«dMiekDlNi. Attoog 
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||l0lll^ pflthajpa^ should be reckoned the fattious, or rather in* 
funMHifti C^mnde Clisson, who caxn«d ^ro tmAMWfwd Uuroiigb 
the countiry on hU own account. 

At the begitmiog of tke fifteenth tmitury, John V. ascend- 
ed the dim! throne, vacant by the aftutflsinatiea of his father ; 
tmi imtmnf j^m hm Miga was as calamitous as those oif 
bte a»eeaCei8* At one tune ha was hiniMlC oairied off hadiljr 
by ihe Feia&kAvM; hot hie partgr getting the upper hand, 
^kxB fowetM Iwiiily wa« «t length oreahed. Hia IHendahip, 
It leay be enpposed, wae Mw eoartad by the fVondi aa 
as English^ the efiiara of both m EVanee being in a very ori« 
tical sute. Bat Joha, laught by expeiieiiee^ and perhepa be- 
nefiting even by a want atrength m his ehenMler» treated 
with both, and acted as Utde aa possible for eithar* At the 
epoch of our story, therefore, the curious spectacle waa pre- 
sented of tluo little state, which liad so long been the akntde- 
c'ock of two mighty nations, playini: I lie coquette between 
tliem ; and of John V., who pus^essed aulhing in \m charac- 
ter remarkalilt' in one way or other, settin<T the example lo 
^ncceeding .sovereii^ns of thai subtle species of p^ilicy which 

since hiB iAm» has so frequently been practised on a larger 
ecaie. 

Sometimes the ostensible nlly of Engfland, and sometimes 
of France, Brittany was the place of refuge botli for French 
ipi^ £iig|igh; and the recruiting officers of both nations might 
beeeei ^ying dieir trade in the same villages. As for the 
Mlibm of brigandage, although not put down, it was at least 
kept in eheek; aad eltegether, the country, if not quiet, was 
eft leaet as much so as could bo expeeled wtme «o naaay ele- 
inirta of diaetder ezialed. 

Doe^ and ArMtroeg Csoad litde dificelty in traveraing 
the Fieoeh tcynritoiyt trough whieh their road Uyt for, aiaee 
the Helorv of Heiitemii* all thia par t of the eewuKry waa k 
the banda of Ohetlei y IL Bet thar bed m eooMrer^^ 
the frontiers, thae the aeeee ehaeged. floa a e tbne a they wwe 
challenged aa they paaaed e eolitary ebbleee, and ao^timea 
even detained to aeawer (ioeMioiiat ihe real drift of whiA 
was, probably, nothing eke thae lo dlaeow whether thejr 
were worth rol»bing. Their apeaattMO te the viUagea «- 
cited suspicion and distrust; aed oeeaakwdlf they fouM 
they were dogged by one of the peaaaBle till he bed eaoa 

ihera fairly out of the district. * 

The two friends* however, were '* canny SoeAfc **«y 
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Uwk things afl quMf as they oould^ tdking compaaiMsM^ 
to the Aea, and maktng themselvea at home in the eottages ; 

where David joked in scholaor-like ^u^ion with the young- 
women, and, like King Alfred, helped the old wife to toast 
her cakes. When all this would not do, they made no scru- 
ple of taking by force what was necessary for their own and 
their horses' subsistence ; ior ilie laws of Black Archil;ald of 
Douglas were no moro attended to in cases of necessity, on 
the Scottibli borders than on the borders of Brittany. It 
would have been hard to tell, indeed, for wliich mode of 
"living on the road" the fi iends were bi>t calculated, since 
tliey were at unce courieoui^ and brave, ^utle, social^ and 
good-iemparedy yet 

« ^ « 

Steady of heart, and stout of hand^ 
As ever diove praj from Cumbeilaiid V* 

They had been able to preserve the whole way thetraek of 
the damsel of Laval, which they had found soon afler leaving 
Paris; and David's mind was relieved by the eertainty thai 
Hagaor was of the party, while Prelati was not. Soon after 
entering the Angevin^ ftemtorjr, they had fonnd ^nmelyeB is 
the midst of the endless estates of the lord de Retz ; and the 
hopes of the young knight, as he gazed around hhti, grew 
eolder and colder at every 8te|r. They passed Champtoce, 
one of the most celebrated atmigholds of the finnily, the 
gaunt ruins of which etitt look down upon the road between 
Angers and Nantee* They traversed the town of Inerrande, 
one half of which was in Anjoo, and the other hal f i n 1] i 1 1 ; 1 1 \ ; 
and yet stOl found thai every thin around them — town and | 
country— belonged to the lord de Retz. After entering Brit- 
tany, his possessions still continued to present themselvc>, 
one after another ; and ahiiost every question they asked re- | 
specting the ownership of a tower or lortress was answered 
with the words, "a domain of the lord de Retz." 

It may be snpposed that the progress throngh the country 
ot the daughter of a honse like this, attended hy an escort of 
two hundred men at aims, excited no small sensation. All 
Bntlany, in fact, S( ( mrd to ho astir; the motions of the fair 
traveller were as puijiiciy known as those of the sun in full 
day; and our two adventurers, receiving fresh infcmnatioil al 
every step, were able to continue their course at the exaet 
distance of the small number of miles which they judged it 
proper to leave between them and Hie object of their e^iaL 
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By eafduUf eompariug nolps, 8ir Archibald and his friend 
htid come to the iBMttoidable conclnsioii, Hiat the Black Knight, 
M Paidiae had propoeed to B^de him^ — and whom David, is 
hia ovm JDind, idmitified wilh Prelatt-— was actually in the 
oomttiyt «iid by the eoitniYsnee of OrosmandeL hiotteUl He 
WM employed in ^e confidential afiin of the lord de Rets f 
ke ira eren in the hahifti ae vaifjiii hm been gafheied ftom 
hie oottTCnatum with the eefaerin-tailor, of reaidaig el tte 
ch4leeti. It was imposaiblei however, that the lord de Bets 
could know that he was tlMi same indiTidaal who had ettemp^ 
ed to carry off his daughter ; and the philosopher, therefore, 
was guilty of at least culpable deceit towards his employer. 
On a former occasion, this old man hiid suffered himself to be 
led into a dane^t l ous mistake, by the amiable prejudices of 
blood and family. Might not this be the case again? The 
knight, Avho was one ol those men who may be said to be 
conslitiitionally generous, made the inquiry ddnljifully ; but 
tbf >iJ>])M ions of David, who hnd received throiii^h his com- 
panion new materials for speculation, without bt ini: :it liber- 
ty to rr'wQ his own in exchange, was notdispost tl to view tiie 
atiair so favourably. He came at once to the conclusion, that 
wise as the philosopher might be, he, and through him the 
lord de Retz, were the dopes of Prelati; and the scholar's 
own mlseion to the ehUteau was now no longer to extend his 
eoqnieitions in science, but to serve his friend, and arrive at 
{vcomotiont eiedity perhaps fortune, by bafling the designs of 
a villain. 

But this fine dream was occasionally <Hsturbed by conrer- 
ealions they heard on the road respecting the lord de Rets ; 
and Davidt who was only superstitious in natters of science^ 
was at once proroiked and anrased by the supematnral causes 
ttseigned for Ae natural, howerer uncommony circmnstanee 
of a prodigious fortune. 

** Wait, wait," said an old peasant-^'* it will not last. ID 
gotten, ill gone.'* 

«*But how was it ill gottenT' demanded the scholar; 
"dowries, and legacies, metiuakfi, go frequently enough wiA 
marnanes and deaths.'* 

♦•You are iiglit," replied the old man; "in our time the 
devil rarely works miracles: it is the common .accidents of 
life that are his tools.'* * 

Hold there," interposed another t "if the de^nl does not 
woik miracles^ wiiat say you to the adventure of old Chris* 

10* 
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tinei who pkked op the pieces of silver which Gilles de Rets 
threw among the crowd ? For £ear of losing them, she laid 
them cateliiUy by in a stockingy and going to the&ir to buy a 
cow, brought the owner home with her for the money* Id* 
stead of silver coins, she found in her stocking only a few 
withered leaves ; aAd the man, who l^d lost the chance of 
selling his cow,, and been taken many miles out of his way, 
thinking that it was a cheat, beat her so severely that to this 
hour she keeps her bed I" 

111 gotten, ill gone repeated the first peasant* 

**Then I presume, my friends,'' said David, <*that if the 
lord deBetz were to throw his money among us here, it 
would lie untouched upon the ground.'' 

*^ I would say an ave before I looked at it," replied one 
would take it straightway to the church," said another^ 
** and dip it in holy water." 

Does he often practise liberality ! Does he live agreea- 
bly to his fortune ?" 

** He gives away his gold (if gold it be), as freely as men 
give withered leaves. No kin^ in Europe keeps half his 
state; and the prince of Bnuaiiy himself, arrayed in scarlet 
and furs, would show by his side like one of his hired retain- 
ers, * 

HI gotten, ill gone !" groaned the first peasant nfraiu. 
"For that matter," said a man who hnd joined the group 
in the middle of the conversation, *' it begins to go already. 
I am just from Nantes, where it is all the talk that Gilles de 
Retz ii selling his estates to the duke, league by league, and 
that the thing gives sore displeasure to the whole ^imily of 
Laval." 

This intelligence was the roost interesting part of the con« 
versation to our two travellers ; the rest being set down as 
nothing more than the exaggerations and delusions of ignor* 
ance* David thus knew that the lord <le Retz was at one and 
the same time in debt to his tradesmen, borrowing money 
from the Jews, and selling his estates piecemeal. Gould this 
ruin—for such it was— be occasioned by nothing more than 
the usual extravagances of a man of rank ? Would not the 
sale even of a single estate have been sufficient, to CMrer anjr 
probable embarrassment? Was it certain that Prelati had 
authority to extort a kan from messire Jean? might he not 
have done this on his own account, though in the name of his 
lord ?~and might he not, in the same way, have embezzled 
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the money destined to pay Hqupehnde, and, perhaps, many ^ 
others ? If it was still his purpose to carry off the damsel of 
LavalrT-behold her dowry ! 

Witfi regard to Orosmandel, they were more and more 
perplexed at every step. The peasants were not ignorant of 
the existence of sach a person, but they declined speaking of 
himi except in the most general terms ; a thing that was the 
more extraordinary, as no one seemed to have any thing but 
good to tell. ^ They never pronounced his name themselves ; 
but as soon as it was mentioned, hastened to say a few words 
of commendation, and then shrunk from the subject. On one 
occasion, in the parlour of a village inn, David, determined 
to gratify his curiosity, was so pointed in his questions, that 
the company, consisting of peasants and travellers of humble 
condition, unable longer to evade them, got up hastily and 
left the room in a body. 

** Will yoi! not speak ?" he said, seizing a rustic beauty by 
the arm, as she was vanishinsf at the door, "why do you 
fly ?" The girl turned towards hirn a face which he had se- 
lected from tlie rest on account of its more than common in- 
trlligeiK e, and with terror and warning iu her eyes, replied 
ill a whisper : 

" Imitate our silence, if you be wise ! Ask not questions 
which we cannot answer if we would, and would not if we 
eould ;— but above all. things, name not a name which we 
know by experience the very winds of the desert can carry 
more than a hundred miles." 

MusiAg on these things, the two fiiends pursued their jour- 
ney, at the slow pace which was necessary in order to keep 
them from coming within sight of the procession. They had, 
hitherto, travelled with a circumspectne^s sufficient to have 
cencealed them even from the ken of a wizard ; avoiding, 
since they had crossed the frontiers of Brittany, not only the 
castles, but the monasteries, although these, generally speak- 
ing, wm the only plaoes of harbour which answered the 
purpose of inns to travellers of their rank. As^hey now en- 
tered further and further into the country of the lord de Retz, 
it was proper, if possible, to be still more cautious ; and on 
the piesent occasion, when it was necessary at twilight to hail 
till llie following nuniiing, iindinij no shelter at hand of the 
kind they wished, they did not hesitate tp encamp for the 
night vindor a tree. 

The spot was on one of those magniiicent coteaux whichi 
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sweep suddenly t yet hsrdly preciphomdyrdown io die brisk 
of (he Loire. Tbm riiedowi of evening bung heavily upon ' 
the river; and its nnmeroue islands and sand-banks rose 

dimly througli tlie mist. The world was steeped in a kind 

of dreamy silence, only interrupted by the distant sound of 
the waters, rising indistinctly and brokenly upon the ear, like 
the murmur of one who sleeps. On a neigliboiuiiig emi- 
nence, surrounded by tall trees, stood a fortress, keeping 
guard, as it might have f^eemed, over the enchaniDtl scene. It 
was there that the damsel of Laval reposed for the night; 
and on that dusky, grim, and threatening object, were the 
eyes of hr r Inver fixed, like those of a maiiner, who watches 
the star which guides him over the deep. 

It may be supposed that neitlier Douglas nor his friend 
were much inclined to sleep under such circumstances ; for 
the fortress contained a cynosnre for I>avid, as well as the 
knight, although gleaming, as our scholar dreaded,. with more 
ttnlu^ly splendour. Of the two, however, he of the Iiauhprk 
was more vigilant in his watch ; and long after bis friend 
was fast asleep, 8tr Archibald ocmtinned to gaze and ta 
dieam. 

He at length rose up in that slight degree of fever wbidt 
attends tinwonted sleeplessness, and began to pace slowly the 

eateau of the hilL By degrees, and almost micon8e4oariy» 
» extended bfs walk in the direetion of the fortress, till he 

could see its turrets clearly defined against the sky. 

At such an hour there was little risk of observation, and 
yet he liesitated to advance needlessly from the trees which 
covered the side of the hill into ihc unsheltered plain tliai lay 
between him and the eminence whereon the castle stood. He 
remained, therefore, in the black shadow of the erove, lean- 
ing against the trunk of an oak, of which he himse lf misfht 
have seemed to form a portion, even the part}-rt)lniuetl em- 
bla^nnini'iiis on his coat of arms resemblin^r, in the obscurity, 
sor»e of the thousand tints of autumn by which he was sur- 
rounded. ' 

His eyes were fixed upon the fortress, and his thoughts 
weie busy with her it contained ; while the kle« of the black 
knight flitted ever and anon, like a spectre, across his dream* 

**0h said he, almost aloud, tot it were my &te to 
meet with him again ! If nnable to cope with him in mortal 
strife, I should be unfit to wear tiie prize for wkieb we eon« 
tendf and the smner I bid my dishoBoured bead ta tie grave 
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Ae beileT. But what are his advantafwl Ndilher in name 
nor Uoody neither in stxeoffth nor courage : and for that mi^ 
gical prMtigfe which is aaia to surround him in his connexion 
witli Orosmandeli I could' well trust to a Ghfistian^s mass, 
and a soldier's sword. Come, skulking traitor, even if backed 
by all fhe fiends in the afojras ! In her erne I defy thee and 
U&en^Appear ! I aummon thee V* 

Xhe inToeatiion^ as is osoal with such hufsts of yonthful 
mtliDsiaBm, was spoken alond towards the close, and in a 
tone of the same earnestness with which a man somoions an 
eneory who is within hearing. When he had finished, Don* 
glas, after gazing breathlessly for a moment, pressed his 
hands upon his eyes, like one who would drive away some 
illusion failed up hv the enchantments of imagination ; but 
Oil looking again tow ai ds the tlistvince, the ohjcct uT his won- 
der had not passed away. It was a liuinan liornre, staiuhng 
in the middle of the small, lonely plain, which, hut a lew 
minutes bcibre, he had himself been withheld fVoiii traversing 
by the fear of beinff observed from the battlements of the dis- 
tant fortress. 

A monu tuary thrill of terror passed through the blood of 
the young knight ; but, crossing himself devoutly, and call- 
ing in one breath upon his saint and' his lady» he unsheathed 
his sword, and stood upon his defence. In another instant 
his recoliection returned, and he dropped the point of his 
weapon. Why sfaoaki he suppose this to be a supernatural 
visitation ? The ghostly enemy did not confront him, when 
inirofced, face to face» as was the regular process ; but made 
his^ appearance at a considerable distanee, and seemed to ap» 
ptoaicui gradually like an ordinary man* Some dark clouds 
were sailing- sluggishly across the sky: might not their sha« 
doWf'although uttohserred hy hinii have ooncealed this wan- 
derer cdT the knight tiU he had gained the middle of tlte plain } 
Nay, conld he even tell how long his pre-occupation ot mind 
had lasfed; or fliat it had not been strong enough to prevent 
his taking cognizance of such an object, when actually pre- 
sent to his eyes ? 

While these ideas passed rapidly through the knight*s 
mintl, the figure conliiuied to approach in a direct line. It 
wa.s, a:< might have been expected, that of an armed man; 
for none else would venture out at such an iiour. I* '^'^ 
at length near enough to be seen disimctly* It was the figitre 
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of ft tall man* sheathed ia ttwnr hm hmd ta iooL It wjm 
the Black Knight ! 

Douglas's first impiilio was to advance from the shadow <»f 
the treei* ia Ofder to meet his ohailenged foe ia the Ofiaii . 
plain ; but the sword of the latter was stiU ia its scabbard* 
and his attitude was aot that of a nuw prepared to encQnntMr 
an enemy. 

It may be after ally" thought the Scot* who would raAer 
have attacked a whole army thai| « single opponent offsredto 
him by magical art, it may be after dlf that this is nothings 

more than a coincidence. Let me, in the first place, watch 
what is his errand. If it be to me, 1 am ready, My chal- 
lenge has heen given; and, if he heard it, he will answer.'* 
At ihe moment the sable figure, who was now near cnoufi-h 
to have been struck by a lance thrown from the haiitl, iitood 
suddenly still. Douglas felt that his eyes were fixed U]>on 
him ; but neither party moved. At It ngih the btranger, raismg 
his arm above his head, witti a gesture which might have 
been either of menace or invitation — for he was now half 
hidden in the dark shadow of the trees*— turned abruptly 
away, skirting with a quick but noiseless step, the confines 
of the wood. Sir Archibald, at this spectadSf had muoh 
difficulty to repress a shout of defiance which rose to his lips; 
but, calling to mind his pnrpose of watching the motions of 
the enemyi he muttered anew an invocaiion to his patma 
saiiUy and glided after him with a paoe as stealthy as hii 
own. r 

They coaMed for soMs time loiuid Aa invirinliQiis of tfaa 
wood, which at length became so numerous that Sir Aidii* 
bald began to be in doubt as to whether it would be nossiUft 
fix him to find his way back to his sleeping oomrails. llo 
quickened his step, bnt did not gain upon tfie r^ieating 
knight* He catted out to htm to turn, in the usual tenns oC 
challenge ; but the dark figure continued gliding dimly before 
him, like a phantasm seen in a dream. Our adventurer at 
lengili stood still in amazement, not unalUed to supers litious 
terror; and at th:it moment the figure stopped also, ajid tura* 
ing round, made another sign with the arm. 

Douglas renewed his pursuit, but more slowly; for the 
ground was here broken and uneven, and at any rate, he per- 
ceived that he whom he followed now awaited his approach. 
The inequalities of the soil were not greater than those in 

whipii anUquarkus sometimes discover tha yestiges of a £oman 
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— np ; tmi m ihe wp&BB wasopm for a fle mi d wtto di H« i ii i u» 
Imi moiM 8M dortiiMitly €«MNi|^t BOtwithflMidtDf Ao growinf 
idieMfftf of dM hooTt the fimn of Ao sable katght aCaadin^ 
tiJl ud hmdy in die sndst. Sir ArebibaU stef^^ad fonrara 
sme qttiekly, for lia was mm done lo the obiael his par* 
' suit ; arranging hia dreaa m ha advanced, and loosening his 
sword in the scabbard, like a man who prepares for an iinme> 
diate and desperate encounter. These operations, however, 
could not liavr withdrawn his eyes from the motionless figure 
before him tor more than a few seconds : and yet, on raising 
his head to address his enemy, he found that the spot where- 
on he had stood was vacant. No rock, no stone, no bush, 
no tree lar^e enough to conceal the ligure of a man was with- 
in many iiuudrod yards; a deep silence reiLTued on the desert 
place; and as Duudas ^nzed wildlv nroiind hirn, the idea 
took possession of his mind, that he had all the time beeu 
walking in his sleep, and had just awakened from a dream. 

No proeess of reasoning could account for what he had 
aeen. If the figora had been in bodily preaenoa that <^ the 
Bkck Kni^t, was it Ukely that .this daspeiado, who had 
not ahnmk from hia awoid even when it was baefced by thoae 
of two of his followers, would hare deelinad meeting him on 
an equal field? If a phantom ^eeented to him by magi^ 
art, and thia aeemed the mora rational anppovidoA of twO| 
waa it Gommiaaioned ezpveea from hell for the doughty pur* 
poee of leading him a ahort diatanee out of hia way ? He 
• had heard of men who had been unhomed and wounded by 
ap a a tti a 4 m ighte ; but, on Ihe preaent ooeaaion, his antagonkrt'e 
triumph appeared to consist in causing him to extend a little 
his midnight walk, in order to leave hiin suddenly alone on a 
desert plain 1 

At all events, it was necessary to regain his camp with as 
little delay as possible ; otherwise, he should have to enter on 
the morrow, and its increasingr chance of adventure, after a 
sleepless night. . The place could not be far distant, nor very 
difl'icuU to find ; for it was on lofty c^round, which would 
doubtless present itself after he had walked on for a few mi- 
nutes in any direction. The night was hazy, but cni Id 
baldly be called dark; for the moon was at least dimly vii>i* 
ble through the film which overspread the sky. 

Sir Archibald walked on, thon^itful and perplexed, direct- 
mg hia steps lowaida the neareat emsmea. A little w^y be 
yond thia he aaw, withoalmiieh anrpriaa the main road; and 
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_ it with Blaevity bfi proceeded al a briak pace in fMMch 
of the opendnff whare he and hU friend had lefi it to aeek an 
eneampmant for the night* Ha had not gone &r, howwex, 
when the appeannce of a low roofed haty I^Ut againat abank 
which lined the right4iaod aide of the Ughway* oon¥iaoed 
him that he was beyond the plac^$ fas a shatter of this hind, 
had they been aware of ita exiatancjo, would have aeemed to 
our travellers greatly preferable to the open ab, A/ler eland- 
iug uiuluc^ided for a moment, he was about to turn back, with 
a hearty ati alicnia directed against the phantom-kuight, when 
the duur ui the cottage opened, and a female, pulling forlliher 
head, enveloped in a liuod, beckoned him tu ap])i(Kieh. 

*» Is it you at last, messire ?*' said she in a low voice, *• I 
had given up all hope of bteiag you ; although, there heing 
no nenrer slielter even for a dog, I could not coi^ectiire what 
had become of you." 

** P'or whom do you take me, my pretty maid ?" demanded 
Douglas, paying this compliment to an extremely handsome 
face, which he aaw dimly, peeping from under the peaaanl'a 
hood.'* 

"For a foreign knight,- by your garb and tongue ; and for 
fer a friend to the damsel of Laval, by your brightening 
glance and flushini: rlieek, when we talked of her thia morn* 

ing in the iiostehie." 

By my faith, you have a keen eye for aaeh mattora,'' ' 
said the knight ; ** but doea ita ken extend no further ? Why 
have you sat up so late by this hazy moon, which aeema fitlar 
to light a spectre through the church-yard, dtan to serve as lha 
lamp of love !" 

** Where is your friend !'* demanded the young woman in>- 
patiently, without regarding this address; ** why tan us lie ? 
In this country, Sir Knight, you should be aware, fellow-tra- 
vellers are only too happy to have the advantage of one ano- 
ther's })roteciion, even ii: (h\ light." 

*'It is a country, I allow, where a iiian may meet with 
Rtrani^e comrades under the beams of the moon. Hut a? to 
my friend, I trow he is fast asleep on a lull side, somewhere 
abi>ul two miles olf; for you shall know that he and I ( aiiie 

f- aland where weary travelers are not nice about their 

iodgingi?." 

«* I am ^oTvy for it : for I would trust more to his keen eye 
and ready tonguct than to the sharp aword of era a kniiiht of 
you all 1" ^ 
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^Ka^t M lor tbalf'* Mid die kaa^ht wte had m tourii of 
mwj ia hk dufOMtknit my bmoA Imdut aot a dMfp swmd 
to boot* nor yet a amet bearl and strong am to vae lU - Bi|l 
eomot the time fltea apace : let me know your trottUe 9 om 
if jonr quarrel be food^ tUa poor weapon of jaioe may even 
ailMd you as well as another* ' 

** 1 would there had been two I" said the youns^ woman ; 
** and yet, against odds of at least a score, wIi;lL matters it? 
Come on, Sir Knight, luiluw me, m the name oi God, and for 
the sake of your lady love and, gliding away fiom die hut, 
she pressed up the steep bank beside it, with an agility which 
cost the knight, cumbered as he was with thirty or forty 
pounds weight of armour, no little exertion to enuU uo. 

*' T call you to notice," said he, when they had gamed the 
summit, tliat the odds you mention, althougli ihey may pos- 
sibly be held at bay for a moment in the melee till rescue 
eomes up, cannot be opposed^ with the slightest cbauce of 
eventual success, by a'single aword. I am willing, in tenna 
of my lu^htly oath, to attempt In yoor behalf all that man 
may attempt; but atill, I pray yen to remember I can do no 
more than man may do/' 

Listen,'* leplted the giil, and waste not time in apeak- 
tng. This ia not the first time I have oommitted myself to 
Ibe Droteetion q{ the moat holy St. Julian« Last year I made 
anotner journey, in the course whereof I was overmn, and 
trampled on the ground by a fuiiona horseam. On thai oe- 
casion my life was pteaerved by the damael of Laytd; who, 
forgetting the meanness of my rank in the greatneaa of my 
nusiortune, caused me to be carried into one of her father's 
castles, where she landed me, even like a young mother nurs* 
ing her sick ciuld." 

** Weep not, p^ood wench," said tiie kuight, " touching the 
corners of his eyes with his gloves ; ** weep not, but say on; 
for I already take upon, me the adventure you have to pro- 
pose." 

** The times have now turned round,'* continued she ; *♦ I 
am well and safe ; and the damsel lierseK is th^ night in SOrer 
peril than that from which she rescued me," 

•* St. Bride of liothwell V* pried Douglas, *« what is this ? 
Wl^, trtder, did yon not iipeak at once! £&e in peiil! 
Say on, thou pra^ boV* 

Hush ! hush ! I thou^^rt^*' and abB shook her head— 
•« i ilumghi fimtlM» tmt tj^tte 

m** I. 11 
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iMrtwdT «t all ; ad tettomeBln iiow-eMmwhcBsoi^^ 
HMWC be dooe. Mr Knight, U wee kiiewn liMlejr in title 
eeentry-side, Ihml iheie wee eome mieishier brewleg' for iha 
iiouse of Lavel* The herd de Rete is tfod lo be etrippiny U» 
house-tree, branch by branch, by the fide of hh eetaiee to the 
sovereign dtifce. The remonttrances of his khidred have been 
listeru (I to with coldness by the buyer, and with hauglity and 
mclin naiit surprise by the seller; nnd it is thought that the 
end will be iitniiinn less than a civil war in Brittany. Now, 
if you are astouisiicd that such an event could be brought 
about by the quarrel« of a single family—" 

Tush ! I am astonished at nothing < M the kind : — it is our 
Wav over the wnler. On on. in the name of Ood!*' 

** I'here is someihinff more, howt \ tT, thnn tlic im re sale of 
the estates. Gillea de Ketz in a man of sucli [prodigious 
pride^ that the heavens themselves do not seem to him to be 
iiigh enough for a canopy for his head. More than onefold 
bnOH, daimioff Idndrpd %vith himself, has already demanded his 
lAaoghter, and beett econiMly reused ; and it is now believed 
tfiat he looks far over the ciests of them all for abnsband for 
ibe heiress of LmU If this be true, whatever may be the 
cause whieh sets them to loggerheads, the damsel wlH be 
vnelebed et hi the confesfon by more than one gatmtleted 
heed 9 wd Ihfe irery hour it will be debated among the tneU 
eonteato^ vhedier she shall not be seised upon her journey, 
end detained as a hostage till all qoeettons ere settled bctweea 
tbem and the lord de Bets/* 

• ♦*How know you this?" demanded Douglas, "and who 
ar<5 you who speak above your seeming muk V 

" My rank is what it seems : nl though being the favoorlfe 
niece of a priest — whose soul be happy! — I received better 
instruction than I have use for. My real insignificance, and 
apparent ignorance, united with accident, have allowed to 
C0n|e 10 my kiiowlrtlire what T hrwc told vou. Ts this 
enough t Am I ri^ht m gnrssino- ^■on to Ix^ one who would 
venture liib and liiiii) in the service of \hv chimsel of Laval? 
Am 1 right in supposing that the principal, if not only pax*- 
pose, of your journey, has dh-ect reference to her?" 
You are right»** repUed Doo^^. 

" Then, messire, since I have gathered this ftma WOldi 
end looks marked by flo one else, and ^prdbsbiy oneonsciooa 
•ein te fmmeMyi'itbmmA TM'eMIt Ibr oMe gnMuM 
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of wit ilian you would expect to iinii under a peasant's hood ! 
Now listen. In yonder ruined castle, once a powerful 
SUongludd of the family of Laval, and now not altogeilier the 
ruinit mighi tfeem to be, the malcontcrus meet within an 
hoavt ^ purpose ^ caceivio^ certain ioformation tom 
Nsntoif debating on w^st i« to be dam ia, ^oiidequence., 
Tlu»r Btunbsf will ^ vokiiawa to themselvM; and thejr will 
repair .W die raodaiAvoiift at this dead keiir, ooMd in atniour, 
mod probably vmMloaed, distrusting ewm MS awMhsr, imtil 
' dsBy absohitely afMertaia tbat it will be praiteat m nsoessarjr 

form tbe leagM ia soiiliev]datHMu Go thou ioo» sir knight i 
—go boldly IB among tho fsst» sod obssnw whsl m mid sad 
done ! Having learnt this, tafco what sftsfis nsy seen 
wisest to you as a practised soldier, for the fss«aa~if it be 
necessary — of the damsel. As for roe, my part is fulfilled; 
and ii lae very worst happen, I shall be able lo weep withral 
self- rt; p roach." 

♦•What is the worst f said Douglas, in a constrained 
whisper — '* Even if a captive, will she not be in the hands of 
her own kiiiMuen, and those who wooed her for their bride ?'* 

"Ask nie not 1 aak me not!" replied the damsel, drawing 
her hood over -her face — ** 'linn is a wild country, and these 
areieaiful times. No matter with whom tlif^ damsel may be 
4 OspUTS : — she will find herseU' in the Inind.^ of a brigand, 
i^eady to coouait an^ oiime that might serve to sefiure his 
prize t" 

♦♦Eaongh*.. Yonder roioed turret is ihr plj^ce, fscnrcdy 
ladler than the trees that surround it I . But stay-— the nai»e 
vhich yott this momiiig forbade—" 

Stay not for aames. Away, if you be a man I" 
I woidd but ask, if timely notiee given to OfQsnandel~" 
but at the wocd» the youag w^mao di^ed dowa the steep of 
Ae haak ; aad DouglaSf taraiag sway with aa SKdanntion 
less courteous than was his woat* puiOBaed hie way towsfda 
the ruiri. 
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CHAPTER X. 

- As Sir Archibald approached the spot, he found that al- 
though the turret, when seen at a distance, certainly gave the 
idea of a place long since ahaiKinned to ihe owk, there were 
other parts of the building in better preservation. It seemed 
to have been one of the strongest of those strong castles for 
wliicli liritlany wa^ once renowned; and althoue-h no\s' in 
ruins, and altogether deserted, except by a keeper of humble 
rank, its fortifications and outworks, as well as a portion of 
the interior, were in the taste of the last century. 

The edifice stood upon the steep of a thickly- wooded hill, 
Ae sides of which were broken, and tendered of difiBcult ac- 
.eeat by i<oeks« ravines, and precipices. The ^tiiit light of the 
moon only revealed the oodines of the loftiest towers, while 
die rat of the building was enveloped in donbtfol shadow* 
An air of duaky and myatartous Erandenr presided over the 
whole object ; and as Doiiglas» afier cmaing Ihe moat by a 
permanent bridge, approached die gM« he half expected his 
sommoaa to be answered by one of those goblin fimns of 
which he had heard in the talea of the minstws. 

The gateway, howevert was open, and the door half em- 
bedded in the earth. The arch was ornamented with heads of 
wolves and wild boars g-iinninc; down upon the visitor: it was 
flanked at either conier by turrets, uliere tlie warders once 
kept their ceaseless watch ; and surmounted, in the middle, 
by a lofty corps-de-garde. Three ditches he thus passed, and 
three walls, from six to eight feet thick ; and while traversing 
the dreary courts between, our traveller, it must be said, trode 
softly, rather from I'eelino; than policy, as if thinkino^ that even 
the sound of his armed heeis upon the ground was there an 
intrusion and an impertinence. 

He at length found himseit in the great square courts sm^ 
rounded by the buildings of the castle. Underneath were fte 
cellars, the subterraneans, and the priaons; above these, on 
the ground story, the habitable apartments, as well as the sta* 
blea, fowi-houaesf and dofocotes, 16 the right and left of Ihe 
gate ; and on the upper story, the stores, larders, and aise- 
nals. The whole of the roofs of this grand square were bor* 
dered by parapets madieeonlis, ehsmina-deiwde, and tenets. 
In the centre of the eoinrt was the loftf donjon, yisiog like aa 
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^aorBMWi towrw fk<MB the mMt of tig gqrtondMny biiMlngg, 
aod eonlMiiiw ihe sMi tpat«BMiis« lad the tmtory, Tnir 
wtkMi might ie eaUad tke hMrt of the fcHtm* wtt eiMinM 
l>y m deep ditch ; and although its walls, like those of the 
other parts of the edMto, were at least six feet thick, it was 
fmiher sirensrtliened by a shirt, or second \\ a\\ ot njnal thick- 
ness, toriiH (1 {)t solid blocks of cut stoiie, aud ri&m^ U> one 
Jaalt' the ht;ight of the donjun itself. ^ 

The prodigious sin iio th oi the donjon, as might have l een 
expected, had withsioo l more successfully than the rest of 
the buiidin^ the effects ot n*Mr]* ( t and time. 'Vlir sides of 
the square of which D^uii^das made the complete tour, were 
in some places open to the weather, and in all, ruined and 
desolate. Sometimes, by the uocertain light of tiM IftOOa 
foiling through the broken roofs of tho el^uaibers, many of 
which were vaulted, bo oould aea the remaiaa of the atiimd 
^aao with mhkh their ogi?» wkidowa had bean adorned. In 
aome apartments, the floor waa pared in sqaaiea of differ^ 
oflio«rs; ia others, the pillars whioh anppoited the joiata 
were atUl encrasted with filleta aad flowers of tin ; in oUMnav 
Ibe waUa atiU ahowed the mnaiM ef pahrtinga, fepraaenliDg 
figma aa large aa lifoi hoUmg Boiotia ia thair handa, oo wfaidi 
H waa lite eaalom, in gmit heuaea, to insoriba moial aantanoao 
lor the ediieatMMi of tlie goeata. 

• Harlw aaeerimned that the maetmg eoold bo belA in mono 

of the orainary apartraenia of the castle, oor advantam now 

proceeded with a firm step, but an anxious heart, to the don- 
jon ; and having- crossed ihe moat by a drawbridge, embedded 
in the earth, and long since become a permanent avt nuo, he " 
struck with the hilt of his sword upon the njoulderiiig door. 
When the linilow echoes of the sound had died away, he 
hoard a voice within, followed by i}\e efforts oi some ieebie 
or unsteady hand to withdraw tlie holt. 

There is the last I'' said tlic voice, in a cracked treble, 
"By St- Gildas 1 there hath scarce been such a jubilno in my 
time; no, not since the murther of the young lord in the 
Devil's Chamber.* He ! he ! he ! What, art sleep old Haoul ? 
Put thy pith to it, man, as if feigning thou wast flesh and 
Mood, iaatead of a dried akinfbl of lotting bonea. 'fiUie I 

♦ In Camera Diabolorum — in Camera ViridBy and aiinilar name* 
taken cither from the colour of the tappstry, or Uie representations it 
40iiuunedt occur in the io«nuaca|pi mveiitories of U10 l^urtec^ isootuij, 

11* 
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VZ6 TH£ MAGICIAIf. 

I must help ^ee myself, although I am the seneschal, and 

thou only my valet. Now, stand on one side, and hold thy 
skeleton erect while he enters, ioi the credit of the hou^e ol 
Laval V 

Douglas was received with a profaund bow by the person- 
age calling himself the seneschal; a little withered man, at 
the verv veriie of human life, with a beard as white as ynow, 
who leant on a stick ot .the same colour, taller tiian hitnseU, 
and resemblinL^ the rod ot^ a gentleman usher. The appear- 
ance of the valet was in nowise dilierent from that of his 
master, except in dress, and also by his skeleton being round- 
ed at the back like a how, whereas, that of the other wbm 9» 
straight and ofllcjal4ooJciBg as kis waad* « 

There be no mote of yon*. I trow, flMSsir^l" said the 0e» 
nescbalf in the tone of asking a question, of whieb he knew 
the answert while the vdiel shtu and belled the doer* 

I know not**' replied Doii| ^, m thm nraijr befinre 
mer» 

" A nmnd domil twelTo, w I «» » flinnert Is it not dm. 
Yea: he is the ihirteentlu*' 

He! be ! he! said I not so! Qo ID: itis not a nm who 
bath kept a house like this for fifty years, diat thoa.wilt find 
napping. I knew his tread the moment he entered the inner 

gate ; tramp, tramp, tramp, it went round the square— and 
thou, like a superannuated fool, woiiki have called him in, 
as if he wanted bidding of ours? Wait, said I, wait, old 
Raoul; have but a giain of patience, for those feet will carry 
him here, were his eyes shut, and a tombstone OH his back. 
Said I not so? — the very words?" 

'* Yea," answered Raoul, 1 will not gainsay it." * 

" He ! he ! he I See what it is to be a fellow of experience ! 
Tramp, tramp, tramp, came the footsteps again by the other 
side of the square ; and knock ! knock \ knock ! went the hilte 
against the door! Thott art the tkaiteenth, shr kaight, and 
there's an end!" 

" That jRras the number then expected!** 

" Nay — twelve," interposed RaouL 
Thou wilt talk ! God sain theOb neighboiii ! Alas, old 
Raoul 1 And in troth, sir knight, it was twelve, as tbis poor 
awB sayih— hut wfaea will dMrdetil be left out ofaooh areckoi^ 
Mgt Nowi Ilia twelftb Mai, you oavat know, waa Id hava 
baaii the vietiBi f " 
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How I" 

•* It is gospel-tnie. Have I lied, oM Raoul ? Speak ap, 
if thoQ yet hoardest a morsel of tongue for the worms !'* 

It was the twelfUi man— I will not gainsay it: and moie^ 
over — " 

" Moreover ! Moreover whatt Over twelve ? Why, that 
wiNdd give thyself the lie ; for, over twelve is thirteen* And 
BO, messire, it being a dark moon, like this of to-night, and 
one of the company, whose heart failed him, slipping behind 
the tapestry to be out of thfe mischief, the twelfth man, enter* 
ing with vizor closed like the rest, was counted for die ele- 
venth« Thus did he escape, sarrounded by ten. hands, each 
grasping its mitfftricorde,* But even as St. Abraham was trick- 
ed by ue devil, who caused him to sacrifiee his own flesh 
and blood, instead of a good fat buck ; even so was foiled that 
day the lord dc Retz. For, lo you know, sir knight ! who 
should enter thereupon, unwished for, and unbidden? Who, 
I fcay, should mourn those very stairs, against the will of those 
who kept them ! Who should force himself, head and should- 
ers, into an affair witli which he had no more business than 
thou? Who, but the young lord himself? I tell you, Sir, 
there were ten dafirg-ers clashed in his body in the same in- 
stant; and his fathers clashed the loudest! Is it not so, old 
Raoul ? Answer, if there be anythintj but mere bones within 
thy skin ? Hold up thy defunct face, and tell me, whether I 
have lied !" 

" Thou hast spoken truly; I will not gainsay it; and, by' 
the same token, the castle from that day was suffered to fall 
into ruin ; being deserted by all but you and me^ who 1«ere 
left in charge, and — " 

" And another ! He ! he ! he ! Well said, old Raoul \ 
Well said, i'faith! And so, sii kni^t, being the thirteenth, 
as I have said, we bid you heartily welcome I" . 

The entrance ball was not deep enough to require mneh 
time to traverse it ; and yet the thirteenth visitor — although 
appearing disdainful and impatient*H)id not reach the farther 
end, till the last words of this ominous tale had fallen upon 
Ids ear. He then, partly deceived by the want of light — ^for 
the place was only illuminated by a single lamp fixed to the 

• The small dagger which the knights made use of to dispatch the 
enemies they had overthrown ; so caUed, from tfas c ael siB St i nii fiv 
«aMrcy," with wlwiitliftmq^iibftd coM «m% the Mow. 
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— and partly, iVoni pre-occupation of mind, instead of 
mouuuug the great stairca:ie» struck into a dim openino- beside 
it. He discovered his mistake after asceading two or three • 
sleep and narrow steps, and retunuMl hastily. The two old 
men were looking eagtiiy towarda the spot, wiili a ghastly 
smile on iheir faces ; but when the kiiii^ht made his appear- 
ance ntj^'m at the opening, the iik niiuent of the seneschal 
broke tortii in a shrill, cracked, liu I Ik ! he and was join- 
ed, for the first time, by the laugli oi Im CQittrada» whiek 
souuded as if it came from a coHid. 

That is the way thou must gV said he q£ ibe waod* 

foe U i9 the stair of the Thirteemh ; and, being wiser to-^iajr 
than we were ilfty years afiH ve WftU not try to alay thee. 
TeU. me, old Bamil, lor ibda wert by ; did not the young loxd 
dsrt into that dow^ when we him off from mounting ^ 
great etoir vlth the point oC our weapoas t Opot thy jaws 
and anawar if tlmit haat any dyegs of life ift Iboii*'* 

^ He did ao; I viU not gainsay iL Tet aaforAflleaai it 
vm by the gceal atatr ho aalwned*" 

WeU said, oU Saoiil. wbU aald, i' fritk; now awifot om 
agam ; nndooe thy Upa once more, if they be any thin^ else 
than nmsty par(^nient, damp with mouldiness, and worm-eaten 
like a coffin that hath served two corses, — after what manner 
came he down the great stair i Il^pouud, a& ihuu be^«t a 
true valet! Ha?'' 

*« He ! he ! he ! Heels foremost ! He ! he ! he !*• 

'♦He! he! he! By St. Gildas, thou art a rare (Compa- 
nion, all that IS left of thee ! I tell thee wliat, 8ir ]viii<ilit, it 
is of no use to stand sliiiiy-shallyiug. A^bout iiacet auii away 
with thee, for ihou canst not choose." 

The feeliiiLj^ m iv l)e conceived with which Douglas listen- 
ed to such ominous discourse, between two eieatorea who^' 
altiiough dressed like living men, and atanding on ihair lefg^^ 
looked as if a winding-aheol was their usual costnmOy and 
the grave their abiding-place. Tiieir Janghr however^ al» 
thongh it had chiUed his bkod more than their wofda» aoond- 
ed 00 much lUco a tanni that his knightly piide vaa at length 
ronaed* He remembered that the aeerat pawage waa tho 
boat and aifiMt avanoe ha eoold tako in his preaent aharaoief ; 
andusontrolling as well as posaible, the kind of honor whteh 
arapti through his Uoodt ha luiiad xonndt bb lha acneaahal 
dkeelad; and* withont ntlaring a wmdf h%pn aaaw to ascend 
the ateep at ai f aaaa ^- Ho waa pumnad for aoma time, as he 
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diidiea, Iqr <h» ginidx Ini^ tke old men i bnt^ pffiiyiBf 
fRrventlj to ererjr Miat whose name btf oonld recollect m 
ooaAnm of the nmenty he al leiq^tli fonnd himMif out of 

He WW iitMr J i ii ltit qB e ; and the oteir, heoides bring to 
sleep end inegube thet» ie more thee eoe place, he ww 
obliged le eee haadi and kneee in the aacent, waa lo dbee 
and danp that he imghl have fasded htmaelf in a hnryiog 
wdt. The idea agahi oeewted to him, that he waa walking 
in his sleep ; and the wild legend he had jnat heard, relating, 
as it appeared, to an ancestor— perhaps the grandfather — of 
the preseiu lord de Keu, seemed uiiiy a uatural sequel to liis 
dream. 

At length, however, he was once more on even ground. 
The floor telt smooth beneath his feet, as if it was ot marble, 
or {)olislieti iiies ; and he heard a sound as if of the silence of 
a orrnup of human bcuigs close at hand. He wa^ no donbt 
in llie bevil'^? Ohamlier; although still in utter dariiness, hp- 
CJiiise of the tapestry, whicii he lell lianijiiifj liofore him. lie 
did not venture to touch the fold of the cloth, which he knew 
mast foe opposite the staircase, in order to admit secret visit- 
ors into the room ; but speedily a faint gieam of light con- 
ducted him to a place where there were aeveiai circular holes, 
the aiie of a man*e head, and abeul the aame dialanee from 
the ground. These weie, of oouiae, for the purpose of ea* 
pial, and enabled the hidden apeetator to aabatitute his own 
£ace for that ef the ignre wrou^ on the tapeatry. Here, 
Ihaiefoie, out adventurer took his stand; and here he beheld 
a pifltnie whieh might hare afforded worthy materiala, even 
fer the aksHbl needle that had adorned the walbr 

The mm waa lofly; and, from the graeefelneaa of its 
-GetUe eeittng and wutdowni wonid have looked liaht and 
elegant font for a eiagle eaormooa pfliar in the middle, aa 
thick as a full-grown oak, wiiieh'eup ported the vault, begin- 
ning to mingle e^radually with the nave of the archil when 
little more than midway from the ground. This gave a stern 
and heavy aspect to tlie hall, well befitting the appearance 
and purpose of its present eniests ; who consisted of about a 
dozen men, clothed in hom from head to foot, some leaning 
against the pillar, half hidden in its shadow; some standing 
motionless with crossed aims ; and some resting;, with their 
handa clasped on the hilts of their iiiiixhty swords, breast 

high. The mem was compieleiy iuiog wuh tapeetry, repre* 
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aod .90 the £uni aii4 flickering be^s of thA m»an> sowi 
l^fiilid upon the •rmaur cidf iha inailMl fifflwe^t.wid now 
toached with mysteriona light the spectral fomui upon Ibi 
will» they,MaiiiiKi.to hind te g e t ha r eFeiir Ih* ioeettgrniti^ of 
ihAsceae, and confer upoa the whole a kiodof M% of cIuk 
xactcr which made the kaighi hidd hie breath for awe. - 

The stillness of tha aaaaoibly oomiaiied nnbreken for aeve* 
ral minutes ; but by degrees some symptoms of impatience 
manifesltjd Llicmselves. Here a hoarse sound from the throat 
startled the silence oi ihu room like a blasphtMiiy, aad there 
a foot grated harshly and heavily upon tlie lloor. Two or 
three of the reclining figures raised tliemselves up erect, their 
armour rattling as tliey moved ; others stepped lightly, and, 
as it were* cautiuusly, towards the window, endeavourinij to 
look down into the court; and by and bye, one Herculean 
figure began to pace through the hall, his armed tread in- 
creasing gradually in force and rapidity, till the noise shook 
the vaults. All were now astir. Impatient mutterings and 
angry maledictions were heard rumbling in averjr caa<yie^ 
the iroAKsiad iigurea approaohed nearer aad nearer to eaok 
other; and the giganlao warrior, haltii^ suddenly in the 
midst, and glacing round upon the group, as if ha would read 
their physiogooniies through their helfoeMMiSi addceased 
them in a fierce and disdainful voice. 

By the holy mother of God f'^eaid he, » one would think 
we wm a company of trunni boySf about to caaapitEie, if w% 
could ttittater coange enough, to rob an oichavd by 
light ! Are we so umiaad in Brittany io cgMcuto eilliep right or 
wrong by the strong arm}—- or do wa doubt, thai ott the pr«> 
sent occasion we are ophdd by the laws of the country, and 
the privileges of our rank? When, only a few years ago, as 
I may say, we rescued John V. from the dungeons of the 
Penthievres, and ^ei liiui lirmly on his throne, it Avaa that he 
might preserve order iii the country, not at his own will, but 
as the president of the nobles. We grave him no charter, to 
add to his domain the estates of his vassals, and cripple the 
body of the nolulity, by lopping off its fairest and strongest 
limbs. For what do we wait? It appears to me that iliis 
subordiijnie agent whom we employ 'binds us ali, as with a 
spell; since we cannot commence even our deliberatioua 
without his sanotion. Hitherto we have ascertained one ano 
that's tanttiuieuli at saaood haud. Wa hafdUMrnMi to da^ 
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liyer them face to fatfe; and since the emissary has not made 
his appearance at the appointed time, i see no reasoii why 
WB fliioiild not pwcBed without him. A^way with this myB^ 
'levy, whidi can serve no pmrpose, but to hftrii6tR' and con- 
eeal liv»oii« Here for one fie a face^f yott ean sec it by 
tftie eoijWQHsaodle of a moon — which was never hidden be* 
imt either firom friend or ibe; and 1 give idl who am ihor^ 
•i^ted to wit, that it atanda on the ahonldera of Claude Mon- 
Wkhard!*' The grim warrior raised hia vizor as he spoke, 
and was cheered by most of the company, kH of whom fol- 
lowed faia example* f 

**Be It imderatood/* said one, who was slower than the 
ethers, *^ that I am here, by appointmeot, to receive informa- 
tion on a point nearly tooehing the peace of IJrittany ; and 
not to enter into a cabal, without know in2: ^^^O' wherefore. 
Who, 1 deniaiid, is tlie leader in this atHur ? By whose Fiim- 
liiuiiii are we here ^ Your iiaiiie, Claude Mohtrirliar<i, was 
mentioned to me by the messencrer, and yet you seem to 
know no more of the matter than the rest of us !" 

"By St. Brieuc said Moiitrichard, "it was yowr name 
that was mentioned to me j and, knowing- your cantion, I be- 
lieved the envoy the rather that it camp only in a hint." 

\Vhat matters . it?" cried a brawny, thickset man, in a 
ftrnng German accent, " what matters it by whom invited, so 
that we art here ? It seems to me that you have as pretty a 
' cause of quarrel before yon as could be desired, if you will 
01^7 let it alone ; and as for waiting for more information, all 
I can aay is, that as oeiAer I nor tnj fifty lances are inclined 
to eat 0or horses, we most be op 'and doing on one^ide or 
other, before this moon is many days older.*' 

Load mmmeTB now arose among the company, most of 
whom seemed dismayed at the idea of heing so neairly afloat 
in aoeh %n a0kir, wtthont either pilot or commander. 

•♦Where is the agent P cried they, tumnltnoasly ; «*how 
^do we kbow that he is not donhly a traitor t** 
V <c He is here I'^ answere€ a stetn and commanding ^roire ; 
and the Black Knight, making his appearance at the door, 
fiirodc into the mid2^t of the' group. 

** Who doi^bted my honour ?" demanded he, looking round. 

••That did we all," replied the German. 

*« Atid I first,*' iidded Montrichard. « • . . 

' " Then you, Clrnule Montrirliarri; on fitting time and field, 
lahali hM respoustble. would be si^er folly to defend 
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my ctewrtir ailwi wiw Hm with njr mmi. U mf face » 
Mlwmvmd, my aetioM, ta fo ■» jw aie eoneemed, an 
io, I hate hilhegla toM yoa imM^ but wliat wfirnnfiraiad 
aClhirwarda bj pufalie cepoct; and if you will not liast me 
Ikom your owa ezpariaaee of my fidelity, it woM be < waala 
of word* to alleaipt to away you by ra^Km or arguomt." 

I accept your defiance, ' said MoBtiicbacd, were it only 
to see of what stuff you aie made of in the fidd— yoo whio 
are so h;n (l\ in ilie closet, and so valiant in the coniicil. But 
cornp, ka us lu business. T seek not to pry into tlie motives 
of your actions ; and I allow that you have hitherto dealt 
fairly with us. Now, open your budffct !'* 

"The duke, wlio »eems bent upoii liiiiiii)linfT the whole of 
tiie nobility in the person of Laval, is suii deteruiined to take 
advantage of the madness of the lord de Hetz. iinLTf r de 
Bricqu; \ ille, and other friend? of this house, are working 
atrenuously upon the mind ol liieir infatuated friend ; but the 
probability is, that ail will be in vain, and that in a little 
'while the fairest portion of his estates, St. Etienne de Mai- 
mont, will be in the graap of Joha V* You will laoaiTe in- 
telligence from meito moment .thia is* decided upon; which 
will joatify any measures you may take, in the eyes of the 
whole country. I adviae that it ahoald bo tbe ai|^ for mo- 
tion." 

^ Then we are still to neat npoo onr arma 1" aaid the Gev- 
man, anUenly ; yoa told me that at thia lyieating something 
waa to be dme aa well aa aaid." 

I propose that the damsel of Lavalp who ia now journey- 
ing to^ Verri^f ahonU be aateed, and detained in all ho- 
nour, as a hoatage.*' 

" That, air knight," said Moatrichard, *' would be to com- 
mence the struggle at once." 

*' It would, if done by hrufc force : but mv plan io tiiis. I 
linve Iriejids within the ibriress where she lodges to-night, 
wlio will open the wicket when I coininaiul. Fall suddenly 
upon the garrison before to-niorrow's dawn, upon pretext of 
delivering tlie damsel from tlie liauds of those whom sure iii- 
formation leads you to know are her enemies. Iler, in the 
meantime, will I persuade to take to flight in the midst of the 
bustle, and by an avenue only known to myself. You will 
charge her friends with the abduction; they will charge you ; 
Ume wiU be lost in recriminations ; and massongera must go 
and eoiaa betwaan dua a^d I^a Vamteai . Bafata tha Um 
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mtare of the affiur is discoveced, the qneslioa will be deddedt 
peafie or war T imd aeGOiding to the auwerp I shall oaose the 
damsel to be deUvered up ^ther to hec father, or to him whp ' 
may be looked upon as the chief of the insurgeat noUes/' 

Had the ambushed knight been stniek with less amazement 
by the prodigious audacity of tliis proposal, he must have be- 
trayed himself ; but as it was, his faculties, both mental and 
corporeal, appeared to be paralyzed, and he stood hreatlilcss 
and motionless. Nor did the rest of the audience appear to 
be less capable of feeling tlie puiiliiuc oi mipiuience ; for the 
speech was foiluwed by piulbund silence. At leufrth, some 
appeared to recollect themselves; and, withdrawing, ae^ if 
unwillingly, from the speculations of individual advanlaore in 
which they were plnnaed, cried out — "lie is a stranger! 
The plan is good — but what security have we thai he will 
render up his prize?" They then began to talk eagerly to 
ODe another, separating^ into small committees. 

The Black Knight, in the meantime, took advantage of the 
temporary eonfesion to glide from one to another i here in* 
terpoiiiDg a word in the dispute, and there whispering somo- 
thing in the ear of an individual. The nature of tfaese secret 
communications Douglas learnt from a broken sentence which 
he heard addressed to Montrichardy who happened at the 
moment to stand near his loophole* 

Support me, if you be not mad— *the girl will be oatsa* 
aibl7 in my hands, bat really in yours-*-* word to the wise~ 
Imsn !*' By this time, our adventurer had deleimined, at any 
personal hazard, to burst into the midst of the conclave; and 
ne only waited for some still better opportuniQr of detecting 
and eoufoundiof the machinations of the Black Knigflt. The 
conspirators, secretly swayed by their own pemonsd feelings 
or policy, had evidently reasoned one another into a general 
approval of the proposed plan; iilthough they continued to 
debate fiercely and tumiiltuously nhoiu the details: — willing, 
as it appeared, to throw the whole onus upon the Black 
i\.xught, yet anxious to repose in him as little confidence as 
possible. 

But a new turn was given to the discussion by a speaker 
whose voice had not been heard before. This, as vrell as 
Douglas could discover in the imperfect light, was a young 
and handsome man, who even while raising his vizor like the 
others, had contmued to lean against the pillar, and to gase 
in half listless^ half hwghty silence upon the thipong* 
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^ Ctanidtam/' Mid be* in ooe ^ ftcMe loir, quiet, diflttaee 
voietiy whii^ die ear tarns fmn loader tonee to titteo to— 
** I at len^ gather eoroething from jmr debaie which is 
needfol ibr me to understaiid. I hear on all sides, as sole 

objection to the plan, as desciibed by Its proposer — He is 
a stranger in l>riLLany !' Now if this means tliat a foreig-ner 
is not elijEfiblf to pretend to the luiiid of the Damsel of Laval 
—the real prize, notwiUibtaiKliii^ all your ciUeinpts to conceal 
it, for which we contend — I, for one, shall have nothing to 
do with the enti rpribe. I have not seen the lady, it is true, 
but I like her dowry — thin? which does wonders lu recon- 
cilino us in matters of tasie; and I fancy a branch of the 
Beauchainps of Eiiiiiand, transplanted into this soil, woulJ 
hardly be u\ ertopped by the fairest onk^- of Brittanv. 

" Methinks,'* messire, replied the Black Knight, with a 
slight expression of impatience, you are somewhat prenia.* 
tore» The question before us is not how to match the dam- 
sal of Laval ; but how to deliver her fnm the extrayagant 
pride of her father, and thus place her^ as tibe objeel of ho- 
noarable contention, before you all." 

Sotef sowell," said the Englishman, *^ we have alU there^ 
fiirey an e^rnal stalw in the safety of the damsel, and her ho- 
neurable trntment; and why her fate should be commilted lo 
the hands of one man, and that one man the least known of 
ns alU I am at a loss to eoneeive* You ^pear to entertain a 
very Mendly soUdtede, that we should not commit ourselves 
before the fyroper time ; and, doahtless, we are all very mueh 
beholden to you ; but still, if we choose to take any portion 
of risk upon ourselves, you will naturally feel happy in being 
relieved from so heavy a responsibility. I propose accord- 
ingly, that the abduction— or deliverance, as you, Sir Black 
Knight, more happily phrase it — of the Damsel of J^aval, be 
conducted by a force, composed oi an equal number of men 
contributed by all of us who desire it ; the said force to un- 
der your coniinand, with such restrictions as the wij»doui of 
the present me e tint) may prescribe." 

This proposal was rtH-eived wiili h phout of approbation; 
and .when the Black Knight attempted, as before, to address 
himself to individuals, his voice was drowned in the general 
uproar. At length all was silent, and every face was directed 
towards him in expectation. When at length he spoke, and 
Ais was not for some time, it was in ae^, liaaghty, mid in* 
cuBefeut wHe* 
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"It was my desire to serve you," said he, **and, if the 
deteniion of the Damsel were essentially necessary to our 
ultimnu' success, I would do so blili. Her hi'iii<( allowed, 
}u>\vevor, to fall once more into the hands of Ja r falher, will, 
at the worst, only render her deliverance more tedious and 
difficult; and I decline suhmitting, in order to avoid this, to 
the new insult which the wisdom of the meetiag htm thooght 
proper to ofier me. In furthersBoe of cmm plaai, nol» 
wilhBtanding, I shaU still pursue the ad^eBtaie ae sealooaljr 
99 heretofore. It is myself I eervot not you; and, fmr my 
own sake> not youiei will I give you due tidings of the event 
which must being yon to a deeiaion either to anbqiit or raeliU 
Imtbe meaatinie, only advising you lo taike no step whatever 
tiU you lieax.farllier from me, I leare yon in the holy %ftfpinf 
of your own wila*** and «q saying the knight atnideoni of the 
room* 

Douglas vonld inatantly have withdrawn for Ae purpoae 
of following his mysteriotta enemy ; althouffht even dm, in 
-aome donht as to the possibility of his seizing a man who 

appeared to have the faculty of vanishing like a spirit. Ho 
was detained for a moment, however, by some expressions 
lie iicard amidst tiic tuiiuiU occasioned hy the haughty ejdt 
of the stranger, which raised powi li nUy his curiosity. 

Follow hiiu uul,"' said the mure cautious' personage, 
whose name had not transpired, ** and take no heed of his 
disrespect. Draw near, and I will tell you why. Closer, 
(or 1 will not trust my voice to the ei lioi s oven ol this (lesril- 
ed room." Don;il;i,-^ stretched his \\c:u\ Inrtli out of tlio open- 
ing, and listened with soul and sense to the whisper of the 
old man, but without being able to catch an intelligible word. 
At the moment he fancied he heard somelhiag stir near him; 
nnd putting out his hand» he felt that a man in armonr atood 
^se by Ills side* 

**Str/' whispered hOf **yo« are here on espial as wdl 
ns I: move ooU or I drag you into the hall. When they are 
gone* you and I go hand and hand into the moonlighir' and 
seining &e hand beaide him« he grasped it like one who 
would give earnest of his ponrer to enferee any tfakeat of the 
kind. The stranger, on his part, did not answer in wotds». 
box dUknei the pressnre with snch goodwill, that Donglas 
hearu the steel splints of his ganntlei ecaeUe, and felt the 
Mood spring fromi beneadi his finger nails. They stood in 
this cordial attitude for some minutes, without overheariilg • 
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•jrUaUa AftI eoald have been of iotimt to aHlier; wad 
lesfdi die meetiiig broke up witfaont coninff to say coBcfai' 
•ion, and tbey saw Ihe last of its memben msa^pear at 
door. 

Axid now, 8ir Blaek Knight/' aaid DoQf^t Ibr I know 
yon by inatiiiet, even in Ae dark, yon wfll eilhef settle with 
me in the coort beneath, certaSn aecomtls that have been long* 

outstanding between us, or you will accompany me on the 
inslaiu to yonder fortress, where lodge Orosmandel aiid tlie 
Damsel of Laval. Choose 

I should prefer the former alternative," said the stranger, 
*' if I did not perceive by the hardness of your gripe that it 
would take more minutes than I can well spare just at pre- 
sent to chastise your folly. We shall go, therefore, to the 
fortress, and tlie rallier, that 1 have still more pressing busi- 
ness there than you." Groping their way to the secret door, 
which wn^ the readiest egress, they coramciKH cl tfieir descent, 
still hand in Jiand ; but the narrowness of the nule staircase 
making this attitude nnpoBsible longer, Douglas gave prece- 
dence to his enemy, keeping close behind hiaft* so that lie^ 
might reach the bottom at the same ffiOBnest* 

He reached the bottom alone ! 
Who passed!" eried the kni^^t, drawing his sword, 

tell me on yomr lives !" 

^' Who passed?^ repeated die seneschal, in evident sor- 
prfaw. Why the twehre men, to be sure, not five^miontes 
agoiie* And what makest thoo, sir kni^t, by tite secret 
jiteir, and head, instead of heels, fimmost f' 

It is glamour ! or 1 am in a dream I and these be no fiy'- 
in^ men, but shadows and phantasms ! Open the door, ye 
umioly shapes, and then sink in the ground amd disappear 1** 

The thirteenth man mnsed the seneschal, as bis Talet 
slowly obeyed ; What thmkest thou of this, comrade V* 

That we are even well rid of him replied old Raonl 
sulkily ; " New times are not like old times ; and a man now- 
a-days can laugh at his very doom. Death itself seems lobe 
dead; or wherefore arc vou aiid 1 here? Ah ! what a ni;rht 
we should have made ol iL 1 with old rhymes, and old stories, 
and the corpse-streaked east and west between us !" 

Douglas escaped asqiutkly as he could from the ill-boding 
voices of the old men ; and when he had clenred the precincts 
of the castle, rushed, rather than ran, down tlic sh i p on which 
it stood. W hile passing the hut by the roadiside, he threw a 
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glance at the door; but all was still. Soon after, he reached 
the opening by which his friend and he had left ihe highway; 
and in a few minutes more, he stood by die side of David 
Armstrong, wlio was still fast abieep. 

Although the dawn was not yet perceptible, Douglas knew, 
by tlie appearance of the sky, and the position of the moon, 
that it was no longer night; and he laid himself quickly 
down, determined, in the midst of all his dilemmas, to snatch 
an hour's rest, before tin? daylight shouhl call him to its busi- 
ness and adventure. iSieep came at his biddii)<}f, but not rest. 
Long he tumbled, and tossed, and groaned. He imagined at 
. length that he was nctually laid out as a corpse, with the senes- 
chal watching at his head, and old Raoul at his feet. The 
Black Knight presently entered upon the scene ; and stoop- 
ing down, eadeavoored to cut the fastenings of his helmet 
with his miserieorde. Unable to stir hand or foot, he fell 
thofte diabolical fingers fumbling at his throat; and, over* 
powered with honroft the sleeper shrieked, and awoke. 

His dream was partly true ; and he caught hold of the in- 
. tmding hand with convulsive energy* 

Villain he cried, 'Met me up ! Give me a chance of 
life ; and let me die by fair fighting !" 

Get up, then» in the name of God said David, It is 
that I have wanted this half hour ; and I have even now been 
&in to cut your helmet ties, lest you sho^d be strangled*" 
**0 my friend, I have had such a dream !'* 

You may well say so, Archibdd ; for truly you have had 
a teOttUed night." 

Why, what in heaven^s name do you know of my trou* 

bles 

*' More, perchance, than your wakinf^ lips could tell me. 
But the Black Knight has been busy with you since we lay 
down ; and those two lean and wizard spectres, .whose eld- 
ritch laugh you might well dread lo hear." 

*• David ! Was it all a dream ? Only convince me of 
that — but no— it is impossible.** 

♦* You have truly passed a troubled nisrht; and, indeed, as 
1 may say, you might ns well not have slept at all. But you 
men of war, whose minds are not so alert as they might be, 
are uuMble In strunfgle with (Ireams, which are in general a 
casualty depending upon the state of the body. With such, 
the stomach carries it over the brain ; and your valiant knight 
lies groaning under the blows of an ideal viotort whom the 
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poor mibxAXf dMpKtted hf his wsldriigtf, oaf fctlmgs, wmdt 
mB&MAoa»f wotild throw off like a emuMnr^oiBe doak. For 
mine own part, I awdte every now aad then of expreae pu^ 

pose to drive away a great Uaak fly, wfaiebkBpt boaraog aad 
buzzing arooBd your head; and once, on mising my eyes, 
there was a damsel atanding beside us — a young woman— ^ 

" Tlie Damsel of Laval r 

** rsu, the young %voman, Ilrto ar ; and she told Tiie that she 
wa^ an Egyptian, and nul a — hem 1— but, behold i this waar 
a dream." 

*' And 80 was not mine," said Douglas, starting up, "Not 
a word 1 Listen, and then ^peak ;" and he related in a sue* 
cinct and coherent manner ihe adventures oi the night. Du- 
ring the coiir5>c ol the reeilal, although David said nolliing, he 
maintained iur a considerable time his own private opinion, 
that It was all a dream ; but by deforces the conviction lb reed 
itself upon his mind, that the knight had not even been aieep- 
walking, but broad awake. 

In this country," eaid he» after some moment's medita--^ 
tion, the great honaea -were formerly provided, not only 
with private passages, the doora of which appeared, both to 
the sight and touch* to form part of the wak, hut aleo with 
subterranean avenues* extending far out into the country. 
This is already en antique fashion ; and the remains of aacb 
contrivanoes, if akilfnUy used, might give ^n appearanee of 
the supernatural to feats of mere dexterity and ingenuity. If 
die nack Knight be a creature of flesh md UooSI, you may 
be assured, that out of some such substantial maieriala aroae 
tike ghmauf of to-night* At all events, if I am not far mis- 
taken, we shall become better acquainted with magie as wo 
g^et on ; and so, let us up and away, for the sun is already 
high in the heavens. The time may soon come — adsit modo 
dexter Apollo— when we shall leach him, in turn, a few of 
the liicka ui the north 1" 



Thb conspiracy of the relations of Gilles de Rata, which 
disturbed the latter part oi the leign of Joim was in all 
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inMbility, as the Ei^iili knight Beaueliamp Imd hinledt 
wtimd iniQ mote ftom personal ^an public mptim. Or 
rather, it maybe considered as one of the last tbnm of a con* 
Talsion which bad continued for ntmiemM oentories. The 
patieiit had been bled and blistered almost ad Miquium mdmif 
and the disease eoold no longer pamper itself on the rebel* 
lions juices of the body ; but sttlC a sudden heaye now and 
ibm demonstnated, that although subdued it was not yet e& 
pdied^ Like tiie doTiIs of Scripture, when adjured hv a 
atxonger power, it would rend the victim once more, bemre 
leading him for ever. 

However this may be, the conspiralore who, during the 
night, had held grave debate on the fjuestion, as to whether 
they should seize and carry off a prisoner, the Damsel of 
Laval, vied wuh each other in the moriiinfr Tor the distinction 
of beinfj the most respectful and devoted of her satellites. The 
air was cool, yet balmy ; their road lay amoui^ swelliui^ hills, 
covered witli vines and fruit-trees; and, instead of the hazy 
moonlii^iu which, but a few iiours before, had wrnpped the 
world, as if with a windinnf-f^heet, a joyous sun iookeil dnwTi 
LprMi their line of march, and o-littered alon^ the course ol the 
beautiful Loire, till it was lost in the distance. 

In addition to the two hundred men-at-arms who escorted 
the Dameel, there were several of the gentlemen whom Doug- 
las had seen the night before in the mined hall, with a body 
of their tetainera corteaponding to the rank of the individual. 

These armed retinues followed the main body, while their 
oommandera rode in front near the litter of Mademoiaelle de 
Lavsd ; and as, one by one, on arriving at the avenues which 
led to their ,own eh&teanx, they detached themselves from the 
nwea, it was not onintereating to see the whole line halt daring 
the eeiemony of ieave-taking, and to watch the glittermg or 
theiiC armoury and the danein|f of their plumes, as they spurred 
haughtily along the wooded paths, and at length disappeared 
among the trees. Sometimes, when the chateau was near, 
its lora prevailed upon the principal travellem to tide up to 
the gate, and drink a cup of wine without dismounting, and 
on such occasions the ladies of the family came out to salute 
the J);iiiisel as she passed. All these incidents contributed, 
and had done so from the first, to render the progress of the 
cavalcade extremely slow; for in reality, a vifforous traveller, 
even without the assistance of his horse, might have perform- 
ed the distance from Angers to l*<i antes in two days. 
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Thm was cme thingt howeirer, whieh gave aveiy pemdtor 
diaraoter to the proeeatton, as it migfat be eaUsd. Tid» was 
the absenee, even ia w«tl-peopled -d]itiiets» of tfiat noisjr 
crowd which usually fawns upon the progress of the gM^* 
The pessanls got out of th^ way aitogether« or else atoodstill» 
mther gazing on the show in absoliite silenee* or with their 
eyes fixed upoa the ground. All* however* had their heads 
uncovered, and their bodies bent. Groups of meaner travel^ 
lers, instead of attaching themselves, for protection, to the 
great body, melled away as it approached, and disappeared 
aiiKMig the trees ; and thus the procession, insu^acl ot uniting 
to Itself, as usual, everybody whom leisure penu it Led or busi- 
ness required to travel the same way, rolled silently along, 
the uniformity of its march only broken by such incidents as 
we have meTiiioiied. 

Among the chn ls who snrrouiKltul the litter, although at as 
great a diKfance as the l)r(':i(lt}) <:)i' the road permilied, the most 
conspiciKHi.s \v;is Kogcr de Briqu('\'ille, a relation of ihefamilv 
of Laval, and in some sort, a depciidaiit upon kinsman, 
the lord de Retz. To him was intrusted, on this ocea8ion« 
the command of the men-at-arms ; but his ordinary office was 
that of captain of the body-guard of his master. He was low 
in stature, square built, and long-armed; and his coarse, 
weather-bealent poek-pitted face, without a single gleam of 
what is properly termed intellect, disclosed notwithstanding 
the keenness of a praised soldiei« and the instinettve fidelt^ 
of a mastiff dog* 

Close by the litter rode OrosmandeU a man wboae etxln^ 
ordinary dignity of deportment awed the rude aoldiera araond 
him, as much as the benignity of his ooantenance interested 
them. To look at him bemnd, you would have supposed thst 
he was some soyereign prince* of that by-gone time when the 
atlribtttes of royalty were not merely its crown and sceptre, 
but grace, majesty, personal strength, and heauty of raanly 
form. In front, his beard, as white as the driven snow, his 
calm deep eyes, his pale face, moulded by habit into an ex- 
pression ot ioliy contemplation, mingled both with sweetness 
and sadness, gave the idea at once of an apostle and a j>hdo- 
sopher; and few travellers there were who looked upon him, 
who did not step aside out of ius path, and hold their breath 
while he passed by. 

His beniirii expression, liowever, had not the usual etlect 

of leading on to taimiiarity and coniidence* The persons on 
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Us side of the litter sat theft horses with an air of constraint ; 
they gave hiiii, as the sailors say, a wide berth; and whoa 
iliey conversed at all wiili each other, it was in a whis^per. 

Behind the litter, was Hagar, mounted on a mule, her hood 
drawn o\ er her tace, and her whole form enveloped in her 
cloak. From time to time, she quickened her pace, to reply 
to the questions oi the Damsel, who, in the absence of other 
female society, than that of her waiting-woinan, desired OGCa- 
flionaliy to cooveree with the stranger. Hilherto they had 
luutdly exchanged woids, except at the moment when the 
Jewess presented the note from Sir Archibald Douglas ; bul 
at thlB point of the journey, when they might be said to be 
almost in the heart of Gilles de Retz'a personal domain, all 
the ehiefii who had joined the procession on the rovtOt had 
taken their leave, and mademoiselle de Layal had time to 
think of her protegee* 

Tell me, mayen,'' said she, "yon whose dark eytm 
apeak of warmer suns than ours, what is your parentage and 
ooontry 

My father, lady, is a merchant ftom the east, who livedi 
by tiaffiekiog in goods and monies ; and for me, I have no 
country, being as one bom in the desert, and by the way* 

side." 

** Poor ffirl ! and you know not even the land wherein you 
saw the light ! Speak, is your lather weahhy 

Of a merchant ii cannot be said. He is wealthy ; for his 
substance is always in peril. Nevertheless the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with our house, and wc have wherewithal to 
live." 

*' Is he in Paris V* 

" Nay." 

•'Then with whom didst tliou part?" interposed Orosman- 
del, fixing his penetrating eye upon her. "I can read the 
signs of Wie human nffeetiona, and I know what belongeth to 
love, and what to kindred." 

Hagar stood silent, and interdicted ; for slio had not lied 
boldly, like one who would save her father at the expense of 
a harmless falsehood ; but had cheated her conscience with 
the quibble contained in her words: for the Jew was not in . 
Paris, but under it. 

" To whom go 3roa at Nantes demanded Paulin good* 
naturedly, in order to soieen the young woman's confusion* 
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<'To the kinafalk of om hamUf wbo are also U:a&ck«»like 
my father.** 

Attd the knight/* added PaaUoe, in a lower tone, after 
{^cing furtively at Orosmandelt who had relapsed into him 
uanal abstcaction,— he whose missive you delivredlo mi) ■■ 
how did you — *' Sh» eoloured deeply while she- spoke, asd 
then added, with an" effort at jadiffewncev Have you Ilsowb 
him long ?*' 

I never saw him before that nighty" repUed^Hagar. 
Indeed I And where did you see him then ! You 
no douhlt strongly recommendied.*' 

I was — met him at a hpstebie ealled the PMnme^* 
Pin/' There was a peenliarity in Hagai^s voice while she 
spoke, which induced the Damsel to look np at lier faoe» 
whieh was partly coneealed by her hood ; and she saw that 
hernsnally colourless complexion was soffnsed with a bright 
glow. Pauline was silent for some moments. 

*' you say by whom you were recommended?" said 
she ai last carelesslv. 

'* IJy an intimate Iriend and blooil-i elation of the knight. ** 

** Minion !" said tlie DcUiisel suddenly, and in a lone of 
hauglily displ erasure ; he hdti not friend nor kinsman in th^ 
whuiu realm of France.** 

"Of a surety, madam, 1 liave spoken the truth; and the 
nieeimg was appointed by the knight himself." Havin?^ so 
spoken, Ilagar suffered her mule to fall gradually behind ; 
aware she had given offence, she could not conceive of what - 
nature, to her powerful protectress ; yet desirous of discoo* 
tinning, at all risks, a conversation which might tend to the 
discovery of more of her affairs than might be eonsistent with 
her father's safety. 

The cavalcade at length reached a side path, whieh» diverge 
ing from the great highway to Nantes, led across the country 
to La Verri^e, the residence of the lord de Rets. .This was 
not their route, however, for it was intended to go straight on 
to the city ; and Pauline, after pausing for a moment to gaxe 
up the avenne, and to whisper a prayer before a crucifix 
which inarked its ehtranoti directed her litter to proeeed. 
But Orosmaadel stood still ; and she paused again ont of re* 
apeet. No one would presume to pass the philosopher, wlio 
appeared to be plunged in the deepest abstraellon ; and ^ue a 
eilent and unbidden halt look j^ace along the whole line. 

A peasant woman was kneeling at the foot of the cruciiix, 
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comi>li tely wrapped in her cloak, and apparently absorbed ui 
religious iiietlit;uio!i : but the caution or timiflitv, whichever 
it might be, that IkkI sLLmed lo aifect the whole of her rlnss, 
waH lost in curiosity when the procession Htojijied, and she 
turiu d her head to see what was the oiaiter. 2She proved to 
be the satne yonnsr woman who had given the warn log to Sir 
Archibald Douglas; and tiie Damsel, observing her, made a 
sign that she 8iK>iild approach when she had finished her de> 
votions. 

How Is il with you, Marra V* said she, in a lew Toiee ; 
** Are you quite recovered ?" 

Yes, madam : thanks to your ladyship, St. Juitan, and 
llie Holy Virgin." 

•* Where hive you been ?*' 

** To see a relation of my late uncle/^ 

And you ase now going back to your tillage f 

Tee, madam ; lo be aiarried, if you please/* 

Tou met with no mishaps .or adVeotures this time I 
bope," said the Damsel, smiling, as sheputapieeeaf money 
imo the gill's hand, and waved an adieu. 

T^, madam,'* replied Marie, Isking care that no one 
dae should hear, yet avotdingany look or tone of significance ; 
•*I fieii in with a knight under unusual cireinnstaucc:5, wiih 
bloody heart emblazoned on his coat ul arms '' 

Under what circumstances ?" demanded I'aulino quit^kly. 
'•A report liad got abroad aiuoiij; the peasants that you 
were in U^iager. The knight perilled his life, on a desperate 
chance, to find out the truth ; and I have not seen or heard of 
him sniee." 

At this moiiient, Orosmaiidcl, awaking from his reverie, 
coriun;iiKied l)e BriqueviUe to lake ilie path to La Verririe. 

*' '1\> La Verriere !" repeated the lat ter in surprise, but with 
suhiiussive respect; to-morruw, my lord gives a mystery to 
the people at Nantes, and I understood, from his own letters 
and your direotions, that he would expect us at tho hdtel de la 
8uze." 

He did-7*he does not,'* repUedmhe sage mildly, pro* 
eecd.'* 

Pauline de Laval, who wee by this time mueh nigh tired 
df ahowa and eitieat and too weU aoeustomed to Orosmwdel 
mm to wonder at his apparently suj^ematural intelligenoe, 
oonsanled readily to the einnge w route. She was, besides, 
immom of eiblmniaf mova lieouio than Nantes would afiord 
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for those metaphysical meditations which are so important lo 
a girl of seventeen; and, desiringf Marie to walk near the In- 
ter, 80 far as her villagei the cavalcade was once more in mo- 
tion. 

II agar, in the meantime, in wliose mind the ideas <tt" death 
and dishonour were inseparably connected with the abode of 
Prelati, was uncertain for a moment how to act. Her heart 
impelled her to thank mademoiselle de Laval for her proteo 
tion, and take open leave ; but she remembered the offence 
she had unconsciously giv€ii> and the flash of haughty anger 
which had lightened for a moment in the Damsel's eyes ; and 
the habitaal caution of the oppressed and persecuted — ^which 
the oppressors and persecutors term meanness of spirit— pi«« 
▼ailed. Amidst the confusion of turning into so narrow a 

Sath, she suffered her mule to fall behind^ edging herself gra* 
ually out of the mass, and hoping thatt if once clear of the 
leaders of the cavalcade, ihe odiers would conclude that she 
had permission to pursue her own way. 

In this manner she found herself at length completely ex* 
tricated from the line; and switching her mule with good 
will, she rode as quickly along the highway as she could 
venture to do witiiout running a risk of exciting suspicion. 
Having gained a certain shoit distimce, she could not resist 
a desire which beset her to look round; aiul, turnincr hei 
head, as if by fascuuilion, she saw Sir Kuger de Bnqueviiie 
standing in his stirrups, and looking after her. The kniijht 
waved his hand ibr licr to return ; and she wam near enough 
to observe a grim smile upon hi.> countenance. ITaerar at 
first, without stopping, merely pointed along ihe road, us if 
to say that Nantes was her destination; but a more impatient 
grsture from l^riqueville convinced her that he was in eamestf 
and with a quaking heart, she rode back. 

Sir Knight," said she, " the term of my journey is not i 
La Verriere, but the city Nantes ; and I pray thee humhlyy j 
that thou wilt accept of the thanks of thy handmaidf and con- 
vey them also to the Damsel of Laval, for the protection 
vouchsafed to roe Uius f«w" 

La Verdure is your road to Nantes,** replied the knight I 
gruffly, ** come, come," as he saw she hesitated, if yon a^ 
wet so much state, we roust have a groom to lead your malt 
by the bridle." Uagar instantly lode up to the litter. 

Damsel,*' said slie, diamouatingt I ffttBin thee my . 
limnUe thanka for the proteeliim thiw haal vmdiMfed ^ 1 
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tlui^ tar; and I dow crave permission to proceed direct, even 
to the city Nantes.*' 

•» I have had occasion to question your veracity," replied 
the Damsel, severely, but in a low tone; ** Did you mean to 
jprove it by absconding sleaithily from my protection ?'* 

'* Madam," said Hagar in desperation, *' thou didst ask of 
my kiiulrt'd and my country. Beliold, I am a Jewess, even 
a dweller in the wilderness! Lei me pass on in peace; for 
Uiere can be no communion betwixt tliee and me.** 
• How ! a Jewess ! This is indeed surprising ! A Jew- 
ess gives r ndezvous to a man in a public tavern; and he— 

tkinsniai^ of the princely house of Douglas, and a Chriatian 
night — immediately upon making her acquaintance under 
these ^circumstances, craves my friendship in her. behalf! 
Do you know her, De BriqueviUe ?'* ' 
. l.only know that she must go with us to La Verri^re ; 
9iid lipon business more serious^ I guess, than meeting a gal- 
lant in a winehouse, Jewess though she be." 

** I hate all mysteries, except those in a tale ! Will you 
explain yours, maiden, or pass entirely from my hands? 
Choose/' 

I osmmit myself to the hands of the Most High !*' said 
Ibgar: and with a deep sigh she folded her hands upon her 
breast, and .resumed her journey, following the litter as be- 
fore. Pauline looked back more than once, as if hesitating; 
but between the stories of Hagar and Marie, such a conflict 
had b^en raised in lier breast, that her reason had not fair 
play. She could not help suspecting her own conduct to be 
ungenerous, but she quieted her scruples by determining to 
redeem her word on the following day; and whether Hagar 
persisted or not in withholding an explanation, to have her 
delivered in snfety and honour to her Iriends in Nanles. 

As for the Jewess, notwithstanding all that had passed, she 
trusted so much to her skill in physiognomy, that she would 
rheerlully have eonfided her safety to the Damsel of Laval; 
had she not been aware — or at least, if she did not believe — 
that even her power, and that of her father to boot, would be 
as nothing against the immutable will of one who was in her 
judgment the most talente<l> and subtle villain on the face of 
the earth. She determined to escape, if escape was possible, 
before entering the inclosures of the chateau of La Verrierc ; 
and for this purpose ahe awaited with impattenee till a halt * 
should take plaee for refreshment. 

▼oit* I. 18 
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At pnmii* m h^U she knew Kerseif to be out of her de^ 
menti seated on the back of an animal to wbUh she was a 
attanger, and which ahe eoold not manage, and expeeed v» 
the gase of a erowd 'of men* Se had no selfMnfidenee ; ahe 
feit powerleaa and awkwaTd ; and eagerly did ahe lonf for 
the moment when, placed on her own feet, ahe might exer- 
cise that art whieh the habtta of her life had lendeied e^y^^ 
of *' going and coming Tvith no more noise than the shadow 
on the wall." 'J'he tlioughl did not present itself without 
associations. The art was not entirely born of persecuiioil 
and mystery. It had also hcen cultivated as a means of sur- 
prising and iiiieresting the young Seot; and that whicli at 
first was an amnsement of her orirlish fancy, liad become 
at leu 'til — thouiili still nncoii^t iouslv — the bnsinfss of her 
wouKLif s heart. Bitierlv did she grieve for the selfisli cruelty 
of her i:itlu r in devoting Dnvid to a danger so imminent. 

Well may the heathen despise us," said she in her heart; 

the God of Jacob must first renew our Bpici^ hefore^he 
buildeth up again the house of Israel.** 

The halt at length took piaee at the castle of Huguemont, 
the lord of whieh ciain|ed kindred with the house of I^viil« 
The Damsel was here under a well-known roof, aad in the 
Bociety of friends ; and although the diatancc wae now iacqn- ' 
aiderahle to La Verri^; as some unfofonrable symptoraa of 
a change of weather presented themselves in the sfcy^ it wan 
determined to remain there for the night* 

Hagar oraased tlie drawbridge with a beating hean-^whtch 
eeaaed to beat for some moments when ahe fbnnd herself in 
a court, aarrounded hey walls so lofty, that hope itself ctmld 
not soar oyer them ; and when soon after she knew by tlie 
clanking of the chaina of the bridge, that the only passage for 
human foot to the external world was withdrawn. De Hriijiio- 
ville looked at her with a sarcastic smile, as he saw her fairly 
cn^ci] ; but, controllina himself as it seemed, he said in a lone 
moie respectful than ihe words, " 

We would receive you into the liall, were it possible; 
but, beiiic; an uM!)pliever, you iiinst eat either above, or with, 
any of the servants vviio will sulier yon.'* 

*' Not so, De Briqueville," interposed Pauline de Tiavnl, 
who overheard him, 'I'his young woman, be it known ta 
you, i3 under my special protection. She will in the mean- 
time eat wiili the peasant Marie, for whom 1 hare ordend 
some refreahmentf before ahe paaaea on to her YiUage; aad 
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ere retiring lo I •faaU see her tufwdt, and pre farther 

instructions respecting her/' 

Hagar was now shown into a small low-roofed room, 
whichf but for a window, might have seemed nothing more 
ihan a recess ; and there she remaintid lor some time alone, 
her thoughts too deeply concentrated to be disturbed by the 
tumultuous nuise uf hurrying .^teps and calling voices which 
fillrd Uie corridor, and, it might have seemed, the whole 
castle. Every chance ut escape depended upon the chaiac- 
ter of Mnrie ; nnd when at length tliis young woman entered 
the ro(^in, bearing the refreshments in lier hnnd which the 
domestics were either too busy or too proud to serve, she 
gazed in her face with a look of sueh iaUime •ecutoaj mm to 
excite the giri's surprise. 

Perhaps you wonder at ray wsiting upon a Jeweae 
said Marie at last; bal the blessed 8u JuIumi beaiom upon 
travellers what cempany he pieaaes; and moreover, we do 
not fiud that the good Samaritan inquired into the belief 
of the voonded mao before he relieved hiou Bat and drink, 
tbeiefore, yoa who are weary and deeolale by the wayaide, 
and stricken, God help us ! even while yet a girl, by the 
troBblee of the world/* 

, I knew it/^ aak) Ragar, almoet alood ; I saw it ia her 
eye. She hath nekher the stnpid bnitaUqr of a peaeaat, nor 
the ignorant pride of a noble* The God of oor fathera be 
praised !" She then, after grateful thanks, brake bsBad*' 
with her, and, having fortided her tiembling heart with e 
mouiiitiil of wine, spoke thus: 

•*l'iiou ha.st truly said, Llidi 1 am weary and desolate, and 
stricken with sorrow ! 1 am even as a bird, chased iuio the 
net of the fowler ; and 1 have no hope save in tfie crreat God 
of Jew and Geuiile — anil in thee! Start not: nltliouorh well- 
nurtured, and tn!Hjht beyond thy rank» i know that thou art 
yet an uurcL^arded peasant; and for that very reason thou 
canst save me." 

** From what, in the name of God ? And \n wfiat manner? 
' You are no prisoner;" for Marie had not hrard what was 
said by Oe Briqnerille — and the Damsel of Laval, with her 
own lips, gave me atriet eharge lo treat you well. If you are 
oppseaeed, it is to her ym must address yourself; for she is 
mistress even here, where her fother does not command." 
Were it in ite power of &e Dwb^ of Uenlk to protect 
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me, I wonU ecmfide in her even as io a flood angel ; Imt, IS 
once within the precincUi of La Verni?et I am loal." 
« You are indeed fair," aaid Marie, thinkiog that at laet 

she uiidLibtood her; "you are passing fair; bnt yea will be 

under the charge ol" his own daughter, and above all, you are 
a Jewess. Still it is saiil/" and she sunk her voice to a whis- 
per, **It is said, that Gilles de Ketz is not scrupulous ; and 
wilder stories are told of the deeds in La Verriere than ever 
entered into the brain of a fablier." " . 
*'What stories ?*' demanded linear. 

** Fables, dnui)il( >s. Screams liave been iicnrd in the mid- 
night wood ; and corpse-) iirhts seen giimnieriiig among Uie 
trees. Individuals belonging to the establishment at the cas- 
tle have suddenly disappeared ; and the skili of more than one 
fiaberman, returning at night, has run against a corpse doat- 
-mg in tlie sluggish £rdre. The Damsel of Laval has not 
been there since she was a ebild ; and that is noihiog to the 
credit of La Verriere/* 

• After the girl bad finished, if agar sat looking at her for 
aotne time, in silent dismay; herthooghts, however, not al* 
together occupied with her own danger. She at length took 
a purse from her girdle, and* putting it into Marie^ hand, 
whieh she pressed conTutsiyely withm both hen : 

Wilt thon aid me to escape V* said she. The gir! calmly 
rejected the bribe, and then moved her seat away ; partly 
fended by the offer, and partly as feeling &e degradation of 
having been tcmohed so familiarly by a Jewess. 

** I cannot,'* she replied, somewhat niore coldly than be- 
fore, ** J dare not even hint at your danger, to the Damsel of 

iitiViii*'* 

•*Iask it not," said TT iL-ar, ea^^auly, ** but we are alike in 
stature ; take ihoii my cloak, and give me thine, and I will 
go forth in thy semblance. Take also this under robe," for 
she saw the girl's eye glisten as if in admiration of its rich- 
ness and elegance, ** it will be a wedding garment — nay, let 
me throw it on thy shoulders. There ; it becometh thee well, 
for it is only the free aud the happy for whom such raiment 
is fitting. And it shall come to pass that when thou wearest 
it, thou Rhalt think ot her whom thou didst preserve ; and be- 
hold ! thy face at that jnoment shall look more lovely in the 
eyes of thine husband, than if there were enwoven in ths 
silk a talisman framed ^y the art of the magician." 

Marie was generous and high-minded ; but she had a loueh 



of 'VfsmmU ymHy m well w wontan** pitft and it wm with 
a Bigh ahe rajected the lobe. 

. I cooaeot to exchange cloaka;!* aaid ahe ; ihe Damsel 
wilt think me imgratefal, but the time may eome when ahe 

will find out her mistake ; and, if it never does, I shall know 

that she is mistaken myself." She would then liave taken 
oil' ilie robe ; but ilagar suddenly threw her cloak nbove it, 
aii(i enveioped her in its voluiiiiiiuus ioidij. She then wrappt;d 
herself in the cloak of the peasant girl. 

Tell me/' said aha, what is th^ risk which thou run- 
oest V 

" The n^k of appearing ungrateful. You will probably 
pass in ihis disoiiise; and I shall only have lo wait for a 
, change of guard} for aa my face k knowny I caa pass in any 
dress," 

" But if the damael sboald call for me before a change of 
guard?" 

''Take no thought of that, when iny determination ia 
taken, I can dare aa well as you. Tom to the left when you 
pass the gate» and walk on with what apeed you may, till 
nightfall. You will then, since you have money in your 
pme, find ledginga for the night, in the nearest cottage, and 
a gnide to Nantea by daybreak. Adieu t*'' Hagar, who waa 
bint little aeenetomed to kindneaa, could not speak for the 
•welling of her heart. She atooped down, and kiaaed the 
lieaeanra hand. Mane hesitated for a moment; but then, 
putting her arm round the waiet of her pfotogect fthe kisaed 
the Jewess on the brow. And so they parted. 



CHAPTJEJR XII.^ 

Hagar, unencumbered by her mule, and in the disguise of 
n peasant, had liUle dilTiculty in escaping from the castle ; 
more especially as she found few of the guards completely 
sober, exrept the individual whose duty it was to turn tlMi 
key. When she made her appearance at the postern, it 
had juat been opened for the egress of several persons of her 
own apparent rank ; and a hearty bn&t whidif in the sur^ 
priae and tevnMr of Ae moment, ahe preaented to one of the 

13* 
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0oldiers who attempted to salute her, not only kept up tlve 
oharacter she personated, but afforded her an excuse for glid* 
ing snddenly past the gate-keeper, without waiting for the 
usual examination. 

Who goea there !** eried the man in eurpriae : Coin* 
radea, did yoQ aee any one paae I— if yon ate still capable of 
seeing/* 

"I saw a shadow," answered one, gliding aloiig tte 
wall, and then vanishing.** 

Shadow !'* repeated a soldier, nibbing his ear^ It was 
flesh and blood— or rather abscdnte bone— I'll answer for it ; 
and, by the same token, it had the hand and arm of M arie«** 
- **It was the Jewess,** said another, hiecup ! — touehin^ 
whom we were warned so severely. I knew her by the black 
eyes — hiccup ! — for being seated on this bench— by reason—** 
■ •* By reasi.n tliat you ciiiiiiui stand.'* 

Hiccup ! — I saw up under her hood. Thou wilt dangle, 
comrade, from the battlements to-inorrow, as surely as these 
keys dangle to-night at thy girdle." Tlie laugh of derision 
which followed this speech reached the ears of Hagar, and 
assured her that she was safe for the present. 

She walked, or rather rrlided on with a rapidity which 
made her incapable of coherent ihouo^ht, and for a space ot 
time which she could only guess at by the changes which 
took place in the sky. When she left the castle, it was a 
dull, lowering, threatening afternoon; and when she halted, 
for the first time, the shadows of evening were dissolving, like 
exorcised spirits, beneath a brilliant and beautifol moon. The 
Loire, with its massive coteanx and magnificent vistas, was 
far behind her ; and she seemed to have entered another 
country — bnt still a land of enchantment, which the imagina- 
tion disunites from the realities of life, to identify it wi£ its 
own creations. 

The horizon was every where bounded by low, wooded 
hills, swelling in wild confusion ; yet smooth and unbroken, 
like the waves of the sea subsiding after a storm. In the 
middle, at the foot of the eminence on which she stood, but 
still at some distance, lay an immense oblong bhtci c»i water 
resembling a lake, the waters of winch, as tranquil as death, 
resembled a mass of luohen silver, while their level banks 
were as black as night. A portentous stillness seemed to 
brood in the air. Not a human habimuon was v!<?iblc. The 
night-wmd, which cools the cheek every where else, was sot 
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admillBd here. There was no motion perceptiUa in nfttm ; 
eseepi that of the distant shsdowe of twilight, Mnkiiig con* 
fasealy in the eariht or disappearing aa they fM oret th^ 
li31«. 

Hagar looked round in aurpriae, and growing akrm* BAt, 
Jonely and ontcaat aa ahe had been from her bnrth, it was not 
of eolitnde ahe was afraid/ nor of the atillness of nature. 
There waa no lake, ahe knew, in that part of the country- 
no waters of any extent, Bave those of the Krdre ; and those 
dreary banks, dark, solemn, and iny<sterious, com hi he none 
other than the cunlhies of this noiseless, and ucaiiy iin>uon- 
less, river. Marie, in directing her to walk on till nightfall, 
had calculated her speed by that of other ]>eople; and, by 
this fat;d n)istrike. she was now, no doul)l, running straicrbt* 
into the jaw.^ oi thai danger from which it was worth lile md 
honour to escape. 

As soon as this conviction flashed upon the mind oi tlie 
Jewess, she turned ahmptly from the path ; and, measuring 
the country as well as she could with her eye, shaped her 
course in such a manner aa to enable her to continue parallel 
with the river, without approaching it: the chateau of La 
Verriere, site knew, standing close to the water's edge. She 
fottnd it a different thing, however, from gliding along a beaten 
paths to cut through aeemingly interminable woods, and wind 
aoroond hills and emintoces ; and when at length she gained 
an elevated spot qlear of trees^ she saw that the Erdre was 
much nearer, and at leaat suspected a dark fonnlesa otjeet on 
the bank to be th^ abode of Prelati. Again she made an ef- 
fort to escape ; even retreating so directly from the river, aa 
to leave behind her destinationy Nantes, at the same time* 
All was in vain. A spell seemed to be around her; and when 
she saw for the third time the stirless waters of the Erdre, 
she could perceive distinctly iliaL liiey were domiuiiLed by a 
fortified building. 

Hagar sat down tipon a stone, qiiakinir in every limb, and 
looking- towards this object without being able for some time 
to withdraw her eves from its fascination. 8he was not much 
f^iven to superstriion ; yet the feeling crept ti|)(iii her mind 
that she was the victim of magical delusion, tliat siie was at 
that moment npon enchanted ground ! The spot where she 
rested was a conical eminence, so regular in form as to give 
the idea of an artificial mound. It was in some places co- 
vered with stunted trees and bmahwood, with here and there 
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large tnoify stones, similar to the one on which she sat. As 
IJagar observed thie, she got up ba8tiiy» and eew that she had 
been sitting on a tombetpne. 

She walked on a few steps in trepidation; and then paused 
aMmpdy* 

**lx is a septtkhre,*' said she» almost aload, and as if de- 
bating with her own tfaiekreoming fanci e s * *And what then t 
Is a graveHittme so unfit a resting-place fcnr a daughter of etcp^ 
tirity t WiU the dead refuse &Uowship with one cut off from 
the living ! And will the apirits of the dead arise from their 
forgotten tombs to say unto me« * Hence, outcast ! begone 
from us !* She sat down upon another stonoi and burying 
* her laic in her hands, pra^^ed silently. 

On laising her head again, slie was ashamed of the child- 
ish terrors which had beset her. Convinced that it was in 
vain to til ink of escape by the uncertain lierht of the moon, 
she looked about for some shelter wiiu h iniirht preserve her 
from the keen night air ; ami, so lar irom dishkitiii; ilic locnli- 
ty to winch ciiance, or fate, had guided her, she now ihought 
that her best chance of safely was with \hv. dead.' 

** The Christians affirm," said she, iliat IkuI sjiirits dare 
not enteE within the circle of their holy ground ; and, in like 
manner, a deserted church-yard is no place £Mr ibe midnight 
resort of bad men." 

She had hitherto heen in the moonlight; but on going 
down the shady side of the eminence, she saw, half hidden 
by trees, some ruined walls; but of what description the orl* 
ffinal building had beenf it was impossible to tell* From the 
bealily, howerer, ahe gnessed it to ha¥e been a chapel ; and 
thia idea was confirmed when* on approaching neacer» ahe 
discovered an opening, arched with mouldering stonee, and 
almost choked up with thoma' and nettles, which was evi- 
dendy the entrance to what had once been a burying vault. 
Here was shelter from the keennees of the night air. Hm 
was refuse from her enemies. Why should she hesitate to 
take up her abode for a few hours upon such a spot? Was 
not the whole earth a burying-groiiiit! ? And was this lonet}', 
silent iiook a worse resting-place lor the living, because a 
hundred years ago, or more, it had been a resting-place for 
the (lead. 

Haffar, unfastening her cioak, removed her liood from her 
head, and su lie red it to fall back upon lier shoulders, tliat she 

might &toop more easily ; and as her eye rested §ax a moment 
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Upon her toUiee and gown ihun diseiiMd* a »omyirfQl jet 
mudainful aaifle ligfhted up her features, as with a gleam of 
moonlight. The garments were highly fantastic in their 
fashion, and of a stuff so prodigiously rich, that her father 
had insisted upon her wearing them under her cloak and 
upper robe (which she had given to Marie,) as the most cer- 
tain means of preserving them. Her ligure at that moment — 
her stranore dress, and the lofty expression (tl her heautifnl, 
foreign-ioolving counlenance, jiiuijt have loi aied altoofether a 
Ter^' remarkable picture ; especially when taken in conjunc- 
tion with the scene— -a ruia of rums*— a decayed mansion of 
the dead. 

As she stretched forth her hand to put aside the brambles, 
it may be that some lingering feeling o( superstition assailed' 
her ; for she stepped hastily back^ and retreated several paeea* 
Ber heart heat wildly. She stood for acme time gaiiiig at 
the cavern ; till, at length, ashamed as well alarmed, ahe ta- 
deavoured by a strong effort to banish the infantine feaii 
which, by deluding and bewildeVing her imagination, thread 
ened every mcmient to realize themselves* The thorns and 
brambles, in, fael, which half concealed the vault, began to 
move. Hagar thooriit she was l]itntin|r^ and that iikia was a 
sy mptom, and can^t at the rums beside her for support. 
Bat llie next moment a human figure appeared at the door of 
the house of mortality. 

She-did not scream $ she did not move ; she did not close 
.her eyes ; yet her recollection was gone for some moments* 
The idea of Prelati filled her mind, and pressed upon her 
brain. This was all the consciousness she possessed. Every 
thing else — place, time, circuuifttance — had vanished. 

Even before her outward senses completely returned, her 
mind was busy preparing its energies to meet so fearful au 
eraerL^t ucy. She raised her figure to its full height; and, 
passing her hand before her eyes, as if to drive away the fdni 
which obscured them, fixed a look of sedate and collected re- 
solve iiptin his face. It was not the face of Prelati. A tall 
man, apiironchmg lo middle life, stood hefore her; his fiirure 
roncoaled by the folds of his cloak, hut his dark and lustrous 
eyes tixed upoo hersy with an expression iu which wonder 
struggled with veneration. 

Is it come at lastT' said he, his voice quifering wi^ 
enaction; Speak! Art thou dust? Art tho« a thing of 
mortalUfo! Answer, fori wiU not blenefar 
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«1 am even as ihou," replied the Jewess, drawing the 
liood q£ hBt cloak over her head. ]:« orgive» I pray thee, an 
intrusion whiob I could not intend, seeing that I am as €MM 
who hastetk on a jovniey and, with a humbk fevemnee, 
ihe moved quickly away, yet with sufficient pmeaee of 
mind to take the directioii leading from Uie castle. 

Sim had ool raisad her eyes to observe the a&ct of her 
weeds upon the stranger; but on leavmg the spot, she had 
beud a deep expiratk>nt as if of one whoae breaih had been 
pent up for some time. She glided on, howeTer^ with as 
mueh speed as she could exert, without appearing to fly. In 
that neighbourhood, she thouffht, all men were dangerane to 
lier, for it was the property of Pielati to bend to his own wilt 
the soul of every one within hb reach, and to msike him an 
agent and tool of his desi^rns. After some minutes had 
elap&cd, dIic Ijcgau to bicaiiic more freely ; the country 
seemed to opvn ; and from the glimpse occasionally afforded, 
she knew liiai she had at length brnk(Mi the spcU whicii cxiii- 
fined her feet within the circle of l^a Vurriere. 

Her self-gratulations, however, were premainie ; for by 
and by she heard the iidise of footsteps Ik hmd her. She 
quickened her stej)s, till, on gaining an open space, she might 
have scempd to n ?[)( ctatur to skim nlonij the sward ; Imi still 
lier pur^iu i gained upon her ; and in a lew minutes more he 
was by her side. 

In vain she quiokened, th^ slackened her pace, he still 
maintained the same relative position. In the moonl^^t* his 
taU shadow mingled with her*s ; in the dusky grove she 
eonld hear him breathe close beside her, when she could 
hardly discern his figure» She was at length emboldened by 
her very tenor to look up, and she saw with, surprise that 
iier companion was buried in a re?erie, which appenced to 
render him wh<^y unconscious of her presence. Tiiiis odd 
and unexpected neglect eontriboted modi to restore the Jew- 
ess*s self*possession ; and at length, as they gained an emi* 
neaos whioh snddenly diseloMd a new of the pubttc road, 
and a Tillage dose by, she stopped suddenly, and said in a ra> 
eoluto tone, 

"Permit me to thank thee humbly for the escort with whioh 
thou hast honoured me — I am now ahiiust at home." The 
stranger t^iaru J iVom his reverie at her voice. H<' looked ai 
her so long and earnestly— examining not only the general 
character of her face, but each individual feature — that hex 
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mi length sunk beneath his. There was aodiing, how^ 
ever, "vHueh cooid ofiead her modestir in the gaze, for there 
was nothing in iti expreaflon which might tiot ktm been ta 
■ppli( able to a statue ae to ft Uwing being. 

Yoa wiah me theo to leave you ?" aaid he» What m 
etranf e fate k fliiee» that I ihould iMpin dtslniil or balMd 
wheie i wonld fain eeek eonfideiwe. Look al om* I am. 
perfaapst not an object of admiratioB» but neitbar am I ealca« 
laled to eieate loathing. Here are we, two denisene of ihe 
earth* having met hj chaDee* of destiny, iA a loaely spot, 
aaeied to the dead; why abooM we fly from eaeh other? 
Why DOt rather eater into the eommnnings whieh relieve the 
liean of its feeling of solitude? We are not enemies by na- 
lurt, but are of the same species, it maybe of tbe same coun- 
try. Wiiai curse is it that hanjrs upon the human race, 
turning them one against the other, as if by iubiiiictive lios- 
tiiiiy, even whaii most closely connected by social and natu* 
xal ties ?" 

The stranger's vvonis were addressed to Hagar; yet they 
seemed to flow in soliloquy. She looked at him several 
limes w)iile he spoke; but her eyes sunk under the brightness 
of his. She saw enough, however, to ascertain that he was 
singularly handsome, and noble-iooking, that his hair was 
blacker than the raven's wing, and hia complexion ttartingly 
pale. 

Why do yon not answer continned he, after a paaee ; 
perceive that jnm aDderstand me; why, then, do you not. 
apeak ? Is it more a enme to eonverie with.the lips than 
with the aooll" 

«*The sool leqMMideth nneoiiscioualy/* replied Hagar; 
** there are many thinga which plaee a seal upon the Hps. 
TfaoQ and I are not mere abstmettons ; and we cannot hold 
^oorarantoa as anoh. Methinka* for a hi^r of society, and 
of the iatereonrae of his kind, yonder rmoed Yanlt was a 
atrange resoft!^' 

*^ I had business there/' said the atranger. 

*' Business 1'^ 

•* Yes,*' said he, as he drew from beneath his cloak an in- 
faiu's skull. •* Why start at the sight he coniiuued ; *' Do 
yuu dislike to look upon the de^id as well as the living? 
What IS tliere in this to fear?" 

♦* What is there in u lo envet?" demnndod she. *• "Why 
vioble the saaslnajy of the dead^ lo poaaess a thing at ouce 
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Mownfiil «aad he so is the vsalt in wbkik it was 
found ; so is the chapel of the ▼suit ; so is the hill; so Is the 

soil on which we tread: for all are mine, and - relics, and re- 
membrances of what haih passed away. The earth itself is 
a \ ist biirving-{)lace, whose mould is composed of the g-ene- 
ratious it li is buried. In a little wliile this skull will be earth ! 
If it is mure mournful now than then, it is only a proof that • 
our soul is the slave of our senses." 

" Aiid Its use ^" said Hairar, wondering al her own desire 
to proluiigso uselt'ss a conversation ; yet fascinated, not only 
hv tlie inuHical toiu' of the speaker's voice, but by what to 
iier hail-informed mind was the novelty oi liis ideas. 

it is a q^uestion that should be answered ; and yet, which 
cannot be answered lightly, or in a breath. The answer 
would involve a history of myself ; a key to my most seeiet 
thoughts — to my most lofty aspirations. I think, howevte^ 

1 feel — know that I should not be sileatt if I knew you 
better. You seem to me as one for whom I have been 4ong 
lookiDg« There is a spirit, a meaning in your eye, of whieh 
yon are, perhapSt yourself unconscious, hot which my soult 
praetised in the mysteries of nature; knows how to interprei. 
I feel as if we had known one janotlMr in some former state of 
existence, and half remembered it in this. Let us be friends ; 
or, if the request be too much for one so recently knowOf let 
us become acquainted. I would Mn rdiieve my mind of a 
load of knowledge which lies upon it like guilt. I have long 
sought, and sought in vain, the individual in whom the confi- 
dence is destined to he placed. If I am iiuL deceived in an 
an known to few, you are that individual !" - 

Hagar was not unacquainted with tlie reveries of the astro- 
loger, the alchemist, the physiognomist, and the other enthu- 
siasts who, at that period, oropcdin the dark niti i- Ivijowledge; 
and, perhaps, if this discourse had been addressed to her in 
her father's laboratory, she would have listened without sur- 
pnsc. Here, however, the scene, the time, the person, threw 
over it an air of such extravagance, that she could have be- 
lieved herself to be in a dream ; .andt for that very rsascmt it 
produced the more e&ecU 

Sir,*' said she, a communion like that at which you so 
darkly hint, could only take place between two minds wlueh 
hadundeigene-thesame piepantioii* I amnot AffeseaiAMii 
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thee in kii;il; neither is the naked African: but my soul is 
not as ihy soul ; f have neither knowledge nor wisdinn ; and 
even in rank, we are so far asunder, that men wonder to see 
us bold converse tocretlier." And she drew her peasant's 
cloak around her, forgetting that the stranger must h?ive seen 
the gorgeous appnrel l^rnpath ; and unconscious, that her lan- 
guage, and manner oi thmking, were at least those of m iu- 
' fltnicted person. 

** Vuur soul," said he, ** I do not know, I only imao'iiir it : 
for although it is easy for such as I to guess at the depth Irora. 
the siirfacey yet it is only an empirical philosophy which pre- 
tends to penetrate to the bottom at a single glance.' If you 
m not she whom I seek, wherefore are you here ? Why 
should we two have been sifted from the mass of mankind, 
and thrown together at . an hour when the rest of the world is 
adeept ^d on a lonely and remote spot, filled with the bones 
of the foigotten dead f 

As for rankt^' and « sooimfiil smtle passed over his fsolnres, 
•* ean yon teU me whether this was the skull of a loyal in* 
ftoty or a heggar*8 brat? What are those distinctions which 
last but for a few years, and then ▼anish like a dream? They 
are as * nothing, less than nothing, and rantty/ A. prince 
without power and without fortune, is nothing better than a 
peasant. Were I, at this moment, to array you in the state 
of a queen — to rear a silken canopy over your head — to place 
your laot upon marble aiiil gildina: — to stretch under your 
K\v:iy a tract of country prreater than ilic eye could measure- 
won Id you be any thing less than a queen because you were 
born in a village ? 

*♦ It is in my power to do this — but this is nothing. Vanity 
has no desire, and pride no object, which is not attainable by 
us both. If you are she wliom I seek, queens will be your 
hiiii'iimidens, and kniiriib and bannerets your slaves. But 
enough tor the present. You lodge, where ?" 

The Jewess pointed at hazard to tlie only cottage in tlie 
village where there was still a light in the window. 
Do we meet again at the ruined chapeU" 

*' No — no — no." 

** It does not matter. Where?" 
Verily, I am but a passer by, I may not tarry by the way- 
side." 

« What of (hat ?♦' 

•* I am jonineying towards Nantes." 
toIm I. 14 
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Nantes." And the stranjier took lier hand, and hewing him 
head upon U giavely, tondhed it with hia lips ; he then tammA 
away without another wordf and in.a few moniMta* hia giWMN 
fid figure was l^t among the neigbbottring tieea.* 

HafBT waa perplexed and aatoniahed ; but aa we httv^ al- 
ready nbted, not ao mndi'by theenthnaiaeai ef Ate atranger, 
which was perfecUy in consonance with the spirit of the age, 
as by the whole adventure, taken with its concomitant cir- 
cumsUuiccs. 'J'his singular man was doubtless one of the 
learned and ingenious persons who occasionally sojourned at 
the almost regal court of La Verriere. Nay, such was his 
loftiness of manner and aspect, that she might have supposed 
him to be the famous Gilles de Retz himself, had she not 
been aware of the character of the latter. So far from being 
a contemner of the advantages of rank like the stranj^er, he 
was one of the proudest and most ostentatious men of his 
time. He aped tlie monarch in state ; transacted his business 
by means of amhiissiidors ; :ind never stirred out ol" doors, un- 
less when attended by a body-guard of himdceds of soen at 
arms. 

Hagar walked slowly towards the village; and iiaYing 
reached the cottage distinguished by a light in the window^ 
knocked |;ently at the door. She had heard voieea within, 
and sounds, as if of mirth : but all became silent in an isataiit. 
She knocked again; and^ pnttiog her ear to the keyhole, could 
hear whispered consnltationa aa to the propriety of opeiung^ 

Take care what yon are about,'' aaid one« *^ It ia nearly 
midnight— and who knows what visitora thia unlneky candle 
may have attracted V* 

Bttt only think, iTehany if it ahotdd be one &om the 
eaatle— and^ yon know they do not eaie about honia-<:** 

Bah ! nobody coming from the caatle atrlkea ao aolfly* 
That waa no flesh and blood knock, you may depend upon it. 
Huah 

•*Oood friends," said Hagar, ** I am a weary and benight* 

ed traveller i auii I can pay, in silver laoney, iur a night*s 
lodging.'' 

• A ecenp similar to this occurs in the author's " Wanderings by the 
Loire;" to wluch work the rcarlcr is^ referred for a historical account of 
Gilles de Kctz, and to the drawiiiL^s by Tunm it contftinB, £ot an idea of 
soflM of the localities of tiie ipreseat uU>rj, 
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** Ay, ay, a traveller, ho doubt," repeated Jehailt in his 
mugh boi £n|^ned whisper, •* going to ai^ &Ot a* Qioal*" 
** Yet it WW a ftweei» low voice." 
•^To be iiure. Does tho wotf bowl when ho aoka the 
iSieep to Cf0at But your honest trmUor does not say* 
* Open for a piece of silver/ haty * Open for the tore of the 
Holy Yiigin, who badi sent yon one r 

Find that, I willapeaktooiirhride-eoasin; for sheean 
read and write ae wail as father Bonarentofe himaelf. Hist! 
Marie ?" and smne one eame appaientijrirom an inner loom* 
Here is a kaoekf wfaieh Jehan says ie not of fledi and blood ; 
bnt to my thinking, ^e voioe that aeoompsniee it is as sweet 
as a lute ; whereas the Evil One, you know better than we, 
is likened unto a roaring lion." 

llagar tried the niagfic oi her voice once uioie, uud the doar 
was instantly thrown open. 

•* Are you como at last?" said the peasant Mane, grasping 
her liaiid ; 1 inquired lor you at every liou»e in the villa<Te ; 
and, knowjrii^ that there was no other shelter, I had begun (o 
dread the worst. Nevertheless, T contrived to persuade my 
cousin Jeluin to sit up lor a wiiilo, with his sister, on pre- 
trnce of wishinff to talk of some l)iisines?!-mRttprs after my 
journey with — A lioar.^o cluickie irom Jehant and a laugh 
irom the sister, interrupted her. 

*' What then said Marie, severely ; ** I am to be married 
the day aiier to-mmow, and where is the harm ? But make 
hastey eondn, and give the traveller to eat and dnnk» for it is 
time we were all in bed/*' 

Tell me/' said Hagsor, was the anger ol ter of Laval 
kindled against thee ?" 

I did not see the Damsel — ^the watx h wns changed before 
•he eaUed for me. Yei I had some diflleulty in passing the 
gele; en abenrd atory having got among the goard, that I had 
been abeady there, beat three of the sddiers Uaek and UoOt 
and mehed ont widioiit waiting to answer a qneetion. And 
sO beeanae I can read and write! But eome» eat, drink, wd 
to bed. Jehan ^wls, bnt will not bite and bolh he and hie 
sister are ignorant that yon a re * n ot bf na. In the morning 
we sliall all cry to Nantes together; as a party has been made 
up, lo see a mystery given to the people by the great lord de 
iietx.** 
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AvTBR taking some rofrefiliiiieiit, Htgif lay down, witlKHit 
u&dfeasing, on a pallet spread in a leceee, a»d medily sunk 
Into a long though troubled sleep. She^ was awakened \xj the 
beams of the stin striking paiimilly npon her eye-ltds; andf 

on looking up, saw Marie standing by her couch, and gazing • 
at her with a strong expression of wonder and admiration. 

*'You are a picture,'* said the latter, *♦ for a limner ta 
draw I— lying on that bed oi iijaves, in r;umeni of gold and 
silver, like a fairy princess — with your hair blacker than mid- 
night, floating in dishevelled tresses over a cheek, wluch 
would be like a marble image, but for the dreams that pass 
across it. Get up, lady, and say your matins (ii ^ui h he the 
custom of your people,) and make your toilet qiiif kly ; for 
hnlf the villntre is waiting for us." Hagar obeyed her luimhle 
friend at onc e ; and in less time than the latter would have 
taken to arrange a single curl of h( r li:iir, was ready for the 
journey. In saying her matins, she turned towards the region 
ol the early sun — looking in vain for tliat Star which had risen 
above her head while^she slept^ and which shall never come 
aisain UU the firmament itself has passed away. Marie stepped 
back unconsciously, and turned away her head ; crossing her* 
self repeatedly, as the unhaUowed prayers ncended to heaven* 

She advised Ha^to draw her cloak completely round her^ 
ao as to conceal the Bingnlarity of her dress ; and, again bid- 
ding her remember that none of the odier villagers mew Aai 
she was an unbeliever^ eondaeted her onl of ihe honse* 

*^ Do not be alarmed,'* she said, as they walked along, <^ai 
the rough speeches of my cousin Jehan$ for, although he 
thinks harm almost always, he rarely does any • Icanyal 
least, insure you a safe journey to Nantes. That is aD you 
require?" 

" All, my kindest friend. -My kindred dwell in the city, 
under tlie protection of the duke, and I may look for my fa- 
ther every day. He will thank thee, both in words and deeds, 
for his daughter; and believe me, Marie, the old man's bless- 
ing \vill do thee good, and no evil, even though he be of a 
more ancient faith than thine.** 

They found about twenty individuals, men, women, hoys, 
and ffirls, wailing for them at the end of tlie little village. 
Among the females there were two or three fiuthcieiUJly agree- 
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able faces; but Marie was incompaiably superior to all bolU 
ia beauty and manner. Her intended hubbaud was a tall, 
handsome, good-humoured looking; young man, with but little 
intellect hi his countenance, and noiliing about him which 
seemed " iiol)ler than his fortune." In those davs, and in that 
country, the harriers of rank were ahnost impassable ; and 
the education which Marie had accidentally received, served 
no other purpose than occasionally to make her discontented 
with her lot, and at all times to make her feel as if separate 
and alone. Her manner towards her betrothed might be term- 
edaibelioiiate ; but it was the affection of a sifter toa biothar 
a younger brothert whom il waa her plaaaaie at well aa 
duty to loye and take care of. 

Jehan waa a atufdjTf surly-looking peaeantv of aome five- 
and-lhirty years of age. His sister, a low-b<Nrn laea of ^gh* 
teen»iidiented a modification both of the family physiognomy 
and temper. What waa lU-hnmoor in him, hiowoTer, waa in 
her, at the worst, only a tnoiaitory petUahnMSf and the 
siRiightforwaid coamenesa of his inji»d beoaaie refined in the 
feminine, by the admixture of a litde hamoor and sprightli-* 
nesB, to the sort of aeidiQr uanaUy tmEied sharpness, or 
shrewdnessr. 

It was principally with Marie, however, that Hagar con- 
versed, as they walked along; and tlie former seemed delight- 
ed at the opportunity both to speak and listen — for conversa- 
tion was not the forte of her betrothed. The Jewess en- 
deavoured to extract from her some more tangible intdrnia- 
tion than had been airoidcd by her hints concerning the doings 
at La Vorriere ; but she heard notliing that was plea^sing ; and 
indeed, little that was very inteliin^iblc. In the toilowing por- 
tion of their dialogue is comprehended nearly all to which she ' 
possessed any cine. 

" You must know," said Marie, ** that a certain number 4tf 
years ago, there came to the castle a philosopher, as he waa 
called, whose name was messire Jean of PtfitOQ* What ia 
the matter I Are yoa unwell 1" 

It was a apasm — it liath passed aWay." 
He was an unbeliever. He defied God, and wovihipped 
the devil ; and when he met the divine Host upon the load, 
he turned eaide, and spat upon the ground. He oocupied 
• aeparate apartments ui the caade, where a light wps ecen m 
the windows all night; for he posseaaed, among other won*, 
derfol facoltiee, that of living withast aleep. Smoke, and 
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sometimes fiamet issued d»y and niglit from the chimney ; 
and noises were heafd; eoiqeliinee as of the rush of waters^ 
and sometimes as of men hammeiing on an anvil." 

*^ He waSf doubtless, an al^emiatt'^ eaid tlie JeweM. 

''He was someifaing worse, aa you sbail hear. The 
devil is a dangerous master to serve ; and one day* mee- 
sm Jean, by some error, eithei of omissum or eommis- 
siotif fen, body end soid» into his power. You may b^* 
sure he begged hard for his temporal life^ and at last he 
gained the mM>li. The'condition was, that every two yeare* 
he should famish Ae fiend with a servant, ready trained and 
seduced ; whom at die end of the term the Eiril One was, if 
possible, to entrap and destroy. If the lietim, however, 
should contrive to escape, from the horns of the altar, as I 
may say, messire Jean himself wa& to take his place, autl 
without hope of furiher reprieve/* 

** And dost thoit believe this wild tale ?" said Hagar, seaice- 
ly able to repress her indignation. 

*» Afler a fashion,'* replied Marie, — ** I do not believe that 
beasts can speak and reason ; but I believe in tlie truth con- 
veyed in the fables, which are the tales of philosopiiers. We 
of the ignorant have onr fables, as well as the learned, al- 
though they be not invented from design; and even in tlie 
wildest and most extravagant, tiierc lurks some matter of iact 
at the bottom, if we could only obtain a clue to it." 

^^How was the compact fulfilled!" demanded Hi^8r» in- 
dignant no more^ but in a low and faltering voice. 

Messire Jean left the easile» and in dne time the first 
suhstitnte came.- Irdmember seeing him myself. - He was a 
yonog inan — tall, pale, and thin;^d6rk in coaiplexion» tfnd 
with long Uaok hair ikUtng down upon his shonlders. A. 
bright, red spot bnmed on either cheek, and his eyes shone 
so wQdly from their deep sodEets* that tiiey seemed to shed 
a preternatural glare over his &ce. At the end of the two 
yean, he Tahisbed." 

How?" asked the Jewess, in a scarcely andible whisper. 
Donbtlessy in sulphnreoas flames I" replied Marie, smil- 
ing bitterly. **That night there was a cry heard in the 
wood-^" She stopped in agitation. 

** Was the spot searched ? Did he pass away for ever, 
without leaving a trace—** 

" Yea— save a haiidful of his long black hair upon the 
ground, dabbled in blood! The second victim—'* 
Spare me I** 
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••"You tlo not love horrors? But this one is soon told; 
and it finishes the history. He was a youth with light, silky 
hair, blue eyes that seemed to iiaiice and swim^ and a chfick 

fair ns a girl's — " 

**Jsniaei! Ismael !" 
How ! You knew him ?" 

*'lt is indeetl the portrait," said the Jewess, unable to re- 
press her tears, **.of one with whom I played when a child. 
€k> on; for the youth I loved, even as aa elder bfothert had 
no portion in the kingdom of darkness." 

At die end of two yeaie be vaniahed ; iMit without eiy, 
and without blood. ' . 

** Then thexe is hope,'' said Hagar eageily» that he waa 
no^not—^' . - 

There waa, for a whole week» But one night the keel 
of a fisherman's boat strook against something floating on the 
Eidre* It was the body of t£B second vietim. The third is 
expected to reach the eaatle to-monow." 

How knoweat then that, in the name of God T" 

** Because the precise time will dien have' elapsed which 
itttarYened between the dtsappearanoe of tfie fiimt, and the 
eoming of the second TieUm." 

♦* Tell me— is there any chance of his escape t any poasi* 
biUty of saving him ?" 

•*The lord de Ketz might doubtless save him, if he would 
—but we touch oa dangerous giuuud, and I shall speak no 
farther," 

•* Once more, I entreat ! If the Evil One hold not stale, in 
botlilv presence, at La Varriere, he must have some delegate 
—some viceroy — " 

**SilerK'el Forbear! I have already said too mnch — I 
know not why— Not a word"^ — for Hagar still attempted to 
speak — Not a syllable, or I will have you bound with cordSf 
and carried to the castle.*' 

"It would be the best thmg you mnld flo with lu r," said 
Jehan, overhearing her last woicis, hut too wise a thing for 
you to do, with all your learning. What business had you 
in the matter ? If she was really wanted at La \ erriere by 
those yon wot of, it will be the destnietion of our whole 
race." 

This sudden and unexpected termination of Marie's dis- 
dosores left the Jewess completely bewildered. One thing 
was e«rlaint however, that Dayid was to be in reality the 
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her mind like a gleam of hope. He had inEiMoee^ doiib€emit 
wi|h the loTd de Betz, and might not she contrive to aeqiiiztt 
influence over him? will die the death**' the meiitdlT 
ezelaimed* if it be needful ; but I will sate Ait fife, end I will 
flSfi ibe eoal of my Ihther from a moital einl*' 

An the Tillage party appioadied its deetinatioDv they eeold 
see the population of ti^e whole flunromding oonntiy hnny- 
mg towards Nantes as to a common centra. AH were dratt- 
ed in their holiday apparel; and Cfcn the sturdy pewant, in 
his suit of hodden grey, contributed to the picturesque of the 
scene, li n ing strained the buckle of his belt, upon the same 
principle on which a beauty endangers her stay-laces, and 
polished the leaden image stuck in his hat, till n luii^hi have 
been lik( iu d to the helmet of a knight, mu iided ai once for 
ornament and defence. His womankiiid, in the meantime, 
" trudged after him, vieing with e:ich other in the brilliance 
Ijoiii of kerchiefs and complexioas ; but sometimes the good 
dame was muuiiied on horseback, and kept her scat not the 
IcFs majestically that she rode astride^ like a man, as do her 
desccnd;uits of the present day. 

II agar had been but little accustomed to f^pect?\cles of popu- 
lar excitement; and, even in her present anxiety, as tiiey 
neared the town, where the crowd and hurry redoubled, she 
felt her colour riae, and lier natnraUj buoyant heart thiob wjlh 
expectation. Erery wbere the people were shutting up their 
shops and houses ; and all business was, for the tune* at a 
Stand. Eren the itinerant Yendem of aneh luxuries as raini»- 
ter to the appetites of a crowd were contented, on this oceft* 
sion, to assume the character of disinterested spectilocs; for . 
Gilles de Retz, when ho entertained the populace, wooUl 
brook no interforenoe whatever,-*4orttiBhmg fiatnilbiMlj, ai 
* his pwn cost, not only the show, hot the nSesbments. 

They at length reached the grand squarot where a tempo- 
rary stage was erected, with galleries near it for the more 
disttnguished epectatm, similar to those that were efccted 
for Tiewlng e contest in the lists* At tifls place it was the 
purpose of Hagar to have withdrawn quietly from her compa* 
nions, and, Icairing the square by one of its numerous avenues, 
to have inquired her way to her kinsman's house. Once fair- 
ly upon the scene of the spectacle, however, it wa.s in vain to 
think of escape. In the midst of that crowd she was like a 
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srr_iw in a lorrcnt ; and had it not been for the protection of 
the suily .Tehan» she must have been trampled under loot. 
But even his ettbrts in iier favour wore so far unlucky, th:^t 
they awakened the ire of several other peasants, who were 
alike zeajoiisly employed in piloting' their womankind ; aod 
& kind ol scuiiie ensued, in which Hagar loFt her cloak. 

No sooner had this melainorphosis been eiTected* in wUch 
the hiKKled peasant was converted into a fairy princetiy'- 
tiMfi a sudden reaction toojt pl«ce» both in the miad and vaaBr 
nm of the crowd. £veiy one believed that, weraen though 
BhB WttSy she had aomethmg tp de in the coming spectftde, 
or at least that she was in some -my eooneeted \^ iili its mae-^ 
ter$ and all hdd back either in respect or terror. Hagar thus 
finmd heieelf at the extreme edge of the Uring mass, where 
it wae dressed in line to allov the processiini of the actors to 
pass on to the stage i and there she stood, censpicnons and 
akme, in & wide semicirde formed around her by Ibe popu« 
lace, her feacs completely overpowered by shame and Yen* 

tiOB* 

A burst of mask at length pfodaimed that the proeessioii 
had entered tiie sqoaire, and a shoot of weleome arose from 
the multitude. When this was silent, Hagar, in the midst of 

all her embarrassment, felt her heart stirred at once with fear 
and delight by the sound of the clear-loncd Uuiupets, min- 
gling with the swell of numerous large organs. The luUer 
instruments, bl'aziii*^ wiili Eold and silver, were earned on 
iiK ii's shoulders, and belonged to the private chapel of tlie 
siJigidar r»haractcr who presided over the scene. 

Inuncdiately after, a company of valets made their appear- 
ance, clrnrin<:r their way by means of baton*?, which they ap- 
plied widiout ceremony to the shins of iha crowd. Then 
came the hand of music, and then the priest.^ of iiie chapel; 
the latter marsiialled hy n troop of beautiful boys, walking 
backwards, and Hinging up golden censors, from which the 
incense came forth in wreaths of smoke. The banners, 
shrineSy reliquaries, crucifixes, and sacred vessels of their re- 
li^otts establishment, were borne aloft by the ecclesiastics, 
who were all dressed in robes of clctth and gold| and perhaps 
ttere was not one of the rich abbeys of France which could 
have decked forth a pageant more sumptuous and imposing. 
The neofts of the crowd were wearied, with bowing, and their 
hands with making the sign of the cross, as one by one those 
holy things passed by ; but when at length the Uam^ ^ 
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patron saint of the house of Ltval made Ut tfpmnme , the 

whole multitude sunk upon their knees, althe^ame moment 
.—all save one. 

"Down^vith thee!" cried Marie. "Down, stranger, if 
you be i^ot mail as well as impious!*' The Jewess crossed 
her arms iiglniy upon her bosom, as if she would shrink 
within herself: but she remained standing erect. 

•* is tlie kiiig of Babylon," said she to her own quaking 
heart, "more terrible than the Most Hijrh? I put my WsM 
m the Ood of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego !'* 

Immedi itrlv after t!ie priests came the body-guard, two 
and two, clad in complete ^teel, and mounted on Fuperb war- 
horses. The line extended the whole len^-th of the square ; 
but, close by, a more than usual space intervened, in the 
midst of which rode a single knight. The crowd did not 
till he had paMed hy^ ; and, indeed, the homage which 
thty rendered him seemed to be even more devout thu tiiat 
aoGorded to-Uie saint. Every lip moved wilb sounds of 
ptauie ar admiration ; but the words came forth muffled, as if 
ttey dreaded to oiend even by flattery. *^Neble*-|[eiievoaa 
-—Montifal were the whispenf that met die ear Hagar 
on one side, and ^'handsome^graoeiiil — ^gallant!*' on ibm 
other. At that moment her fears were lost in femudne muri» 
osify ; and, beiMliaf farward, she watched impatiently to (rib- 
tain a fnll view of uie.famoiis Gilles^de Hetn. 



The gracefol and stat^y warrior sate with lelaated Mdfe, 
as if he Mile the-ftney.of his hoise the paHthey shoiM 
bodi play in the proeession ; and Uie astmel, eonsetoos of iSkm 
honour, arched his neck with haughtiness, snorting, and 
tossing his head, while he stepped mincingly on, as if dis- 
daining to touch the ground. The rider, in the meantime, 
looked occasionally to one side, to arknijwledge, with a 
half-negligent, half-condescending bend, the homage of the 
people; and it happened, that as he approached the place 
where Ilagar stood, his face was turned away for this pur- 
pose. The Jewess felt more annoyed than she would have 
acknowlediied to herself, when she saw him about to pass 
by before sfie hnd obtained a glimpse of his features ; but at 
the instant the l^ridle was tiijhtened, the steed checked m his 
career, and the knight, turnmg full round, fixed his eyes with 
a brilliant, yet respectful smile of recognition upon Iter faee, 

while he pulled off his jewellsd bonnet, and bent hi» head 
eren to the hoise's nanSf' 
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Higir was BtaiuMML Tb» aeeiie fl^ teoi her eyes ; ani 
iisr a noment, the grand square <^ Naotes was £lled with the 
lonely dinrch-yard of the Erdie, aad ils sepulchral nuns. 
This ms lieof tlM bmyiog^mlt— the philosopliieal sathw- 
Ml — the sovtemner of rank tnd birtli-«-4iie sompanu^ of her 
ilMmghf WHwieringg I ShewssaioosedfroialierstQperby 
die vofase of s page, stmoiUMMitfdiat the Iml de EitU mhdd 
Imht to s seai in ^he fdleijr* She would hate dedaoed the 
hMoati tail a Uoe was alnadjr tomed for her pastafe in 
ikoBtf and lo veiraal thmnch' the en>wd bebuid was imposn* 
Ids* baiiofheraioamtt&e Jewess, woiMlenogalaUtaiBgs^ 
ud at henelf more thaa aO, was snied in a gsHerj next to 
that of the femily of Laval, and set apart for the magnates of 
the city. 

The priests of the chapel of La Vf rriere were as expert in 
the hisUionic art aa the brothers oi ihc Passion at Paris; and 
no sooner had the mystery commenced, than the people for- 
trot even the generous master of the spectacle, in eiuhusiasm 
and delight. There was one of the actors more especially, 
who 4»eetiied a \v( K-knuvvn favourite of the aiuliriice. lie 
was a strangely mi^ssiiapen being, of dwartisli siaiure, but 
singularly agile. The f>ntTiros of Ins face, if taken iinlivi- 
dually, miirlit have been reekouL tl even handsome; but by 
some freaks of nafure, or else some mischance which oc- 
curred in early ciiiidriooti, e\ ery thing seemed out of place, 
and the jumble produced was at once ludicrous and horrible. 
His hands and fingers were strangely long and thin, and, but 
for their delicacy of oolour, would have somewhat resembled 
those of an ape. His distorted arms nm\ legs seemed to he 
of bone and muscle, without a particle of flesh; and, cased 
as he was ta the fur of a wild bsast, his feet hidden by ait^ 
ficnal ho<^8, and two twisted horns rising from his ominons 
brow, no better lepresentation could have been fimnd anu>ng 
the sons of men of the goblin he mimicked. 

Hjs Toioe, although not so fuU and loud as thai of David 
Annstxong, when be enacted Hsshmodai, was ^pable of 
making itself heard still farther* Even when coming from a 
dntmce, its shrUl tones seemed to pierce the air, and qniver 
in die ear IUlo an arrow. . But his mmost sopernaioral agilitv 
awakened in a yet hi^er d€|gree th^ admiration of the crowd. 
He leaped about like a' being ahogedier independent of the 
common laws of motion ; vomiting himself up from the 
jaws of iieii, as ii lie liad beea noUiiu^ iuuj:e liiau a pniT of 
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in, as if the cavity had possessed neither sides iior bui- 
tom. 

All went on in dwmh show while thif? strangely gifted aCtOT 
was on tlie stage ; f or the crowfi shouted till they were hoarse, 
and clapped their hands till their fingers ached. At length, 
in the very midst o£ one of his flights across the scene, in 
which he seemed to have intended to fly at one leap, IVurn 
side to «ide« he-stopped suddenly, as if transflxed with a lance. 
In this position, he remained so long, without the slightest 
liiring u^kotion, ihattho voices of the people died away in won- 
der and expeetaUoo» and a profound silence succeeded to the 
uproar. . 

By degrees, the fixed eyes of the d^uf began to expand 
and glare ; his nostrils dilated, his chest rose and fell convol* 
s&velj ; his Itnubs writhed and trembled ; and at last, in a voice 
which made every heart leap, he shrieked, Master, I come 
and sprang from the stago among tbe crowd. For some mo- 
ments all was confusion and dismay ; but the voice of Gillee 
de Retz, commanding him to return, was speedily heard above 
i^e cries of the affrighted peasants. The seeming goblin at 
first pursued his way, although more slowly ; but finally he 
turned round, as if by compulsion, and climbing up the galleiy 
of Laval like an ape, stood upon the cushioned edge, con- 
fronting its lord. 

. " Whither goest tliou V demanded the lord dc Retz. 

*• Wliiiiier 1 am sumnioncd," wan the lepiy ; and the dwarf 
writhed in airony while he spoke, and large drops of sweat 
coursed down hib iace. 

♦* How knowest thou that thou art summoned ?" 

** By a power — by a siga. For mercy's sake allow me to 
depart !" 

*♦ What sign? Speak, and go.** 

The dwarf turned up the sleeve of his dress, and pointed 
to his loni! fleshless nrm, from which a stream of blood bub- 
bled forth. He then sprung once more among the erowdy 
and in an instant disappeared. 

From the commencement of the show, Hagar had debated 
within herself, whether or not she should embrace the oppor* 
tunity, which would no doubt be offered her at its con^oflion, 
of a conversation with the 1 ^rd de Retz. This, it seemed, 
was the meeting to which he had Irelerred on the preceding 
night; wben it appeared a matter of indifferenee to him 
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lilietfier At mme wa0 to be Naiite90rBab7lM ! Th^ waft 
fomedupK like fatality in t^ie mamer in whioih she had 
beeik OQnpdled to keep the rendez^roue, that filt a ki^v i 
of a.^we giiilier vpon Theft 
was JioSiii^* howtYtr, io that noble counttnanoe Id tzcitt 
jEear ; and when riie leflected that he moat hare been as un- 
eontcioiia as heraelf of the mode in whieh they were to be 
again liuown together, i^e at length resolved to give hersell 
up to the current of circumstances, and leave the duticuun of 
her cuurse to heaven. 

But jusi as she liad coiiie lo thus conclusion, and be^n to 
arrange in her mind the terras in which it would ^be moat pro- 
per to introduce the subject of David Armstrong, the scream of 
the dwarf broke upon her ear — Master, I come !" Hagar, 
as much startled as tfio rest of the audience, wntched what 
followed with even more interest ihnw ihcy ; ;liu1 the connex- 
ion which appeared lo exist hetwec ii the seemmir goblin and 
Gilles de Ketz shocked and alarmed her. The storiea of 
Maiie eame back upon her recollection with new force ; and 
she reflected that such horrors eouid not have taken place at La 
Verri&re withoni the knowledge and penniseiiMi of ito lo0d« 
Althoagh more than ever resolved to attempt alttUagit in or* 
der to aaTe the third vUHui^ ahe fiilt it to he hm wiaeatogmat 
to paiiey with the powerful and mTateriont hma when on* 
der the proteetion of her kinamen ; and, at the mtmcttt of 
tlie greateat agitadon, when a thunluhidt ni^ have fallen 
among the multitade, nnaatieed, ahe glided oat of the gallery, 
and plonged into the erowd. 

[f our interview,** said ahe mentally, as the thitwapari- 
ing^glance at Gilles de Retz, whose soul appeared to be ab- 
sorbed in folio win the flight of the dwarf — '* If our interview 
be to come of destiny, or eiiLhantment, my efl'orls to post- 
pone it will be alike harmless and unavailing "—and, assisted 
by the prestige which seemed to attach itself to her sumptu- 
ous apparel, she made her way throuLdi the crowd with Jess 
difficulty thariTnis^ht have been expected. 

Her s^niod fortune so far, however, was owing in part to the 
same assistance which she had (injoyed during her entrance; 
for Jehan, whom she met in the middle of the presSf had ool 
jeiiaeovmd from his unwonted fit of gallantry. 

And now whither go you, fair mistress dtsitaded he 
blnatly^ when they were ekar of thaeatwd. 
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•« To the abode of Rabbi Solomon, ii I can lind it. If lire 
place be unknown to thee, nn being^ a irtan of tbc fields, 1 can 
•oarcely do wrong in asking the f^iii dance of the jirst person 
I meet ; for the Rabbi Solomon, tiic son of Jacob, is a star in 
Und with which the eyea even of the Gentiles an familiar.'^ 
know the roan, and the placet" Mid Jeh»« 

**Thoii hesitate not; but lei us go swiftly, and a piece of 
coined money shall testify my gratitude.'* Jehaa led the 
wajr, end Hagar IbUowed him, far a time, with more U^ht- 
neaa of heart than she had felt for years. Her perilous joar- 
nejr w^s accompUshed. In a few minutes she would he io 
tfie midst of fiwnds and kinsmen, j^weifid dike hjr their 
wealth and die HiToar of the duke. 7t> that ciicle would, bo 
adkledf in a few days, by the Uessing of JAorah, her fin 
ther ; and fVom sndi Taotage groondshe might parley in safety 
even with Gilles de Retz. The pecuniary embarrassments 
of the lord ol La Verriere, if these had been described trulv 
by Prelali, wouUi reiulrr him still more accessible U) lier in- 
fluence ; and IJavid Armstrong, loosed iVuai the lioiiis of the 
allar, would owe his life to her. The dreams of the Jewess 
extended no lariher. " He will be free," said >he, he will 
be safe, and I shall be—" 'i'he wonl * happy,' which had 
risen to her lips, was lost in a doei) ^\<^h; and when slie 
raised lier eyes to the face oi Jehan — lor he had stopped, 
there was in her expression so much of loneliness and deeo* 
lateness of heart that the rude peasant was troubled* 

Why do you. not knoekT' said he at last, in a forced 
.grufiness of tone. 

" Are we arrived ?" 
Yea." The hnilding seemed to be of immense aiw; 
h«l» as was frequency the case in the habitations of the per- 
secated Jewst the door was small, and entered from a mean 
and obscure street Hagar knodted gently, and then tnraed 
round to her condnelor* 

« My friend,*^ said she, «»! this digr did Aee injustice in 
my thoughts, and I shall heneeforOi be more distrustful of my 
own has^ impiessions. Aeoept of this piece of ^old as the 
external token of my thanks; but imagine not that my heart 
will c ea s e to recollect gratefully what iho\i hast done for one 
whom thou must have supposed to be a friendlciiii outcast.*^ 
Jehan looked greedily at the money for a moment) but be 
drew back without accepting it. 

I have done uuthing," said he» that I ought to repent« 
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Nothing! — but yet, had I known thatslie would have so look- 
ed, aud spoken, aiid offered gold, when at most I reckoned 
upou a small piece of silver — Hold tor die door had opened, 
and linear was crotoftiing the threshold — Yet anotlier word ^ 

X did iiiistake — " The Jewess threw the piece oi maney 

to him with a smile, thinking liirit he liad repeated liia ^600- 
TOsity. She then went in, and the door shut. 

** This is not my doing," said Jehau, '* after staring va- 
cantly for saiae time at the closed door ; *' I would have saved 
lier, but she went in of her own free will ; and now the afiair 
is between her and the lordde Rets. Few there be who come 
mi of the hotel de la ftuze as they went ml But whet ie thai 
to me f Yet I will not tooeh her moiiej ; no, not with my 
fingered ! Hiave done my duty, and saved my family fn>m 
the coneeqneiieeih of Marie'a folly : that is leward eaongli. 
Bill is the gold to Ue there, perhaps as a trapi and a snare, 
and a stumbltng-Ukiek Ibr Ihe next passe* by f The saints 
forbid I I shall canry it siraifbtway to the tj[^tel IKen, and 
give it to the poor; or rather will I paiehaae'an otfering for 
onr altef^Hnm ! it may be better ftitt to lay it up with my 
other savings in the gieen stocking, and wait Ae Virginia 
pleasure for au opportunity of spending it in some holy pur^ 



CHAPTER XIV. 

laBAViNG Hagar in the sumptuous city residence of the lord 
4e lEKetz* called the Hdtel de La Suae, we now turn to certain 
ether personages of our history. 

When the Damsel of Laval set forth on that day, on the last 
short stage of her journey to La Verri^, it was with a spirit 
full of vague uneasiness* Boon after entering the chateau of 
Hugaemonty Uie evening before, she had had tioie to reflect on 
. her eondnet in the matter ^ the fiMrl<m Jewess, and peihapa 
formed a true judgmeBt in setting it down both as mquat aad 
uagenevous. That tbe eacodos mm Psvts of one of the per- 
secuted remnant should be involved in darimess and myslsr^, 
was surely nothing move than natund; and the part taken m 
it by Sir Archibam Douglas, though not yet fully ezplaiAed, 
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was obviously consistent with the generoaity of his eharaetei* 
The blush of II agar — the changing of her cheek from one 
col()ur to another — this was he^sole pretext and justification ! 

Even o;]v]nir the fullest possible weight to this phenomenon, 
%vhat did It imhcate? That the knight was false ? or simply^ 
that the thoughts of a young Hebrew ^ir], friendless, outcast, 
and alone, had dwell sojnewhat too tcnacionsly on perhaps the 
only being upon earth who had ever sliown her disintereste4i 
kindnetftl As for the story of the youni2: knight's '* kinsman,'* 
of whom the had never -heard, this, she thought, might have 
been a mere mistake ; or else it might have arisen from the am- 
Vitioii of eone obscure foreigner in Pane to have it supposed that 
he wtm eonnected with the noble house of Douglas* Faiiiine 
could not disgoise from herself thai her moBiettary jealovuy 
orifiaated more In a mean pride than womanly passion. 
Jkm^BBf thoatfh noUe, Was a poor edventarer, while she wa« 
«Mie of the richest heiressee inEnrope. Does he love me for 
myself? was llip hafbed thought which had entered her aoolt 
or am I merely^he star of his ambition, while another is the 
mistress of his heart? She fiow blushed at the paltriness of 
Sttoh a sospioieA when applied to her prenx chevsHert and 
awaited widi impatience the moment when the ceremoniea 
of society would permit her to call the young Jewess to her 
presence. 

Such was her frame of mind when she received tidiiiga of 
the flight of Hagar. 

Let no one pursue, or molest her," said she, after a mo- 
ment's pause. ♦* I cannot know," she added, mentally, " how 
instant may be her business at Nantes ; but be this as it may» 
to fly from inju3tit e is no proof of guilt." 

"Madam," remonstrated De Briqueville, the night is 
clear, and she cannot be far distant. My commands to take 
her to La \ err i ere are nrtjent." 

** i reieat^e you from all responsibility.'* 
Then let him hear that you do so," and he indicated ilm 
person to whom he alluded rather by the expresrion id lam 
eye than by a look to where he stood. In the concerns of 
any ens else," added he, I would peril my life to obey yon ; 
and you know. Damsel, I have done so before now." Pau- 
line did not hesitate to grant the Bequest of (his iaithM ad-- 
hnrent of her fiunilvi and going np to the philosopher, aha 
aeqnainted hun witti what had taken plaoe, and with her de* 
sire thst since the jOBng wonmn had esoaped, she abodd be 
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permitted U> take her owu course. The paused ior aa 
ins tan t. 

Be it so," said he, at length, with an indulgent smile. 
** It matters not whose course she takes, for all must inevita- 
bly tend 10 the same end. Inert matter must be acted upoit 
by extraneous bodies ; but men are the agents of their own 
desUnies." But* notwithrtMiding Uiis decision, Pauline set 
out on her joamcy, as we haye saidt ia Utile tranquillity of 
mind. It was Sir Arehibald's siagleBeM and p«rit3r of heart 
whidi had won her lore $ or, in other worde» it was the idea 
that he was wholly hers ; and Hm thought, (which eoggeated 
itself in sfnte of her strugf lea) eren of one of thoee tranaitory 
infideliliea of the rather lhaa the aool* whieh were In 

general etill less regarded in that age than in oors* was temUe 
to bet imagination. Hagar was a JeweeSt indeed, hut etiU a 
woman $ Pauline hanlly exaggerated the truth, when she 
oonfeseed that she was ^* fearful nvt.** 

The scene, which the reader has viewed by moonlight, 
presented a somewhat different character when warmed and 
illumined l)y tlie beams of the niominjs^ sun. The same siill- 
ness, indeed, the same idea oi loneliness and mystery pre- 
vailed, which to this day enwraps the Erdre: but the air was 
cool and invigorating, the leaves glanced and stirred, and the 
human heart, as usual, bore sympathy with the joy of nature. 
Patilinu herself was not long of yielding- to the iiiRueuces 
whif'h seemed to ram down from heaven upon the earth. 

Look, father," said she — for by this name she frequently 
addressed the philosopher, — would you not think that these 
trees and shrubs, and yonder hiUs and waters, were things of ^ 
life like ourselves ? Do ^ou not feel the breath of the flow- 
any and hear the whisper that runs thj^ugh the grove ? It 
floems to me as if I were at home ; and tnat I feel» for the first 
lime, as one belongmg to the Igreat family of nature 

H is a wholesome thooght,^y daughter/' replied (Mros* 
mandeC ^* and more true ihm diou dost imsjrine* We are 
all things of life, from the dod to the worm, from Ike worm 
m the angeL All matter is the bo^ of spirit; and to Oemi- 
equid distribution of the latter u owing the varietoi pieeented 
by the universe. The flower hath mcwe of spirit than the 
clod, on whose juices it doth live the lamb mih. more of 
spirit than the tlower which it crops in passing along; and 
man hath more of spirit than beast, vegetable, orearthf which 
he cbangeth or devoureth for his owa profit." 

15» 



Digitized by 



174 



*• Alas f that nature should thus flourish upon her own hann# 
and that ^ve of the humaa race shouici be the most destraoUve 
Qf her children l*' 

Nauire, my child, mnj change, and reproduce, but she 
destroyeth not. The juices of the clod still live in the body 
of the flower; the perfume of the llower still sweetens the 
blood of (he Iambi and all things grow in the growth and 
atrmiftheii in Ihe atrength of the general devourer, man." 

^ But mm eanaoi devour aphrit, else wonld the greater 
•iter be the greatest wit* Yet the spirit does not diet'' 

Neither spirit nor matter diedu If thoa bora this tree 
to the giennd, it is not destfoyed, even in its eoipoieal part. 
Iti snbstanee Is merely deeoinposed by the move snbtiie body 
of firSf and retarns* in smoke end ashes, to Ihe elements 
.wbenee it arose* Its i^it, in like manner, m shed abroad 
over genera! natore; and that whieh animated a tree eiall 
liireth in the body of the universe." 

•* But spirit, my father," said Pauline^ endeavouring to 
grasp the ideas which flitted indefinitely through her half-cul- 
tivatcd inind, has spirit, which is the nobler part, no power 
over matter .^ Would the tree, think you, if so animated, 
remain for ever fixed to the earth ?" 

•* It is the distribution of spirit," replied the philosopher, 
*' to which is owing^ the inequalities which exist in the scale 
of being. The meanest worm that crawls, hath more of spi- 
ritual essence Ih-m the proudest o^k ; and it is not lill w e as- 
cend to man. that we find the quantity sufficient to operate a 
chauoe upon his mortal destinies. Man is indeed lower than 
they that are called Spirits by way of exeellence, and his sold 
is dogged by its earthly tabemaele; still, he hath that within 
him, whieh, if wdl m|d boldly nsed, will make even the de* 
mens tremble.'^ 

The chedi of the Damsel finshed, and her bosom ihrobbsd, 
ae liiese words awakened a tndn- of glorious and daring 
thoughts. 

Woold that I weie es yon," she exdaimed, •* O Oioe* 
Buuidel 1 If to read and IM, asid pray— 4f to ootwateh 4ie 
midnight lamp— 4f to give up weal^, and hcnlth, and youttt, 
and pmasure, and the worid's am>kme, would mid^e me other 
and higher than 1 am-Hiheernally would the sacrifice be 
mader 

" I knowit," replied the sage, calmly ; " Thou couldst not feel 
other wise^ if thou wouldst^ for such lofty, yet vague aspira- 
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tf—gy m > poffigo of ft< gift €f life % iil o ir o J mpon Aee by 

thy faliifr. The wslolihigi, md tetings, and vtodies, how* 

ever, of the master, render the duties of the scholar less ar- 
duous. Knowledge may be acquired by communicatioa as 
well by search. But enough for lUe present* At another 
lime we rony in Ik farther.'* 

** And why not now ? I fear you mistrust me because of 
my youth, and because T am a woman; but in aught that 
Christian hands may dare — in aiig-ht that involves otience 
nr iilirr to God nor iiinn" — Orosmaiulel Fiiiiied sarcastically, 
but observing that she paused, disconcerted by his look^ he 
resumed his usual serious and benignant expression. 

I fear,'* said he, that we should difier in our estimate 
ef vbat doth constitute offence. Even now thou didst blame 
dto &>wer for drinking the joieet of the sod, and the lamb for 
bfonmtlg OB the flower, and maia himself for decomposing 
the bodies, and shedding abroed Ibe apirits of his feUow*beinge 
oTtbeeifthr 

Nay, my fiitiher, I was haidly serioDS in Ibis; for with* 
mi eiieb nooriehnieal^ the iower woold wittier, and man die, 
and ihoe a greater e?tt be prodaeed than the marring of the 
meaner wotks of natore. Bnt Tet, ie there not danger to 
weak intellects like mine in sucti a system!' If all things 
are heiuL^s ffifted alike with life and spirit, where lies the line 
oi di.sUncuun between tliose tliat arc cuniinon and those that 
are sacred? — between those that are i^iven to man for the 
t!si ^ of his body, and those that arc lunccd round, even Iroiii 
tus vcne^eance, by the inlcrdiet, Thou shalt not kill ! I linv(? 
heard of plants which so nearly approach to animal life that 
thev shriek when wounded, and of wild animals that are 
capable of beinsf converted, by education, into men. To 
what seale of being does the dominion of man extend? and 
where is the limit thereof? Suppose him to overstep the 
bound, and well may he do ao where the line ie so indefinite, 
and iday from some motive, higher and nobler, we shall sup- 
pose, than that which arisen from the wants of his body, an 
individual of hie own kind and rank in creation-— is not thia 
murder?^ 

** It is the deeompoeing a more perfect fonn— the detach- 
ing from an indivioud part, and giving to the univeiae, a 
greater p^nrdon of divine eseence.*^ 

How 1" exclaimed die damsel, in indignant snrprise. 

**It is as I have said," replied Orosmandei calmly, 
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man taketh away vegetable life because he ia hungry, and 

animal iile to appease some fouler instinct of his nature. 
These are crimes, ii committed without sutihiieiit motive; for 
he shall not be held guiltless if he root up the produce of the 
soil, or slay the meaner animals to no purpose. Reasoning 
from this analogy, 1 would say — as a looker-on, however, 
rather than an actor in the business of life^ — that a motive 
muij exist pulhciently high and urgent to authorize what in 
the vulgar language you have denuiiiinated * niiirdpr.' " 

Great Godl and do 1 hear suah dopiriue Irom yimr 
lips ?" 

It is the doctrine/* said he with a smile, of all schools, 
and all ages ; although thou art as yet too little aceuatomed lo 
auch idle disputatkm to note the difference between words 
and things^ Men seize npcm their neighbousBy and convert 
them into cattle ; and the woild does not condemn beeasfie 
the skin of the eiave is darker hi hue then tluit of his master* 
The soldier slays his neighbours, and for no betlsr reason 
than that his pt ince desires it ; the patriot slays his prince itt„ 
order to avert a tax upon the country ; yet nei&er homicide 
18 called a murderer. I say nnto thee that a motive mcty 
exist which shall render the decomposing of the elemental 
form, and the shedding of the spirit, wheilier ol manor beast, 
a work not only innocent but laudable and viriuous 

Pauline was for some time silent in dismay. The specu- 
lations of Orosmandel were often dark and mystical, and she 
had before now had occasion to wonder at the slight conside- 
ration in wliich he seemed to hold those words and things 
whicli i)h^nrh the cheek of other men; but till this day, al- 
though frequently tending- towards it, he had never given her 
a general glimpse of the theory whence appeared to emanale 
all that to her was singular in his opinions. Being a womatt« 
she could not hold her tongue for ever» wl^en words had been 
spoken which soonded'like blasphemies to her ear; and too 
uninformed to expose his fidlacies by reasoning, she had ve* 
conree, like other ignorant persons, to Scripture. 

Your doctrine of spirits»" said she, I fatr is not only 
dangerous but damnable: it is opposed to holy writ.'* 

M Oa the* conttaiy, ** said Oiosmandel, it Is based upon 
Scripture. Every line of the saered writings inculoales tiie 
connexion and integrity of the whole system of the universe ; 
and in the book of Ae Pieacher we j^d express mention of 
the souls of beasts/' • 
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<>^B«iltow OrMi Ilai0WiMiihing;bpiMi<iitkdoeMM 
iNftteriqplnnlm which Tiita ezpadieneet 
Aie Ihe eternd and inmiilable laws of Ood ti> he Imfcen «t 
Hie plemi^i or according to th^ reason of so falliUe a being 
as man 

*Tiie divine laws," said Orosmandel, speaking" carelessly, 
as if appearing to tire of controversy with so weak an antago- 
nist, *' are neither eternal or immutable. They were pro- 
mulgated for the benefit, not of God, but of man ; and were 
therefore wisely adapted to the wants and uses of a being 
whose condition is subjected to piM pf tual and infinite change. 
Are they to be set aside, thou demandcst, according to the 
fallible reason of a mnn ? Why this is done every day by 
pope, cardinal, or bishop,— nay, by the meanest priest thai 
aver heard confession, aiid absolved the sinner from the con- 
sequences of transgression. Bal even setting aside the prao- 
liee of the Ghnatian ehurdi in our day, which aome heretics 
conceive to be erroneous, we find ift erefy page of Scnptare 
imaiiswerable evidence of the adaptation of tha iaws of Qod 
to the malBlttiily of hnmaa life. To take an extreme case, 
far the pnrpoee of afoidiDg any eariUinf with regard to die 
bmouaneae of the aotioii» the world was peopled at first by 
Ae ineeatnoiui loTee of its infaabitaBla. This was eemmaaded 
—due was a law of Qod* A raost bowever, which is thne 
propagated, deteiiovates in the course of a few genefalionst 
and would ptohahly finish by sinking to the scale of the 
beasts. The law, therefore, which had been institnted Ibr 
the good of mankind, was for the sfood of mankind not only 
repealed but icvtrsrd; and the means alluded to, aftei \\9 ex* 
-pedience had ceased, was declared to be an enonnous and 
deadly sin. But this talk is unproliialjle. Thy miiul iiiust 
first be purged of prejudice before it can aduiit truth. Of 
til is, however, rest assured, that no philosophy can be true 
which is irreconcilable with Scripture and with this whole- 
some doo rna the s^ge concluded lus lesson. 

i^aulinc made no reply. M'h(^ conversaiion which she had 
held with the old man on her present join nc v, hnd more con- 
fused than enlightened lier^and she desired rather to ar- 
range her thoughts than to overburden her mind with new 
ones, &he was glad when the philosopher ceased to speak ; 
and in order to change the curfont of his ideas, she reminded 
him of a qoestion she had put on their leaving Hngu^niont^ 
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**1 had forgotten,'* said he, and he added, between his 
teeth, in a scarcely audible mutter, '* The lagging cur I il he 
do not howl lor this !" a fid taking a small silver horn hoin 
beneath his cloak, he ap])lied it lo his lips. Pauline remem- 
bered that on askings her qiu stion, as they left Hugueinont, 
he had sounded a low noie upon this instrument, saying to 
her, ** Anon,"' as if pronnsing a speedy answer. The blast 
at pre^^nt was hardly iouder, and yet a])])ear( d to vihrnte ia 
the ail at a !jrcat distance. He paused, and looked in the di- 
rection oi i\ antes. Presendy some object was seen crossing 
an open space with the speed of a hare ; then the foliage 
srored neamr the xoad ; and then an uncouth crealure* appa- 
miljr neither matt nor beast, darted out of the wood, and 
apvang at one boond upon the sage'a hone, where he eel 
npon the neck of the animal in the manner of an ape. 

At thie apparition» Pauline could not wptesB a scream, and 
a hoarser cry arose from more than one of the bold bosoms 
nemr her. The hofses, hewemr, appeared to be still more 
affeeted by the intnieion* Some look tiie bit in their 
months, ami fled at fall speed; while others, nnder more, bnt 
not betlOT eommsnd, plunged and reared as it they would 
have thrown Ihefar riders. Orosmandel alone looked fixedly 
at the strange figure before him ; and his noble steed rt> 
mained as motionless as if he had been cut out of ytoae. 

** How now, sirrali V ^aiti the philusupher steiuiy ; •* Must 
I call twice ?" 

" Forgive me, master," replied the dwarf, shaking with 
terror; "I was detained in answering the questions of luai 
whom thou didst command me to obey ; but when once free, 
I came at thy bidding, even as an arrow cleaveth tlie air." 

Pauline, as well as De Briqncville, and the others near 
him, had by this time recognized through his goblin dress, a 
well-known slave— some said a familiar— of Orosmandel; 
and, although their surprise was undiminished, they weie 
able to look without terror on one to whose imp4ike form 
they had been reconciled by habit. The line was speedy 
redressed, and in utter silence ; for none of the whispmd in* 
tercommunications were heard, to which an unusual or tern* 
fyifig cireomstenoe gires bir^ Each num keked up hte 
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thoughts in his own breast; and many would not trust tliein 
with freedom even there, but held them down Witii aves aod 
Qtedo8 ior ihe rest of the jouriu y. 

OrosmaiKk'l, in the mean time, after having inibrmed the 
damsel that she should had her father at lia Verriere, con* 
tinned his route unmoved, with the dwavf 0iittii|r behind hire. 
Sometimes they conversed, bul it was in an unknown tongue* 
JDe BriqaenQef who had been in the Eait« thought thto len- 
gaage lesembled Arabic ; but he wm never heard to make 
Siruer lemark on the subject, except in thenkmg God tlwt 
'he did not noderetand a word of it. 

Nothing eke worthy of obsemtioii oecnrred tiD they reach* 
ed La Yerriiie. Of this place Pauline had a Tei^ indlstioet 
mcoliectioih never havhig been there ainee her diildhood ; and 
now she no longer wondered thatjher lather ahould have cho- 
sen another domicile ftOT her, or that he himself should have 
sunk, while inhabiting it, into the melancholy and abbtracied- 
ness for winch he was remarkable. 

The chateau was a dark and sombre fortress seated on ihc 
brink of the lifeless Erdre. On the landward side, bL^ides 
its wails and ditches, it was defended by dark won'h and 
morasses, as intiicale of passage as the stronghold oi the Cre- 
tan monster. On the sifle of the river all neeeps W iS cut (iff, 
except by u narrow and secret ciiannel, winding through the 
floating swamps that were called in the language of the dis- 
trict " plains." In summer these were covered with the 
rieheet T^getatioili so tempting to the eye of cattle* that every 
year many a atrong ox perilled and lost his life in order to 
gratify his appetite. The ground aonk under hia ftiet while he 
rioted io the meal ; and, in endeavouring to regain the fimi 
earth, it usually happened that he plunged into some treaeh* 
eroua hole, deceiTed by the graaa which coated its aurfrce, 
aud diaappeared in a golf, 

« WhM Asm fiohm Uue eould tooeh the grcund 

Paaline, acquainted thouirh she was with Brittany, where 
at that time ahiiost every gentleman's house was a regular * 
fortress, shivered as she crossed the liisl drawbridge, and 
heard the rattle of the chains as it was raised behind her. She 
was stiil, however, it might have seemed, in the open country, 
for her way lay with many a turning and wiii(lnii(, through 
woods and jungleti and morpsaea, where the earth trembled 
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beneath their feet. The second gate was, in like manner, 
passed, and almost tlic same scene still conuiiued ; for the cas- 
tle whif^h they bf held at a distance, had vanished on their 
entering the pre( incis. At length she stood within the court- 
yard, and saw the heart of this mystery, with feelings not 

S Bally difierent from those of the unwilling visitors of the 
tnotaur after traveisiag the Labyrinth. It was a huge but low 
iNiildiiig, of prodigious strengtb, black with i^e, half hidden 
by the lortificalion termed a curtain, its few wipdawB almost 
w narrow as loopMes« and the only vieible doorway aniiiL in 
flie ewthy like the entrance to a subterranean habitalion* 
^ Up tothia moment Pattltne» who waeonly too happy to be 
permitted to aee her father anywhere, bad indidgod in no spe- 
ealatiOMi npon the eense of her present visit. She had » 
oeived the anmmona aa a boon» and looked forward with 
girlish delight to the freedom ehe wonid enjoy in roaming 
among the woods of La Verri^re, and skimming in some 
fairy-like bark the piacid waters of the Erdre. She now re- ' 
collected, however, with an imcoailorlable but indefinite sen- ' 
sation, that the chateau, and all things pertaining thereto, had 
been a forbidden topic at the Hotel de la Suze ; and that her 
father, so far from giving her an invitation to his h ibitunl 
country residence, had on more than one occasion silenced 
her with sternness, and almost violence of manner* when ahe 
hinted her desire to visit it. ! 

** What can have produced so sudden a change?" she in- 
quired mentally, as she atooped her head to enter the low 
vaulted door. Why am I here at last ? and how long ana I 
to remain in a place that looks like a dongBOQy and' amoDe 
damp and faint like a bmyin^wiit ?" 



CHAPTER XV. 

Before conducting the reader into the interior of La Ver- 
riere, it is necessary that we bring up another group of the 
travellers, with whom we t^etout; for our narrative is like 
that of Saiicliu Panza, in which a certain number of sheep 
were to be ferried across a river one by oa©t and» if good 
count were not kept, the atoiy was at m end» 
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Sir Archibald Dou2:l;is and David Armstrong, as we have 
seen, followed clusc upon tlie processional mnrch of the Dam- 
sel of Laval ; both interested m its progress, m ihe same man- 
MTj and in pretty nearly the same degree. 'I'he knight, how- 
ever, had the advantage of his fritnd, iiiasmuch m he could 
talk boldly and openly of his hop9B attd bit love ; while our 
unfortunate scholar shut up his senret in the depths of his 
own bosom, where its stirrings were even as those of the 
Mas of Titan.,, The luught, in fact, in spite of X>avid's natntal 
ahxevrdness, was aft times iodiiied to suspect iiim of bebgnot 
altogether composed in his intBUecis ; and he did not seniide 
to attribnte whatever daanafe he might have snstaiaed therein 
to the vain studies in which he had found him eogaged, and 
dbove all, to the doetrines of that peraicious heathen* Nigidius 
Figulus. 

When the Damsel and her party were encamped for the 
night ai Iluguemnntj ihe two friends were prowlinor about the 
neighbourhood and circling iuund lIil; clitilcan like birds of 
prey. David, indeed, perhaps saw with his own eyes the 
wandering Jewess skimtoing along the path ; but if so, the 
sympathy which should have revealed her to him, even 
through the guise of a peasant, must have been rendered pow- 
erless by the unhallowed nature of his pasAion. Ue knew 
her not, and she passed on her way. 

" Tell me, Archibald," said he, when they awoke in the 
morning, *' have you again been taking advantage of my eyes 
being shut, to get up and straTague about, like an evil-doMria 
the night ?" 

*^ On ihe contrary, I never slept more soundly in my life/' 
That is well ; for something tells me we are anon to have 
Med of a stout arm. As for me, I am a man aoeustoflsed all 
my life to the study of humane learning, and to lie dceaming, 
Ami morn till night, under the peaceful trees of Aeadesua. 
Even this sword is strange to my hand ; it being Atflai, 
called in the veraacular cudgels, tliat we move afieeted at dm 
univenity, as instruments better adapted to scfaolaatie humi- 
lity, and tiie meekness of demeanmur whieh befitleth Ohtkh 
lian priests. However, I must do as I may. "We do not 
excel in all things alike ; and of few it can be said, * Nee in 
armis prjcstantia quam in toga.' " Notwithstanding this hu- 
niiliLy, however, as David Inired his arm to the shouldeff to 
prepare for his morning ablutions, lus eye rested witix sooiq 

voi«. I. la 
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mmfSkmney upon • Ml of Mfldoit whkli waU Iwradom 
hiMioiir ID m ^aai«tor» mfnStmkonA playir with U» swoni* 

li li an mdHCwmliy good ma for aelerici" rMiorkod tlio 
kaigfat. **Tlm^mmt£m,mQinBgxuidtBtymnA^ 

ed 8taeU were no doubt nourished to their present growth by 
liic exercise of turning over the leaves of your a, c I L»u.i 
whence is your presentiment of evil ?'* 

•* Of the devil, for au^ht I know. But be this as ii lULiy, 
the temple of Jupiter Putuleius is assuredly open, an I ihe 
sooner vou loosen your sword in its scabbard the better. 'Fhe 
liouse of Mars last night euteilained a visitor wlio rarely 
inters there for nothing; and I never dream afs I have juat 
now done, wiiiiout awakin^ to strife in the mornin{r." 

** As for that same temple," said the kniirht, they are ail 
of them open in Paris every day in the year, morning, noon* 
aod nights and it is better to awake to strife than he awaken- 
•d by it; which I taka k> have bmi your oatOt Davidt in 
what yaa eall your peteefal Academia, satan lioiai a wmIi» 
Biit comet what was your drena 2 £zpaBid« ai we mabti 
aloag; ibr yonder we ahail meet a groap of paaaeala who 
have dottbdess passed die proceseiaa/' 

My dfaam«" aaewered Dand> was not of aolionet but 
af fiaalings ; not of j^acea, bat of Totd and Taoaney. Tlnaia 
waa darluiesa around me, a»d donday aad ahadowa. I waa 
aether in the air, nor on die earth, nor in the waAaia* I 
sought, aad eoaU not findi I opened my eyea till they 
ached, and could see nothing ; I strelehed Ibith my hands, 
aad emptiness was in my ^r^sp, . My life was disappoint- 
ment. I was alone ; aad l!iat was rijiscry and a^"un\'^ mui 
terror — aluue in eternal niffht — alone m lUiiuiLable space ! 
M ethought hell iuuii would, iiuve been a welcome refuge from 
Auch a doom." 

" Motile r of God!" cried the knight, but that was a 
dream ! Had I been you, I would have shouted to every 
saint in the calendar." 

"All would have been in vain. I knew that the saints 
would spuro, and the demons laugh at my prayers. The 
anathema had gone forth, and I was a banWied man alike 
from heavcm and earth." 

I fear me, David," said the kaigfat uiter a pause, and lay* 
iag Ilia hand affectionately .npoa hia friend'a ahoulder, aa lliay 
lada Bidr by aide— I fear me, yon hava eamethina wane aa 
yoar eonaeienee than the breaking even of tonamm oroama. 
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1: 50, take heart of grace, and lay the matter before the Holy 
Molher; or i! you be ashamed exceedingly, be^n with St* 
Bride, and she will help you on. If I jiiyscit may aid in 
youT penance, either in person or purse, I am ready at a 
word ; for well I wot, that however great be yonr sin, it is 
the sin of a Sqot and a g^cniieniaa. Yet tnke heed, tJrnt no 
penance can avail witlioiu repentance. Take Jiold of this 
cret enemy of your soul, and cast it foftth, even if it cVing lo 
your iicart-stniigs : tciir it nwnv, even if blood tears jrush 
after it like water. Kemeinber, O my friend I that the earth 
is but for a time; that our most darling rices «re bttt at 
Momm that pass away ; and gm not up heaven for a per- 
htmm, and atanity ibr an ho«r V* Sir Archibald spoke with 
■Hrt i au ; and even at that moment, David coald not haip 
turning aa admiring eye upon him, as he rode proudly and 
kMly on, with tba air of a Obnatiaa knight who diadained 
la ehooaa but batwaen vietory aod ma^tjnkMS* 

^ I win Tapani iiat»" aaU tha eeboiar» and eMrfaaa aftai^ 
waada* Tea,'* eoatuiiiad ha, ^catching tha aathoaiaaaEi of 
Ua w wnpan i o at ^* oot it ahaU eaiai«» that poiaon-Aowar whaaa 
fOOtB are the life-atiinga of my heart ! Tha idolatrous image 
ahall be broken, and ita fragments cast forth. I promise, 
Archibald — and when I promise, not hell itself shall turn me 
back— I promise ihnt within iour-and-iwenty hours—** 

** Hu-'^h ! we shall !)c [»rescntly overheard. Saint Bride un« 
dfirstauds wiiat you would promise, and that is enough." 

•* 1 ]»rornise," continued David lu iiimself, as the group of 
peasants came up, ** that the image of Hagar shall forth from 
my brea«t, if T dirr it out with my poinard ! that is, al l or — 
after I loarti that slie ]ias reached the Iionies oi" her unheliev- 
iiig clan, and is there in safety — and peace — and honour !" 

After Sir Archibald had aaked his usual questions, and aa* 
certained from the answers that Madamoiaalle de Laval was 
In health and atle^, and within very few hours' journey of 
her father's abode, David liagarad to extract, if possiblOf 
wtthMt making a piain damaM, Uie inioraiatiao moat lata* 
Tooting to him. 

^'Boaa tbo Damaal joomay akme," aaid ba, ««oxeep4ittg 
bar Moortf* 

'^AhNio.** 

Tbo wtobdiad oatda!" (onde) they aoont iker ibrno- 
body I— «Tfaat is, my ^mihy people, you wmdd aay» in 10010 
aort alonat aa qualifying the azpreasion. For instanaet tboio 
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be her maidens, her two maidens, * to kama her yellow hair,* 
as the song goes— and if I said three, perhaps I should not 
be far mistaken. Is it two of ilie feminine, or three, tiiai iol- 
low the litter ?" 
« Two.'* 

** Then one oi ilie bower-lasses must have been taken sick 
at Hugueriiont; for liiose queans have d ainty stomachs, that 
will not sit easy undor ?iny gallimaufry tlint may be gt)ing on 
the rond." Bui ihe peasants assured him that the two they 
had seen were veritable bowcr-maidens, and that the damasl 
had had no other personal attendance from the first. 

And ye dare to teU me/'-aaid Bavid, almost with a 
shomu yet grawing pile at the same time, that the Dameel 
and her two meiiiala aze the only femhime In the praoee- 

What edraiitafe shonkl we gain by teiling a lie !" ve- 
plied ^ peaaaiita. There ia no odier woman anongthenir 
gende or esmnie; although we indeed heatd aome idle atoiy 
of one who glided through the batred gate of Hnguemont, and 
flaehiag along the road like an eril apiiit, disappeared among 
the W(Mda of La Yerriire/' 

"It is BO idk etory," aaid another, ** for I saw her with 
my own eyes. She was dressed in a cloalc like one of our- 
selves; but beneath, I could see raiment of gold and silver, 
and wings upoji licr shuulders. She passed along quicker 
than the wind, yet without bending the grass ; and her iooi 
made no sound when it touched the earth.** 

** What is the matter, David ?" cried the kniirht, ** Are yon 
clean disii;ui(rht ? or do you olan; in that fashiem to frighieu 
the goi)d people w ith the countenance of Hriphmodai 

Silence, Arcliibald ! In another inommt I siiall.be able 
to think — and then act." 

Is it even so i Alas, I now see it all ! Yet why thie 
mystery with one who would tmst ide Tery soul to yon ? Yon 
love yonder damsel, whom I recommended to the protection 
of Mademoiselle de Laval ; andalthongfa so nobie4ookingt she 
is perhaps the daught^ of some mesalliance, and so yonr 
heatt is torn asunder between pride and passion. But, cou- 
rse ! There is that in yon wnicfaf with the aid of Ood and 
good fortune, would shed nobility upon a peasant's brow/* 

O that she mr^ a peasant ! O that her fiither were a 
boDdman, and her brothets and sislen the meanest of 
slaves of tba soil r 
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I wottU knMl aft her feel before Aa eMemUed wofU* I 
woold smlc myself to her stetkm-Hir ntther leiiaher Id mnie' 
—ay, to hKftiev then mine* I wmid elew a way for her eHber 
wilhttiy whf (Mr my ewoid, till high^bom dtniee aheoU enry 

the fofftene of my graiaeas bride! But eome, let ns sj^r on, 
for this is idle tfdk. If she is indeed at La Verri^re, she is 

in the clutches of one who, if her own knowledge be correct, 
}ias neither fear nor mercy." They accordingly put ihcir 
horaea to their mettle, and rode on in silence j the knight more 
than ever perplexed with regard to David. 

If it is not ignoble birth, thought he, which is tlie slum- 
bling-block of my friend, ^vhat can it bo ? She is too young 
to have imbibed those heretical (j[)Lnians which would be a 
just bar to their union ; and David's nund is not of that >«nb- 
stance wliich would become tlie thrall of mere beauty, unat- 
tended by worth. Is she already a bride, or the betrothed, 
of another ? God forbid I that were worse than all ! Or, has 
sin shed its withering influ'eiiee on ^eir love— and doea the 
betrayer shrink iVom veatoriag peaee to the boaom he has 
robbed of virtoel 

The last anppoeitioot alAough the mMt diahenonraUe to 
his fnend, appeared, under all eireomataneeai Aa inoet pro- 
bable ; and Sir ArehibaU* aftar mnaiog npm the aobjeet for 
some hoiiia» in the aomaa of whieh he aighed . heavily and 
oAen ahook hia head, ai length eaoghl hM of hia^el»apa<t 
mm*» bridley.and bringing both hoiaea to a anddm halt» 
planted hhnaelf before Uniy ftoa to foea. 

^* It ia now time/^ aaid he, fixing a severe look npon the 
enlprit, ** before accepting the assistance you have offered 
ine, to know whether I can honourably render vou assis lance 
in return. Answer me, yea or nay, and ds plainly as I ask 
the question : Is it your purpose, after delivcrinof this damsel 
from the hands of her enemies, to marry her according to the 
forms oflioly church?" 

Now God forbid !" cried David, starting back ; and may 
the saints forgiice you for patting such a thought into my 
head?" 

" You love lier," continued the knight, elevating himpelf 
on his saddle, till he sat as stiffly as his lance; '^and many 
things that escaped my apprehension at the time convince 
me now that you love not in vain. The parting glance whWh 
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she ffave you in the Pomme du Pin I read only as touch ingf 
the awkwardness of her then situation ; but there was in iir 
nevertheless, fear, sorrow, regret, warning, supplication, se- 
cret understanding", shame! Nay, hearken, for I will not be- 
Silent. If yon liave fallen into the snares of sin, it is no reason 
why you should plunge deeper at every step. The seducer 
is himself seduced by a more potent spirit of evil than his 
own; and so his fault may in some sort be reckoned rather 
veakness dian crime* Bui if, after the hour of intoxication 
is over, he refuse to repair the mischief he has don O ' U p 
give back the peace of which he has robbed his victi m ■ to 
build op anew the honotrr he has cast down->-he must be ac* 
counted an outlaw of natttfe, a wilful and purposed felon ; 
and must live henceforth a man- forbid, exeommimicatedae it 
were, from all offices of friendship and aflfeotioa. That nmn, 
were he now before me, I would trys as a ehriettan, to recall 
to the padur of hononr ; and, if my appeal were unsncceeafiilt 
it would become mv bonnden dnty, as a knight and a gentfe* 
man, to renounce him forever! ^ Speak! Am I miatakeft! 
But no- — thou art the man !" 

David, after in vain endeavouring to stop the torrent of the 
knight's eloquence, had listened to this speech with varying 
emotions of shame and indignation. At its conclusion he be- 
c^e deadly pale. 

** Sir Knight," said he, ** however heavily your acensatfon 
might bear against me in a niorril and religions seiisp, it but 
lightly affects my eliarar'ter, aceordiii^" to llif standard of 
honour reeognized in our present world ; and, tor the sake of 
old friendship, I gladly make use of the pretext for forgiving^ 
you, so far as your remarks apply to me individually. With 
regwd to her, however, whom I was so foolish and so nn* 
happy as to intrust to the safegnaid of your recommendation, 
I have another duty to perform. Anent hei^who is as pure 
as any virgin of your hoiise — you have most foully lied in 
your thought $ and In her behalf, 8ir Archibald Douglas, call- 
ed of &e Braes, I hereby deliver to yon itty mortal defiance, 
in the name of God, 9t. Ilicliael, and St. George and David 
backed his horse several p and drew hier sword. 

The kni^t was inwaroly pleased that his suspicions bad 
proved to be vnfoonded, although not a little chafed by the 
uncourteouff tmns in which his companion had replied. 

*» If this is a feud, said he, after a moment's hesitation, 
'* which may be prevented by acknowledgment of error on 
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o(ber» I flay* for the sake <tf old timea, lat thero ba paaoa W» 
twoea Ha* Bui if nol— and he dung, hia ahiaia bduttd 
Unit and ixad hia lanea upright, that laigiitlunre no ad- 
vantage oyer his opponent — the Douglas sword must not 
remain in sheath when its master is defied." 

"Bare not your blade,*' cried David suddenly, " for my 
spirit is vexed witliin me, ami the sight of a naked sword 
may be more than tlie placability of my nature can wiilidtand. 
I say not with you, let there be peace between tliee and me ; 
but only, let there be a truce for a while. I am weary of 
mystery ; and I postpone my challenge, till I can repeat it 
with an uncovered face." They were yet in a belli f^erent at- 
titude, Sir Archibald delaying to remove his hand Iroiii the 
hilt of his weapon, till David had first returned his into the 
acabbard — when a peasant girl rushed in between them. 

For ahame, messires," she said, do you proTe your 
lo¥e for yoor kdy by aeektng each to deprive her of a friend 
at a time whan ahe ia more than ever in need of friendship! 
8be iot whom you would ififht ia new safe La Vanciiie ^ 
aiftough safe for how long no one ean t^." 

l^en it ia even traet" criad Bavid, and ahe iled, like 
an anecmaekiiia doYe, mto the anare i Tell me not of 
at La Yerri^re. Ita vevy atmoaphaie is poiaon ; and I wul 
sway to adminiatar the antidota* or die with her*** 

It ia of the Damsel of Laval ahe apeaka/' aaid Sir Arahi* 
baU^* thia ia ahe who gave toe the mklniffht waniin|;/* 

**Axe yon for La Yerri^re?" demanded Marie» taming 
from her quondam acquaintance, and looking at the student 
with strong interest and cuiiobiiy — Aie you bidden? are you 
summoned ? are you sent?" 

I am." 

•* You come from messire Jean of Poitou?" continued she* 
sinking her voice to a whisper, half of terror* half of pity. 
David nodded. 

" And tills is he ! — the Third !" she glided up close to liis 
horse's side — Will you be warned?" Raid she, speaking ra- 
pidly, will you turn back ? or are you driven on by inevita- 
ble destiny? Death awaits you there— a cruel, bloody, and 
secret death ! Thia is true as if an aogel from God had 
apoken it. Will yen atill go !" 

"I wiU." 
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Then all is irue ! Do you know iliat there were two be- 
fore you ?'* 
*• Yes." 

« God help us ! but this is a strange and awful doom* So 
young — so handsome — so brave !" 

** T tell you, David," interposed Sir ArchibnUl ; '* she spoke 
of llie Damsel of Laval. Your liooded maiden, who is so 
nimble and noiseless of loot, may have escaped to Nantes, 
since U Mem ilmsQ m flometbiw £or her to dread at 1a Ver* 
ri^e." 

U is of the danMHsl I spoke," said Marie. As for the 
other, she is a living mystery, and asrvier walks abroad but in 
a tLotad. God knows it gnerss me to tbink ill of cm so 6dr 
and so purs looking ; but appsanMes are wofiilly ageinst 
8hs thstt described her meeting with Hagar, and lihe 
escape ef the lattert and wmA on thus: 

** And new, messires, she was at length fidrty at Nantes, in 
opm day, ami in the midst of « crowd whm no harm eoidd 
beftli her. The dread she had had of La Verri^ was mb- 
tnnl eqottgh «dt is a dread that eiren I should feel, hamble 
as I am, and no more to be compared to her in beauty than 
the weed is to the flower — had I not been, from my earliest 
girlhood, under ihe special protection of the Damsel of Laval. 
She had fled from this supposed danger, — in a word, from 
the lord de Retz — whom, as she assured me, with ail the ap- 
parent trLith and innocence of an angel, she had never seen.*^ 

" No more she had !" interrupted David, never even with 
the unconscious eyes of infancy." 

** Their recognition, then, of each other was a miracle ! 
When tlie process ioii of the mystery was passing by, ^he 
stood up, when e \ er) body else knelt, straining her eyea to 
catch a glimpse of the baron. He at length turned round when 
he was just beside her, and they sankd md bowed, as if 
they had. been prince and prtnesss!** 

Woman," said David, sternly, however gentle ywf 
tongue may be, you have yet bnl a poasent's apprehension^ 
The bow of the lord de Rete was a homage whieh the libms 
tine pqrs to bean^ : hem was die faabitnal and sltaost nneaa« 
sekms obeisance it one who is so noHieed by a sepssior.** 

Boi she was noticed still moie eondescendingly. She 
was invited to a seat in one of the prineipai galleriest and 
she who had fled from LaVenriire in such haste accepted its 
nMsler's offer withoat a moments hesitation," 
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Hesitation would have been impolitic and unavailinn; ; 
and she is one whose thought flies like lightning to the mark. 
Had she been called, uiuier such circumstaaces, to the i»caf- 
fold, she would have mounted with a step just as ready aad 
composed." 

1 am not her accuser," said Marie mildly, *' I would a 
ihousaiid time5 rather be her advocate ; hut as soon as the 
mystery was' over, she descended IVoiii iho gallery, inquired 
her way of those she saw in the street, and walked straight 
to the hotel de la Suze, the mansion of the lord de Reiz !" 

Da¥id looked as if he had been struck dead in his saddle ; 
!mt the next moment, startioif mto life, he bent forward, 
eaoglit hold of the girl with one nervoas ann, and, stripptng 
off her hood with the other, held up her face. It was a pale, 
lur &oe, rendered beautilul by the blush which bis eameat 
eeratiny brought into her cheeks* The head might have 
eate witboat question upon the shoulders of a baroness, for 
it exhibited none of the peculiarities of her condition. It 
was a portrait of woman; in which mercy, gentleness, and 
tro& were rendered stiH more apparent by the gleams of in- 
tdleel which shot from her eyes* Darid released her with 
a deep sigh. 

*• Furirive me," said he, you have spoken the truth as 
you iinderstiuu! it. ^'el will I rather believe il to be all a ma- 
gical illusion than distrust iier. Her enemy was not the lord 
de Retz — she was not even fully aware of the libei Liiiirim of 
his character. I pray you forgive me, and tell me, if you 
can, where she now is.'* 

" That i do not know; but the baron expected at La 
Verri^re this evening, and 1 have no doubt that she will be 
witli him, eilher by force or good-will." 

Farewell then, Archibald; let us part as fueudSf howe- 
ver we may meet." 

^y, messire, yon cannot possibly be there before sun- 
set, attd.aflei that hour no one may pass even the first draw- 
hndge without being able to give the word* Besides, it is 
not yonr time. Why attempt to hasten the doom that is upon 
yen, even by a single night? Stay with ns at oar village, 
whidi is ekm by ; and where, in the nMming, a ceremony 
is to take plaee, not worth your seeing indeed, bat which 
will help io pass the time till ttie lord de Rets can be spoken 
with," 

'«BeiteQi"saidDmvid. « Come iMcbftdd," and he xode 
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DII9 forgetting in his preoccupation of mind, thd h» loft her 
who was to have been his conductress belmid. 

Tell met" aud the knigfai, in a whisper, as he prepared 
to followt ^* tell mey for ibe love either of courtesy er of a 
broad piece of silver, what is the name of yonder chmed er* 
rant m whem joa spoke I*' 
^ I ctuuitt tell,'* replied Maiie, for I doi nol haow.** 

Her eoimtryr* 
^ She bee no eonntfy*'' 
« How !" 
Bhe ie a JswBas." 

Bacred heaven ! my worst guesses were as nothing to 

this 



CHAFTKK XVL 

The scholar's presentiment of strife mast be held to have 
been realized by his qnarrel with Sir Archibald; far nothing 
else occnited that day, tending hi mj measnre to the hoetile 
display even oi^tH^ At the village, all was peaoe or good* 
hnmonred memment; ei^ even Lisette, the sister of Jehant 
who was eapposed to have formerly had some notton of ap- 
propriathig the bridegroom'e afleelions to herself^ eeemed ta 
bear her disappointment with great eqpamtiiiiify* The hero 
€( the night was as jcyons aa a veiy tolerable dose of wtne 
oouU be expected to render a man looking forwnd to eo se- 
rious a ceremony in the momlttgt although it meat be eeo- 
ftaeed that he checked hlmeelf oeeaeionally in his mhth, and 
looked inquirin^y at Marie, with somewhat of the expiession 
of a noisy boy, who doubts whether his elder sister will not 
think liiin li little too obstreperous. If any one demands how* 
this union came about, we answer, that it came about in the 
natural course of things. The bride, both in regard of beauty 
and sense, was a fair mark for a villager's ambition ; and 
when Victoire proposed, Marie, nhhoucrh not in love, flionsrht 
he would do for a husband a little l)cUcr than any one else 
ghe knew, in the degree to which her choice was liniitnd. 
The necessity of a husband at ini^rht be another quei- 
ti<my if Marie b^d beeu thirty or forty ye^rii older* 
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The more David reflected upon the adventures ot liagar, 
the less "zlooiiiily he was disposed to view the subject. A 
pang of doubi had indeed shot across his mind at the mo- 
ment when Mane mentioned that she had entered of lierowa 
ac^id the house of the lord de KetZt but tiiis was speedily 
dumissed, as unvorlhj both oi him and her. He felt that 
the mk had been tun for Am aake^ and the idea would havo 
been productive of ae iniidi pain as pleasure, had he not ako 
believed her to be too wise and elearHBighted, to have gOM 
Into the lion's den without knowing well how to get out 
again* Hagar was, by this time» he had ittUe doabl» in aafii* 
tj with her friends al Nantes ; and (o-morrow he imJd be* 
gitt with an nntrouMed mind^heie David sighed heavily-** 
his wngnlar and dangerous apprentietehip. 

By this time, he, as well as Sir Archibald, had spoken 
more fully with Marie, whose frankness was increaeed by 
the impunity with which she had hitherto touched upon the 
forbidden subject; and, although the mystery which enve- 
loped La Verriere was as opaque as ever, he now saw, 
with tolerable distinctness, the fate threatened to himself. 
His unbelieving master had, no doubt, good cause for ihe 
horror with which he regarded Prelati ; for his too disciples 
had indeed been murdered. David, iiom the conversation 
he had overheard between the Jew and this person, could 
easily trace the esoteric meaning of the popular legend re- 
cited by Mane. Messire Jean, it was justly said, had l;ilioii 
into the power of the Evil One, for he had been detected by 
Prelati in the commission of a crime which plaead him for 
ever more at his merey. Prelati, besides« knew of his abode 
at FaHsi in eontravention of the savage edict against the 
Jews ; and thus he had been able to say» and say troly^ 
^ MThat more have I to do than nune your name, or even 
pemt with my finger^ to have you and year daaghter torli 
to pieces, the fragments bnmt with fire».and their ashes 
eeattered npon the winds of heaven 

8inee the fittal day when the Alehemist had fallen into the 
power of this man, he had booght his safety it appeared, 
amnetunes with gold, sometimes with hsman blood. This 
was the mystey. If Prelati was not the Fiend himself, in 
oamal form, what wvm the meaning of these horrible sacri- 
fices ? Was he really engaged in some such high researches 
^is he had hinted at to the alclu-niist ? and was the blood of 
lub a^i^iiiiiauls tu liuw upon the altar of the infernal deitieeT 
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or« wlial WM still move pivbaUef wcse Ihoir ]nr«i tci bmaie 
ferreii at the momeni when their progreas in the aetenee had 
Tendered then rivala of their maater. 

Who was thia Pfelati, whom he had aeen alive with bis 
own eyes, yet who was believed even in the neigfabonrlMHid 
of La Verriere to have perished at aea ? It was surely im- 
possible that Orosmandel could have any connexion with such 
atrocities ; yet was it not equally so that they could be car- 
ried on without the philosopher's knowledge? What, la 
fine, wag the relative position oi Gilles de Retz himself be- 
tween these two men, each so different, each so exlraoidi- 
nary, each IlJ^ sterious ? It was in vain to puzzle himself 
with such inquiries. Every thing around him was as inco- 
herent as the wildest dream that had ever flitted before his 
imagination. Nothing was certain hut the danger which 
ihieatened himself. 

It will easily be conceived by those who are still in the 
heyday of youth, and also by those who are able to leniemher 
' that era distinctly, that there must have been something still 
more attractive than terrifying to David Armatrong in the 
idea of exploring the depths of such a mystery. Thia feel- 
ing of the young and the bold, although perhaps nothing 
more than an elevated apeciea of curioeity, ia the grand mate- 
rial of the old romancera. It ia thia which ia peraonified m 
the chivalro'na adventurer who plunges into the gloom of pri- 
meval forests, and sonnda the horn at the gate of enchanted 
casdea. But aa for David, who belonged to ja people who 
were, at the epoch, as individuals, the most adventnioue ia 
Europe, he, no doubt, felt strongly enough the spirit of enter- 
prise: yet in him this was controlled by a certain degree of 
judoi'ment, or forethought — still better tiuvLluptJii among- his 
coiiiUi} iiicii 111 modern times — and if honour permiUetl, he 
would, ill vulgar phrase, h;L\(- '-joukedand let the jaw ga 
by" with any canny Scot in tlie realm. 

His motives^, tht r* tore, were of a mixed character. Cu- 
riosity, or youtiiful daring, may have led the van; but selfish 
speeui ation came immediately after. Gilles de Retz he 
thought, as has been mentioned before, was the dupe of Pre- 
lati, and in savinof one of tli(^ L^c atest and most iiillucntial 
ords of f]}e time from ruin, the young Scot thought he could 
not miss making his own fortune. Next came friendship ; 
for, in spite of their frequent quarrels, David would at anjr 
time liave perilled liis life in order to advanoe'the pioepeele 
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of Sit Archibald ; and gMmg io among tfiem aU, tppeaftd 
die TVilod and shadowy tona of IIagar» the intereate and the 
^my bemg of whose houae ajipeared ao ekiaety inwoveti wiih 
llio mysteriaa of La Vairiifa» that be coaM hardly a^arate 
tfiaii IB imaginathM. 

After passing an tihe detaOa of the aobject in review before 
him, David cmt to ^e same conclusion with which he had 
set out. In the first place, even if his inde iniic projects 
should fail, the danger ihaL ihreatened iuiii, judging by the 
history of the two former victims, could not be iiiiinediate ; 
in the second place, lie iiad a quick eye to see it afar off 
when actually on its way ; and lastly, his nerves were good, 
and his arm stronjr and ready for sel f-df ton ce — while, if the 
odds were too e?trong j^ganm him, he could show as lighl a 
pair of heels as any laa on the Borders, from sea to sea. 

The meditalious of 8ir Archibald were employed upon the 
aame aabjeot, and their result will appear in the following 
eonveraation which he held with hia friend in the momiii|f« . 

''David/' aaid he, *^ after due eonaideitttion^ I have now 
to demand your paidon for my mlworthy susfMcione, and to 
grant yon ninot even beforo you aak iU for a hatty word 
dra;wii from a heart which at the moment moat have been 
flOed with -bittaneaa and Goninaion- I wffl not mk in what 
manner you became eonnacted with the family— for lh»f ere 
fatber and daughter I will he awom-o-of die individoal who 
is called, no doubt by way of a nora de guerre, messire Jean 
of roitou ; for well I wot you must have fallen through ig- 
norance into the snare laid for you by the enemy of mankind. 
Neither will I speculate on the manner in which this history 
is to end. Your heart, my friend, is not one that will give 
up so easily as even you yourself may imnrrine, an object ithaa. 
once taken into its very being; and rather tiran see your youngr 
life pas? awny like n shndow, I would build upon the good- 
ness of the ever-Virgm in vouchsating to change the spirit — " 

»* Then would you build in vain,'* interrupted David gloom* 
ily, ** for Hagar wiU ba faidifiil alike in good and bad.'* 

^ Let me paas on» dien, to what I have to aayi leaving the 
laat to the merey of Piovidenoa. It appears, from all we 
have been able to gather, that yon have been trepanned into 
diia wpointment at La Veiritoe by meaaiio Jean ; that yon 
Imve bean aoid aa H weva^ to die Advevaary ; and that, amr a 
eertaui#me, yon wiQ be oflbred up to hm aa a Mood-saon* 
tea. If tkia ba tmet ant af the taali will avaO nothing. 

VOL* B. 17 
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But Satan, for all his cunning may be cheated. I, for ir»- 
stance, am a Chiksliaa Knight; my soul is unsoiled by such 
devilries as the transmutation of metals, or other profane and 
unlawful delusions ; and I thank God I own another master 
than Niffulus Fisfulus. Let me take your place, ^mte there 
iiuj.st needs be the likeness of a third victim: tfie only eye I 
shall have to avoid will be that of Orosmandei; and if yon 
will instruct me in what I have to do and to say, I have no 
doubt that by the blessing of St. Bride, to whom I connnit 
my protection, I shall bring the adventure to a happy ifisue.*' 

Had you listened," replied David, to the «spueatioii I 
offered of the synodal statute De Sortilegiis, an imperfect know- 
ledge of which seems to have clouded year understandtng— 

I declare before heaven I have noLknewMge of it whaW 
everl" • 

Well, well ; you would, at least, have leamt that alehe- 
my cannot justly be reckoned among either the profane or 
unlawful seiencea. The miraculous stone is not a delosion, 
but a reality ; and to question the possibility of the Clixk- 
Vitae, is to assic^n limits to the power and iroodness of Goii. 
But With all this unbelief," — and r)a\ i(i's solemnity nf visage 
relaxed into a broad grin — *'niethinks you conjoin a very 
extraordiJiaiy degree of credulity. I am sold, it seems, by 
a magician I I am to be otYered up as a Wood -sacrifice lu the 
devil ! Diabolum ludificare ! — I should, indeed, make a 
* precious harf^ain. My poor friend, this is all vcrv well for 
u soldier, but a scholar is not so easy of faith* Trust mo^ 
the affair in hand will be decided, not by spells and cautrips» 
- but by the arm of the flesh, and the wit of the spirit." 

Be it so," said the knight ; and then the question comes 
to be, which of us two is Uie fitter man for the adventure ; I, 
who» as a soldier, must perforce know some little matter of 
defencea and onslaughts, ay, and ruses and ambushes ; oir 
you, who^ at the best, have but led on Bauldy, and Nigel, and 
Andrew, at the university, to the breaking of a few pows, 
bare even of the hair which nature gave them for a defence? 
Besides, David, I would fain see you ti^e your vows in i ight 
earnest* and rise, before you die, to be at least a cardinal ; 
while, aa for me, if I do fall in the attempt, it is but the casu- 
alty ot a kiii;^liL-advcnturer in the way of Ins business — and 
the greater lack would be his, to di^ withia the very wails 
that hold the lady of his love 1'* |k 

Archibald, my man," said David, taking bis (riend'a 
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kndf and cbarittg Us Ami of a kiad of hiuldiMMNi wbkk 
kad baael U$ 3roa are dMRit as fioe a fellow as ever poised 
B lance since the days of .^t* G^oife ! Bat it may not be« 

Yuu have a career before you worthy of your ambition ; and 
the very difficulties in ilic way of your love should only be a 
greater exciieoieiit to a Douglas bosom. As for me, I must 
follow out my fate ; and, if the worst befall, it is imi a poor 
scholar liie less, and a single ray of science extiuct." 

The knight saw that it would be in vain to press fai dier his 
£reneroiTS offer; and the two friends passed tiie remaiuder of 
the lime in arranginc; the manner in whirh David, while at 
the chateau, migiit act most beneficially lor his ally. 

They were called up ia the morning by thoae musical 
sooiids which asually usher h\ a bridal day ; and which, in 
the ease oi^thi soas tA daughters of poverty (as well as in a 
few other casea^} may be said to resemble the clear, loud, 
last twang of a harp-strtog when it is bieakiag. Hie whole 
village was already a-stir; aod a smile was on every faee 
they sawt exeept one* The bride conld not be said to be 
eUher happy or otherwise. She was quiet aad sedate as 
iisnaly.and wonU have been the very last person whom a 
etxaager woold have taken for the heroine « the day* 

She looks," whispered tiie knight, ^ as if she thought a ' 
little of this merriment might be spared.** 

•*I warrant," replied D;n icl, \\ir vcMiruncula is busy with 
the future. She is thinkini^ wliat cUc tliau the ruuauius of 
her own bosom she will have to ofler the knave-bairns when 
they come. Alas! m that day there will be no mirth; and, 
I fear me, but little love. Sine Cerere et Baccho friget Venus : 
an adagium, Archibald, which means, that connubial aflec- 
tion dwindles down with the meal-poke. But I must now 
away. Marie, 1 thank you heartily for your hospitality — and 
for more than that, which I may one day be able to repay. 
I wkli you all manner of happinesSt and espeeialiy the gift of 
patient endoriBce; in token whereof I beg you will pennit 
me, in the room of a more eloquent valediction, to touch your 
eheek with my lips, ere yet its virgin-flowers are gathered*" 
I thank yon, nessace," leplied Marie, for your good 
wishes, and not the less that ttiey suit the time so clossly. 
As for myehertc,suiee.its wild flower»^r sneh is the name 
whidi oiur fablieia give to weed»— are'sttU my own, I shaB 
aoeept Juunhly the honour yon intend them ; but on oondition 
Aat yott tarry wiflina yet alttde while. Tfaere is Ae bride- 
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old time ; and, although I never heefd it myself, yet my cou- 
sin Lisette has a sweet voice, and that will make it worth the 
hearing. Will you siill go?" continued Marie, siukiag her 
voice to a whisper; '* Will you not be warned 

** I will tirst hear the bride-son^,'* answered David, gently; 
.and Marie, glad even oi' tho brief rcsj^iie slie had gained for 
the third victim, turued away to take her place in the cefs- . 
mony. 

She was crowned with tiowcrs, and seated on a chair in 
the middle of a wide circle tbrmed by the wedding guesta* 
Her betrothed stood near her ; and Lisette, the sister of Je- 
haiit tripping out from the crowd, and planting herself direetljr 
opposite the biide, fixed eanastly her keen bright eyvs upon 
her faoe, and commenced a song, whiA is to this day wmg 
on sttcb oceasioiis in the valleys of Brittany. 

" List Marie, list the nightingale, 

The singer of our native rale ! 

Alas ! a dearer voice they say, 

Hath drowned the burden of his lay, 

Whteh USk, m wamiiviMrtei, the paiiv 

TJie mfllit of an sftmal ehsin. 

Yet, Mane^ list Hia nightingale^ 
Ths swec^ ibigar of 1^ Tsls ! 

** List, Marie, li'^t — that lovely '^traia 

Shall never reacli thy hf an a^z iiii ! 

Another voice thou soon wik hear, 

.AnQthci liiusic hii timie ear— 

Not atwat/8 Uke the gentle tale 

Of the flweet ringer ct the valet 

List, Morioy list liis nig;htiagsfo, 
The s^vsl, Idnd idag«r £r tiie Tsle i*' 

Here the emphasis of tlie bridcmaid made some of the 
listeners laugh : and Marie, who had doubtless egpeoted 
quite another kind of wedding lay, opened eyes upon 
her iriend in grave surprise. Lisetto, however, vrcnt on with 
new earnestness, fixing a look upon the bride'i face, which 
bavid remarked to hie Gompanian miriithave " p^d off the 
•kin." 

Hark ! yet another voice doth come 
To Jiwell the discord of sweet home— 
The cry, long, peevish, and forlorn, 
Of thy young babe, lUy earliest bom ! 



Mingle the ^fe^a, the raothet's 'wmi, 

Hi^ more she hears the nip^iHnijile. 

IfUt, Marie, li^ the rnghtiiigale, 
The sweety blithe siiiger of the vale ! 

** Swiftly love's honeymoon hath pa«t. 

Then coldness comes — scorn — ire at last : 

Slowly goes by the chowlMi day. 

More ikiirlf craept the lu^l §m^* 

Pevching the neighbour trees «iiKNig, 

Tlie owl doth join her cradle seng. 

List, Marie, list the nightingale, 
The sweet, gay anger of the vale I" 

Marie darted ft look of indignation upon the* impertiiieiil 
ooonitmur, and turned Away ^ chair ; font Liaette mored 
round at the same momenti aii^ confronting her as before, 
fixed anew her ejec on her face, and oontinded the nuptial 
•ong. 

"Go then, dcvulcd girl, and give, 
For love that but a uioon doth live, 
The knre of yeen ; the village green 
For the lone faowewt^i eilttot leene; 
The music of the niglitiBgale 
Wot the owl's harsh and boding tale ! 

Thou wiUnot hear the nightiogeie. 

The eingSbof otir native vilOk 

**IiOve, man's good angel, doth depazt, 
And deoKNis eaoe the vacant heert; 
The goUet flows ; rode jest and song. 
Tin dbwn the wild debaach prohmg : 
Meantime the wife, by taper dim, 
Bingi^ with the owl, her eraflle hymn. 

List, Marie, list the nightingale, 
» The singer of our native vale I 

« Wine leads to folly WMidness— erime-^" 

Marie started up, her eyes Hashing with anorer^ and her 
l>OSOm hea\ ina;like the vexed wave ; l)iit, r('c t)l!ectiii5i herself, 
*«he sat dowfl* again, sweeping round licr cli;ur, however, till 
her back was turned to the singer. Lisette tripped round in 
the i^pe instant ; and, fastening her eyea earneatly npon her 
faoey^nmed the intermpted aong. 

^ Wine leads to felly— madinas crhue ; 
The taltfuif dice hanneoioni efaime 
To his hoarse Isu^; tiit OM If om^ 
FidUi^ ioelK% )nd house, and hooMiaie gone ! 
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He then returns by inorning*8 sun 
To her he dares not look upon. 

List, Mane, list the nightingpal^ 

** BeJi emSHt Jiilrf ilJ are gone. 
Hence, wvodercr ! — but not hence tSan^i 

Take thy young baby on thy back* 
Ant! follow in tby hnsbatid's track, 
] «oncly and ha^jeard, ijiute and pale, * - ' 
Away from thy dear 7,ative vale! 
« No more thou'it hear the nightingale, 

No more thoalt we our itatbe Tale !" 

Th« inride's courage could hold no longer. She turned 
away from her betrolhed, w^o stood trying to smile witli all 
his might ; and throwing here elf upon the neck of hei[ nearest 
companioiit bui^t into tears,* David took advantage of the 
conUiaioiiy miogled with jeers and laughter, which this inci- 
deAt oecasioned $ and griping his friend's hand for a inomenly 
almoat as fiercely as ihe operation had been pmr^nned by the 
Blaek Knight* he glided awiftly away in Ihe direetion.oi La 
Verriiie* 

The eeholar pUBsaed his way, aceovding lo the directtona 
he had preTionsIy received ; and at len^h reached a spot 

which commanded a view of thegpTi&teau of La Verri^re. It 
was an object far less formidable than he had expected j for 
the building, though extensive, were low, and possessed no- 
thing of the imposing grandeur with which his imagiiiatiou 
had invested the place. Their black colour, however, the 
strange lifelessness of the Erdre, and the unnatural siiilness 
which seemed to brood over the whole scene, impressed him 
with a feeling approaching to awe ; and a thought of the vil- 
lage he had just left, its smiling faces, and even ihe mirthful 
malice of Lisette's soiirr, came back upon him like a regret. 

He went on, however, without looking back, till he im- 
agined that he must be in the immediate neighbourhood of 
the chateau ; bat this landmark had now entirelgyjisappearedf 
and the adventurer* bewildered by the namb^%f low eml* 
nences swdiling around him in inextricable confusion* each 
exacUy resemUing the others, and all covered witUifr^it 

* The abore k a elsss tWMiellon of a very spirited French eong, pur* 
porting to be one nsnaHy sung at the nuptials of the Breton villager!. 
The translator legrtu that Im Bsaanf, eaU to^ mmd whsw lie £Muid tha 
origtaal. 
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ilopped short to inquire wlMthev he had not committad some 
mistake. He had set out on a well-beaten path ; but this bad 
no sooner eondneted him into the wildeniesft» ifaan tt Axii out 
iuio eo many branches, that it eovld no longer servB fair a 
guide* The multiplicity of paths, in &6t, was in itself a very 
temarkaUe chreamstance; and he observed ihat they nrely 
pcoeeeded fhr wlthont sweeping into a eiirve, the termination 
of which was lost among the trees, Sotnetimes this eould be 
aeoounled for by ttie intenFenlioii of a wooded eminence, or a 
swamp ; but even when these obstacles were not in the way, 
llic same eccentric course was observed. 

David was uiuviUiiig to proceed farther in iincertaiiUy, and 
climbed a tree in order to discover bis bearings. He found 
that his progress, though slow, had been in the prnj)er direc- 
tion. The turrets of the chiiteau were visible above an inter- 
venin<| wood, at no great distance; and the smooth bosom of 
the Erdre, shone on by the sun, was almost too bright to be 
looked on. In his descent, he had gained the lowest branch 
of the tree, and was just about to spring to the ground, when 
the appearance of a female figure within fifty yards of the 
spot made him paose* David riibbed his eyes, to make sure 
that he was awake; for it was the viUafe^ide he saw, in 
her bridal dress, and with the diaplet of flowen still on her 
head ! 

Maiie passed on her way, in her usual eomposed manner, 
lookiBg netlher to the right nor to the left, ana punned her 

Edi into a thidL grove, where she disappeared from his eye*, 
le first impulse was to call oat hersrame; bnt eheofcing • 
t^Sv he hardly knew from what n^otive, he leaped down, and 
sprang after her as lightly as a grey-hound. In the grove 
tlie path divided iiuu two bruuches, and in all piobability he 
tuok tlie wron^oue ; for, on emerging from the gloom of the 
trees, he fouad no trace of her whom he sought. It was im- 
possible, however, that she could be far distant — cenaiiily 
not a great number of yards ; and he put his hand to his 
mouth to ffive a hollo, which, if she recognised his voice, 
would probably produce an answer. 

At the moment his elbow was touched by some one be- 
hind ; and David, when he had turned round, good as he had 
boasted his nerves to be, alsrted baek several feet, and clap- 
ped his hand to his sword. 

*• Holy mother of God cried he, " what art thou! Aa* 
ewer, if thoa hast the gift of qpeeeb 1" 
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I am my master's man/' replied the dwarf, and ihou 

art no better !" 

*♦ Then is your master Beelzebub, you misbegotton imp ! 
Holy Mary ! that my heart should have leaped into my mouth 
for a jarkanapes ! Speak. Why come you t What ia your 
business ?" 

" I come because I am sent; and my boainess ia to vrel- 

oome thee to La Verriere.** 

I am much beholden to you ; in trofh I thank you 
heartily, and diere ia an -'end. Lei f» now part in God*a 
name ; for I promise yoo I would rather have a man of aiac 
feet, in full armottr» rise up before me out of the sod, than a 
shape like thai— larralis habitos, as we say^^op down upon, 
my traces in the midst of a wood, tike an acorn from a tree/^ 
** I know it, David," replied the dwarf, with a grin, " but 
for ail that we must be belter acquainted. Wert thou as nice 
of vision as any giii of fifteen, tbou will soon get accy^tonu d 
to ni(5, and we sliall be good comrades. What, shall we not 
be- brothers ? If we must labour with our necks in the same 
yoke, shall we not also take our diversion? I will show 
thee a way througii the swamp where the "ground is thinnest, 
and wlien the nigbts are darkest ; I will teach thee to follow 
the covj)Sp-lj<Thts into the thick of llie fen; s-omrtiuies we 
shall hunt the grey bat with bow and arrow, or mock the 
owl — which is rarer sport — when he singeth to the- moon ; 
and somettmea, for tl^ salyi of variety, we shall spear the 
snake as he rustles homeward through the grass, or fish 
' toads in the ditches of the chfitpau. Toada I these be eapital 
aporll Your loads of La Verriere are three times the ordi- 
nary size ; they carry poison enough under Iheir tongue to fiU 
you a ^ial : and then to see them goggling and gasping 
when they come up— ho ! ho ! ho ! it is ezdUent, I piomiio 
tfaeet** 

While the dwarf was speaking, David examined Urn ai> 

tendvely from head to foot, and before he had done, was 
sorry for the disrespect with whicli he had treated Sir Ai chi- 
bald's supersiiiion. The creature before his eyes h;ul nothing 
about him but the outward form; and that was iuutaled so 
iniseral)ly, that the beholder could only have been prevented 
from laughing by horror. Tliis iusus naturap, however, this 
goblin, whichever be might chance to be, was to be his 
comrade at La Vernrrc. Of what naturo, in the nanie of 
God, could be tbeix duty, since tor recreatiou they were to 
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SM9fW the ignis fatttos ov« hogs — ^tura Ibe bird of MkMm 
inta lidicule-— fiih leptiles for trouts — and bottle poiMmt 
Tiie schoUr beoan to aak himseir what pressing buaiiiMB bo 
hftd thoieatalL Hagar was off hia handa; and eran har 
father could not aoffar blama, if liia apprentice did not ehooae 
to be indented to Satan. At all oTentBi condoded hoi go witb 
a guide like tbia I will not. I aha}l return forthwith to^ the 
Tillage^ and take a human conductor thence to the ebliteau to- 
minnow moroing. Thna the enchantment will be broken 
which the wench Marie would perauade me I am under ; the 
appointed day will be past and gone ; and T shall make mj^ 
appearance at the crate a it:cc man, and iiui like a jongleur 
taken prisoner, anil led in by his own jackanapes. 

" Hark ye, friend," said ho ; **I was brought up to spear ■ 
aahnon in the river, and siiikc deer in tlie forest ; and my 
stomach would ill brook the grewsome sports you intimate. 
But * trnhi't sua qiionique vohiptas;' which in equivalent to 
the expression made use of by the old woman who kissed her 
cow. i- do not accuse your tastes, but I follow my own. 
Fast my puU I had ever a horror of toada and terpeata ; and 
I jmty you to notice^, that I will in no wise be art or part in 
•nch nnseemly paatimea* And now atand ont of mj way, 
that I mafretom whence I camot seeing that my moming'a 
yMk ia at an end.*' 

Thy morninff's walk !" repeated the dwari^ opening hia 
goggle eyes ; and dost then absolutely fancy that it is 
wiSk ihoa art taking— that thoo art here on thy own bosinesa 
' or pleasqre that, ia faet tbon still bebngest to thyslf 

That is decidedly my belief and opinion," replied the 
scholar. " It is true I may be said to have bargained to take 
on service for a time in the laboratory of him at La Verriere ; 
since the very habiiuuents I now wear, as well as a horse 
which 1 left at the village, may be looked upon as the arrJia^ 
or earnest money. Thus much I freely concede ; saying 
nothmiT of an epitogium or graduate's cloak oi my own (on 
accoiiiu of its being somewhat the worse for wear) which I ^ 
ceded up at the same time. iStill, no precise day of entrance 
was mentioned, and for that matter, no precise peiiml of ser- 
vice ; and I accordingly hold myself my own master^ wiiiie I 
lemain on this side the threshold of the chateau.*' 

Admirably argued," exclaimed the d warf, and he broke into 
a laugh so shrill and wildt that tbe whole grove rung with it. 

''Stand out of my way, yw helitcats imp!*' cried the 
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Startled scholar, •* were it not shame to oift i violence lo such 
a pigmy — that is, supposing you to be iiuyLluiig else tliaii a 
phantasma — 1 would send you to fish for toads in yonder 
quafrmire. Away, you misbegotten knave and threaleiiing 
him Willi his sheathed sword, lie turned back by the pnlh by 
whi^h he had fome ; tlie dwarf stood ins ground till the enr- 
my began to move ; but he then made instantaneous way lor 
billl» by leaping to a surprising distance out of the path, and 
dkappeued among the tieea with acxeamB of laii^tery liko an 
eyil spirit, 

David pmsoed his route in not a little i^nihsion of mind ; 
and yet, by no means, feeling confident that he had acted a 
part worthy of his sires and conntiy, in postponing an enter- 
prise he had nodertaken, for no hotter reason than that he had 
met a mlsdiapen dwarf upon the road. Thb personage was 
now riehly dressed, in a kind of eastern 'eostiune, eoveied 
with hieroglyphics, and letters apparently of an unknown latt> 
guage. He might have seemed to be tlie page of soma mat 
lord, thus decked ont at his master's capricious fancy r*nd his 
strange discourse might have been nothing more than the dic- 
tates of uii iiitLllcct, sometimes as weak and crooked, in per* 
sons of ilns ualiappy chiss, as tlieir bodies. 

The adventurer walked on, plunged in meditation, till at 
length lie begau to be somewhat surprised that he had not al- 
ready reached the villncre. The same character of scenery 
prevailed, the same conlubioii of woods and eminences ; and 
he was under the necessity of again having recourse to the ex- 
pedient of climbing a tree. It may be conceived with what 
astonishment he found on reaching the top, that, instead of 
having progressed towards the viUagOi he was much nearer 
the ^itteau than before ! At the moment he made this din* 
wwery, the shrill laugh of the dwarf smote upon his ear ; and 
be descended both in anger and perturbation of mind. 

He now walked on with less confidenee.. He saw dearly 
that die paths were meant lass tognids than to bewilder; and» 
slthongfa bot litde versed inmathmaties» the idea oeeorred to 
him, as just poBsiUe» that they might have been eonstnioled 
for the very purpose of preventing eseape from La Vecri^re* 
A still greater work of art, thought he, must have been the 
Cretan labyrinth, (to say nothing of the greater prodigy of 
Egypt, and the lesser ones of Leninos and Italy ;) and for all 
that, Dseilalus, though a eiiniiiug man of artitice, was no ma* 
|[^u^iau. While cuuiiuruag hunselfi however^ with this ideat 
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he eodd not ftsut a growing conviction, 4iat in the whok of 
dite alTab he-had been the mbjeet of aepeciet of imtality ; and 
when at lengA he eaw at a short dietance through the trees a 
portion of masonwork, it was with but little confidence he ex- 
claimed, There is the village." It was the chattuu ol La 
Verriere. ^ 

Again, the same eldritch laugh met his ear ; but the sound 
was now close by, and the dwarf, dropping down from the 
bough ol a tree, stood beside him. 

Thou hast thought better ot it, David," said h(\ ** and we 
are to be coiniades after all ! Since thou art thy own rna.ster, 
thou must be here of thy own purpose ; and accepting the 
token as a testimony of good will to me, thy fellow-servant, I 
ahall now conduct thee to the gate, if so be thy pleasure." 

♦* Lead on," replied David, for I will follow." They now 
emei^ged ^tqi^ther from the trees ; and a fair view of the for* 
tress was no sooner ohtained, ^an the student forgot tiii 
eonal feeliage in the admiration which it inspired. 
• * The ditch was an immense canalt in whicly a modem frigate 
mijgifat have swam, and its border was- thickly planted with 
diarp iron spikes. Beyond this, the rampartSi constnietsd of 
earthr, rose like a chain of hills. They were battlemsnted at 
the top, girded by a ehemise of solid stone, and defended 
from distance to distance by half-moons. Above the gate 
towered a lofty corps de ^uarde, which was bristled with the 
lances of sentinels ; and on tlit; raniparlis, at eitlier side, the 
muzzle was presented of an enormpus iron culverine, each 
twenty -four feet long", and so solid, that it must have been 
moved with difliculty by fifty horses. A pile of balls, of 
corresponding magnitude, lay near these gigantic pieces of 
artillery, some of stone, and some of lead. 

The visitor had never seen the like, except in fortihed 
towns of the iirst class ; although even these monstrous di- 
mensions were a reduction lately introdaced. The earlier 
eannon had been found by experience to be somewhat un- 
manageable, being from fiiiy to sixty feet long, with bails of ^ 
five or six himdrra pounds' weight i 

David expected to be closely questioned at the gate, hot at 
the sight of his condactor he was allowed to pass without re- 
mask, and he found himself foiilj within the walls of La 
Yemhe. Winding their way through jungles and morasseit 
where they might have imagined themselTes to be still In the 
•pen eoontry, ihey at length amTod al the^seoond, and then 
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at the third inelosure ; and when aboot to ertm^ last draw* 

bridge, it was not without some secret emotion that Uie gcholar 
saw pointed at him from the wall, one at either side of the 
gate, two hand culverines, wliich one man poised on his 
shoulder, wl^ilc another behind, directing its aim^ held aiight-> 
cd matrh in I lis hand, ready to Ihc. 

He . f'Dicieil, however, as before, without question; and 
crossin<i tlie square or court, was introduced into the low, 
Idaek biiiUUng, guarded so jealously. Here he was left alone 
for «ome time in the dimly-lighted hall ; and we shall take 
Ibe opportunity of opening to the reader the door of the chani* 
ber to wliieh he was aboat to fao ioiniiioiied. Bui thie do* 
a new ehapter. 



£N]> OF VOL, I. 



Digitized by Google 



N«w Woik% p«Mlabed hj Carey, I^ea, & Blanckard. 



THREE TEARS IN THE PACIFIC, laclndlar boUom of 

Brazil, Chili, Boliyia, and Pent* la one TOL Br an Ofli- 

cer of the United States' Navy. 

• /he work embraces copious descriptions of the countries visited ; graphic 
acoounls of the state of society ; brief notices of the history, state of the 
ftrti. eUniate, and the fhtore pruspecli of thoie Interesting peiii «f our conti- 
nent; respecting which the citinm of the United BMm are sTtppoood to 
care much, but know so little." 

"Full of novelty and valuabJe details. The American reader will graatiy 
•dd to his fond of ideas concerning Soath America by its pemnL'*— dfwmc&i. 

"The author's graphic abilities — the pure acquaintance he displays with 
the Spanish language, renders his book at once pleasing and useful. — Gaz. 

**8uch contributions to our stock of ideas and literature, deserve a warmer 
welcome and wider patronage than the oommoQ-iiiaoe or eitiavagantfiotiom 
of the day." — National Gazette. 

'^Much new and valuable inibrmation, imbodied in excellent language; 
there cannot be a moment'i doubt of its popularity."^(n4r. of BeUes LeUreg. 

STRANGER IN AJVIERICA, written after a trip from Phila- 
delphia to Niagara. Edited by Dr. Feakcis Liebbr. In one 
voL 8va 

•*Tha oUngli ne of anMdoCe, the abrapc breaitt, personal narration, illastrative 

comparisons, and general style of the work, give it an interest that will ensure 
to the iKMk general perusal— while the philosophical tone which occasionally 
pervades its pa^es caonot Ibll of eoooMnEding tbem to the approval of the 
leHeclinff."— 17. 5. GaMte. 

** We have read this work with great satisfaction and interest. It abounds 
with characteristic, anecdotes, grapliic descriptions, and prineiplee which do 
honour to the head and heart of the author."— JWir Intflligemer. 

The stylo of these Letters is, in general, very good ; sometimes poetical and 
eloquent. 

"Here is a well written series of Letters, by a learned German, who has 
lived long enough among us, it appears, to examine the peculiarities of our 
goveromeiit aad habits, with the impartial eye of a pbiloeophaff."— BeWsisre 
jMtpsr. 

** TMe Is a very agreeable book-^mbling, sprightly, aneoil<>tieaI,aiid withalf 
interspersed with much useful nnd practical innMriiauoo, and keen aad acciirate 

observation." — AVio York American. 

SKETCHKS OF SOCFfiTV IN GREAT BRITAIN AND 
IRELAND. By C. S. Stewart, M. A., Chaplain of the 
United States' Navy, author of A Visit to the South Seas,'' 
A Resideiioe in XhB Sandwioli UlandBf^ &o* In two toIs* 

•* Some of his sketches are bf antiftil descriptions ; others are finished pictures. 
The charm of tbftse volumes consists in the distinct view which the author 
ffi ves us of the seenery, the eonmry, the dtiee and townt, the aristocracy, the 
churches,— in one word, the thousand particulars, which, togetheTt eoiBStitllte 
what is called the state of society."— /2«/i^iaiw Telegraph. 

** We have seldom perused a work with eo pleasant an interest. The contents 
arc various and racy, epistolary transcripts of the autlmr'a mind, published just 
as written, without revisions, and with all the gloss and freshness uf first and 
original impressions abottt them. The work is full of living pictures." 

" His ohsorvations on men and manners, in his description of the different 
scenes to which bis pilgrimsge was extended, are given in a style of the most 
flawing and attreetive Und.**— JV*. F. Omrisr. 

THIRTY TEARS' GORRESPONDENCEy lietween Jolin 

Jehb, D* D. F. R« S*, Bishop of Ltmerick, Ardfert, and 
Aghadoe; and Alexander Knox, Esq., HI. R. !• A. Edited 
by the Rev. Charles Forster, B. D., perpetual curate of Ash 
■eit filandwich; fonnerly, domestle GhnplniB to Bishop 
Jebb» In two Tols* Sro. 
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THE HAWKS OF HAWK HOLLOW. A Tradition of Penn- 
By the author of ''Gaiavar" and ''The In&dei'* 

In 2 vols. I'jmo. 

' We have beretofore seen ibe fenius of Dr. Bird pourtr&ymg the adveniurex 
of the BMiiiih comitteron, and delineftUng tilt haughty heroes of old romanoe; 
but in the Hawks of Hawk Hollow, we hare men and women of eveiyday life, 
la who#e adveoiures we can lose ourtelvea. The mingled yarn, too, ia well 
madeap; ramantic incident, sentmieni, pathos, humour, and the terrific, com- 
Moe in the iBcideati, aa we feel they muat copihuie in aUniiar circiimi f ne w," 
— TVeeatfw.^ / 

THE INFIDEL, or THE FALL OF MEXICO, a Romance. 
Bf the author of *^Cal&v«r.*' In2 yo]& JUiao. ^Second edi- 
tion. 

"We have read tbeae Tolumea through wUU unwaverijut iAteiMt«— they 
eWnoe power of a high order and thorough preparatiM flf Ite wevk «a4«w 

taken. 

'* They embody the very spirit of the times, ia which the tioty ia laid, and 
reprodaee the men ai4 tfea iieM ai liM«ih tW^Mit 



CUMTON BRADSHAW, tm THE ABVENTUBES OF 
A LAWYER. In 3 vdiL IdDia 



The New-York American thos dtmm a notice of Clinton Bradahaw:— •* The 

author of Clinton Br.rd^haw haa, we think, avoided, if we may ao speak, this 
literary error of \he day; he has had the holdnesa not only to describe society 

as il nia\' fall whfiin the observation of the majority of liis readers, but to be 

MUorai in tiie deacriDtioB: and herein Itaa tlie pecoitar charm of the wotk^ii 
la f» Mtml w tMBk ft Mit ht crat; Mitbr la it waailag m 



ELEMENTS OF HYGIENE. On thelnflnroceof AtmoiAett 

and Localitgr; Chiiige of Air and CUmtte, Seasons, Fooil, 
Clothing, Bathing, Bnvcise, Sleep, Corporeal and Intellectual 
Pursuits, &c. on Human Health, conititllling Elements of Hy- 
giene. By RoBLEY DuNGLissoN, M. D., ProfeflBor of Materia 
Medica, Therapeutics, Ilyn^iene, and Medical Juziq^rudeoce 
io Uie University of Maryland, 6ic, 1 voL 8va 

Althou^thia work, like the Human Physiology of the author, is intended 
chiefly fbr the profSmtonal reader, it contains irjatter \vliich is imponaut and 
intelligible to all; one of the author's objects, intleed, was to enable the ge- 

nerai reader to u nd e rat a n d tlie nature of the actiona of variotia phyateal and 
Mial iateMM MlMUDaa Inali^aai ta aHiit Ite ia adopting fMOAeaaa M 
flMy tand 10 lla pMwnraliaa. 

Tt :s a bonk, thnrrfnre, interestinf to the leneral readrr ; and howevpr popti- ] 
iar and uiieful may have been the unrtvalled work of Dr. Deweea on Chiidren. 
we hazard little in predieting, that thia wofk will 
aoughtaad 



DACRB. A Norv«L 2 fola 

CHANCES AKo CUATHGEa A Ik>mestic Stoiy. In2vol& 

12 mo. 

THE TWO FAIENDa By Lsdf BLBmmnotu In 9 voU 

12ma 

ANiYE GREY. A Novel. 2 vok ISOMi 
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MISCKLLANEOLS. 



BIANUAL OF PHRENOLOGY, being an analytical aUm- 
mary of the system of Doctor Gall, on the faculties of man 
and the limctKiiis of the brain, with plates. 1 vol 12inQ. 



A CATECHISM OF PHRENOLOGY, illustrative of the pnn. 
ciplesortiHil eelencc^ with a plate. Fkom the sixth Gla^pow 
eoitioiu 1 voL ISmo. 



PHRENOLOGY, and the Moral Influence of Phrenolo^. Ar- 
ranged for general study, and the purposes of education, 
from the first published works of Gali and Spurzheim, to the 
latent diiscovenee of the present period. By Mas. L. MxLCi. 
Man's greateM knowladg* it liinMlf to know.**— P<ipf . 



SUGHT REMINISCENCES or th« RHINE, SWITZER- 
LAND, AND A CORNER OF ITALY. "Men should make 
Diaries," said a wise counsellor, and women iancy that thej 
should do the same. In 2 vols. 12ma 



ELEGANT LIBRARY EDITIONS 




WORKS or JOANNA BAILLIE. Complete in 1 volume 8va 

WORKS Of HENRY FIELDING. In 2 vola. 8?a, with a po^ 

trait 

WORKS or TOBIAS SMOLLETl'. In 2 volmnM 6to., wHh 
a portrafL 



Tam HMT TOBY or m RISE aho PROOREBS or m 
UNTTBD STATES or NORTH AMERICA. Bf Jaw 
OmiKAiL In 2 vo]& 8vo. 
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THE FUIK^ES IN ENGLAND ; heiog a Sequel to Ihe Fodge 
Family in Farw. In 1 vol. ISmo, 

A PILGRIMAGK TO THE HOLY LAND: compriamg recd- 
leetioo^ eketelieeb and fefleetkiiB niade darinf a Tour in tiie 
But» in 188% 18^ By Amuno ns LAiUETm Second 
edRibn* 

THE REMINISCENCES OF NIEBUHR, THE HISTORI- 
AN OF ROME. By the author of ** Strao^er m America," 
&e. 1 vol. 12nia 

THE YOUNG WIFE'S BOOK; a Manual of Reliffioos, Mo- 
ral, and Domestic Duties. A BinaU volomet bouniT in flxtrai 
with plates eograved on steel. 

"This hook has a most attractive title; and the title is justified by tbe con- 
tents, which embrace nuiiif^rous lessons of expediency as well ae duty for Jhe 
con]iii::rii state. All ?ingl9 ladies who have not turned ttie tsofner of hope, (at 
which, we trust, indeed, none ever arrive) will find here a great deal to learn 
hf anticipation ; and all who have blessed our sex by union, much which expe- 
rienea tad idfaetioa win MoetloBM talk oWgiittifya^ 



TIIE POETRY OF LIFE. By Saeah Sticjuiby. In 2 vols. 
13ma 

To the lover of narvoaa, poltalMd and lieairtfflit composition ; the admirers 
of fenitts, and those \vhn havr n trnr rpli^^h for the beantirs of naftin-, and 
the world of ficti- n itirough which poets delight to-revel, these volumes will 
afibrd a rich intcll< ' tual banquet." — Saturdaf (teKir. 
" The wHole work ia eioellent.*wjvMMal Qnm§, 

A JOURNAL. Bjr FkAMon Aiwa Butler. In 2 vols, I2nio, 

SCENES AND CHARACTERISTICS OF HINDOSTAN, 
with Sketches of Aoglo-indian Socie^* BjEaauk 

2 vols. i2rno. 

" Take them up at any lime, open them at any page, and you cannot iiail 
of beine instructed— amwiA^lMrtwpa both. They an ( 



IMPKESSIONS' OP AMERICA during the yeara 1833, im, 
and 189& Bf Tnumn P^waa, Ek}. 2viii.l3niou 

PENCILLINGS BY T|i£ WAY. N. P. Wn^ Iko. 9 
vola 12ma 

TOT YOOTffS BOOK OF THE SEASONS; or, Nature 
nmibarly develoiled. With numerous wood cuts, 

" We propose to converse with our young readen in a iamiliar and coa 
ndential style ; to teke our way widi iImbi tfaraogh many pleMam patha 

and shndy noo\L9 hy the slill waters of the valley, and over the Iteep 
mountain top, to point out the fair works the Crf^Rtor to their frrntcftd 
adniiration, and to draw many Uehghtful and usef ul iessons iipm hu woo- 
d^rful and beiMfiiMmilfeiiininortlw varymg ■n^toiM" ftUmLtf.^ 
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lOfCELLAlCEOVS. 



THIRTY YEARS' CORRESPONDENCE, between John 
Jebb, D. D., F. R. S., Bishop of J^iiurrick, Ardfert, and A^r- 
badoe, and Alexander Knox, Esq. M. R. J. A., edited by the 
Re?. QmucIm Fonter, B. D.» Perpetual Curate of Ash next 
Sudwieh, fynaoAj domflitio oiiftptaia to BMiop JMk In 

" It wouM I)c \ f ry (lifTirult to imaginea more beautiful picture of truly chris- 
turn Iheudsbip. and truJiy chriotiaii ioteicouiM, ib«a (bets two volumei pre- 
•rac The Wwop of Limerick ftiid Mr. A. Kbox, w«re %otli of tbem permna 

of high attainments in literature, .mci of tJie rtrrf>rf:t and mnpt <;acreo piety. 
Hieir correspondence wan such as became sucti men. The important and de- 
HgbtfUl iiubjects of literature and philoeophy, are handled and diKuwed with 
(;reat ability, but the main subject is the far higher one of vitn! rhris'Tinnity. 
They are voluaies from which every ciergymau may derive stores of valuable 

" Thi"? no ordinnry rnrrp^ponrtfTirf-, althoiiffh the epistolary f^rfdnm nf the 
ttyie, aud the entire abeence of reserve which characterize, throuxhout, the 
inter^nge of dMOfht between the two llrlends, iNWlnde the auspicion that 
the eorreapondencc was concluded with nny view to mrct fhr puhlir ryr; the 
letter* on both sides exhibit all the accuracy of finished comptiHitiun^, and from 
the learned criticiuns and materiaia for thinking with which they abound, poe* 
ten au iotrinaic value, independent of the peculiar interent which will attach 
to^t^^ on the minds of ail wlio kaew aud admired tlie partiei.**— jBeJieCie 

BliJPfflSTOPHELES IN ENGLAND. 2 vols. Iftiw. 
CANVASSINCL ATak. 1^ Jomi Eakui. lYoLl^uot 

A TWELVE MONTHS' RBSIDBNCE W THE WEST IN- 

DIES, during: the transition from Slavery to ApprantieMbiiH 

with incidental notices of the state of society, propp^cts, and 
natural resource? of Jamaica and other islands. By R R 
M ADDEN» M. D. author of Travels iji the i*;ast,*' ^ 2 voIa, 
12mo. 

INDTAIV-SKETCH-BOOK. Indian Sketches taken dnrinjr an 
Expedit ion to the J:'awnee Tribes. By Johm T. Iftvuici^ Jvii. 
2 vols. 12mo. 

Possessed of a cool and discriminating Judgment, a nci) ami glowing 
fancy, and a quick perception of the ludicrous, the author has presented in 
these two volumes a narrative of spirit-stirring adventure, and of comic 
incident, which cannot f^il to interest, instruct and amuse.**— JV*. T. Paper. 

THE CONQUEST OF FT, OR IDA, by iieniawio de Sola By 

TuEODOiiE Irving. In 2 vols. 12mo. 

*' Tht author of this produiAioa is Theodore Irving, the nephew of Wash- 
ingtoa Irvtng aad he mm parton aed his Usk with ability, and imparted a 
hiL^My attractive interest to a nnrrativnof ppril and nd^-snture. amid the almnfit 
trackless wtldt and morasses of what now constitutes the Territory of Flori- 
da, and the fllataa of Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, in which Spanish 
cbivRirv wn« compelled to t^iibr!ue the Indian ttenaaeai wlUdillfftioniinvaiB 
lo concjliatc."— Charleston Courier. 

BECKFORD'S RECOLLECTIONS of sn Excursion to the 
Monasteries of Alcobaca and Batalha. 1 vol. 12ma 

**Tb}s is nnothrr of P/.^ >r«x«ii*» A^i^^^ ^mAw— ^ mm mf jj^a^^am 
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%7 CaniTf Xmm§ * 



Oooperti M«w NovaL 



THE HEADSMAN, 

A New Novels by the Autbor of the Spy, PUot, in 2 Tola. < 
12010. 



THE PARSON'S DAUGHTER. 

TUBODO&S HOOK, AVTIK>R OF 8ATIIK» AHD DOIHOSi &G* 

iH 2 VOLS. 12mo. 

*' We proceed to aanire the leader, wlio lias it before bim, tiist Jie wiU ^nin 
an inielleciual treat of no mean orfler. The prindpail Aiaiure of fts exca- 

lenee is an all-enprOBymp intcrc*!, which iuter€i,l is mainly attributable to the 

•jEtreme vrmjeembiance of iu incHienta, and the fideliiy wtih wluch eadb 
eiaraeter aupporta its IndlvMiMlitv. In It tlnra ia mtmnAimnmlkm 

on^innlity aa we hnvc eviT Mlfnlllta ft aotaB BOVSl, fet IIM ««tlMr.«lW 

he may." — Metrofoliian. 

" The moral of Uie tale carries conviction as to the JoiUMiB of its applka* 
biiity, and the inciitalaio«r MiMtuftilf as tlis stmifli ef mtmOm !■ wmf» 

day life." — Ibid. 

Here ia a novel from a deservedly popular author, written with great ease 



r 



SWALLOW BARN, 
0B» A SOJOUAN IN THE OXJ> DOMi.HlON. 



" We cannot but predict a \^'arm reccptinn of this work amonf^ all fwrsons 
who have not lost tbeir reliah for nature and fMPobabiJity, as well as all those 
who can properly catlaato Iho IwftHos of (riniplidty In thoogbt and ex^es- 
sion.^— A1s» York JlRrrvr, 



" One of the cleverest of the laet pnl>lirrviions written oa 
side of the Atlantic"— JVlw York Courier and £nfuirer, 

**Tlie style It lidmirftble, and tlm ^eidMs of einneter, men, Md scenei7» 
so frt 8h aad afKeoMe, tint m oauot help toliiif tlMt Wf no dnwa ' 

nature.** 



THE DOMINIE'S LEGACY, 

OpMMtimg of m Series of lUes mastntive of the 
Mumera of StMCkniL lo 2 vid& 12iiia 

** These pa^es are pictures froiii scenes whose impress of tmtlltdis that the 
author has taken them as an eye-witness ; and many are rMlta qslat, itai- 
pie patlwB, wMch it oridaKlljr «• ftNrte.****T£tttraff Ommm, 

s — 



6ALB MIDDLETON, A Novel, by Horaob Ssrm, Author of 
BmaiUetgre Hoiiae» &a In 2 vol& ISom. 



TREVALYANi A Novel, by tli© Author of Marriage in liich 

lA. Inavols. * 
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'^IMROD'S HUNTING TOURS. In 2 vol& 12iiia 

THE EARLY NAVAL HISTORY OP ENGLAND.— 
By Robert »Southsy. In 1 voL 12iQa 

** It is Am of Meitement and Uniu of diWMter, wad pomiiei, with all 
the charms of panonal advtoturat tte gam attrilmtM of Jiiiiorical nam* 

live."— 

" Admirably written, with great accuracy of fact, rxienl of research, neat- 
ness and aittipliciiy of style, warm patriotic feehug, and some moral and 
religiow ■entiiiiant.^'^q ntfw i n* < Magtaint. , 

**CI«tr» w«n umnged, perspicaowmid IntOiUting."— Jiltrarf G^usH*. 

THE DISTRICT SCHOOLi OR NATIONAL EDUCA* 
TION. Bjr J. Ortiub Tatumu The thiid edition. 

**The style of the 'District School' is simple, intelligible, appropriate, 
comet, tnd fofeiMe; and the aotlior diaployi nodi acqaBiatMee with the 

oondition of common education. We regard tho fanoml civoalBtion of this 

work a? htphly desirable, for it will cnrry to every reader a Tarpe amount 
of important truUw, many sound views of fducalion, and an incitemein to 
exertion in its promotion, whicli must produce some good ejects." — A'eic- 

A DISCOURSE ON NATURAL THEOLOGY. ^Hbnrt 
LoBD Beooohak. 1 ToL ISmob 



THE CHRISTIAN YEAR. 

TBOOOBT^ i:f rrT?«:r rr>K nvvPKyx /nti nnr.Y days titrocohout THSTKAft* 
*• In qnie(juu and m confidenct ihall be your itrmgtk," — laiih xxr. (5, 

First: American from the 25ih London edition, with on intnxiuction and 
nolca bf Bialiop Donie« of New Jene^. In n hondaomo nA. 

" It may r -.-vl Tor purposes of devotion by ('hri>iiaii9 of whtttvor dODO . 
mination, with pleasure and profit***— Ckn«tia» Watchman. 

" Thefte wntB were Btngalarly-beaotlAil InconeeptiAii and composition, nnd 
breathe the purest pootio tnato and tbo moat aioeoro nnd fervent ipirlt o^ 

piety."— Ga:««e. 

" The work should h« in the handa of all who ratne laato, t*>iioi and 

piety/'—Cow Tnitlligtnter. 

"We have rarely, perhaps novrr, met a jioctical volume, more appropriate 
to family devotion.** — U. S. Gaittte. 

** Aa a book for family reading-^wlicther as an cxoiciaa of laato or devotion 
—wo know of few tliat can aurpasa it.**— OoMtte. 

A few oopiee have been bound in bcniitiful embossed loBthor»widlgilt 
ed^ea* makiiig a veiy deiKmble voinmo for a present. 



A GUIDE TO AN IRISH GENTLEMAN IN HIS fiffilARCH 

FOH A REUGION. 
By the Rev. Mortimer O'Sullivan, A M. 
1 voL ISkaxk Being an EMwer to lioore*e work. 
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Ofc WflilM or CaaBAClKK AMP MAl^^ 

BY MI88 LESLIE. 
** Look }mn npon thU pictoxe, aad on Uut 'SAak^mrt, 

. Iii2irali. 19ni& 



TAU8 AMD nXTCaEa %teMtlwrcf«' 



A ReminiBcence of FeteattHl. Mary Dyre. 
The Catholic Iroquois. Cacoethes Scribeodl. 

The Country Cousin. The Eldest Sister. 

Old Maids. 8t. Catherine's Eve- 

The Ciiivalrie Sailor. BiiBiaM la JUai USf- 

The Canaiy Faoiiljr. 

"We iMocniM Hi Ita MgwkSk, a moraliet of power. Wbt Mmb to htr 

lessons the attractions which secure attt ntini) arif! insure profit. ThiM rol- 
leetion of Talea and Sketchea is exceeilinsly iniereatiDc, and will add to ttw 
^ef ftMHwltfimiiliwaaf Ibrlliilrfrwil8»'^ 



THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE-DAME. 



BY YICrrOR HUGO. 



With a. Sketch of the Life and Writinp of the Author, fay 

Frederick Shoberl. In 2 vob. 12ma 

** Victor Hugo is a most powerful writer — a man of qiUndid foniiiet ami 
gigantic gra^p of mmd.** — Court JounmL 



ROOKWOOB— A ROMANCE, 

BT W. HARRISON AKTSWORTH. 

From the seMod Ixmdon edition. In 2 voJil ISM 

"This is one of the most spiritrd nnd romantic of * the scasonV prodao- 
tion. Full of life and fire, it excitea the reader and carries him onward- 
much aa the tnie heraina of the lale« the mare Black Bees, doea the true 
hero of it, the robber Turfin— with mingled semationa of terror and 
delisht. It is a wild story, told with exceeding skill, and uTought up to 
thanighest pitch of which lo aioguiar a aolyact ia capable. — ^The book ia 1 



TATHEK^AN ORIENTAL TAI4& 



etleMtrit 



BY MR. BEOXIORD, AUTHOR Of ITALY, &C. 

It eont!nnes in posse ssioa. of all cite 

hj R. 
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THE MAGDALEN AND OTHER TALES. 
By SHKamAN Knowles, Author of The Wife, Hunchback, dtc. 

In 1 volume, Idma 



THE INSURGENTS. 

An HiBtorical Tale. In 2 volumes, i2mow 



JULIAN FARQUHARSON, or the CONFESSIONS OF AFO£T 

In 2 volume^ 12ma 
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HORSE-SHOE ROBINSON. 
A TALK OF THE TORY A8GENDEN0Y, 

TUB AVTBDB, OW 8W ALLOW M UM. IN 2 TOUL 12ma ^ / 

AURUNGZEBE; 

A TALE OP ALRASCHID. 
An Ea^stem Tale. In 2 volumes 12ma 



THE CANTERBURY TALES. 

BT 8QPHIA AffD BARMBT LUU . 



re art! flnp thinp^ in tlic *Tlie Cftntcrbury Tnlcs.' Nothing of Pcott'i 
is tiner Uian ' Th& Germaa Tale.* 1 admired it when a boy, and hmve coa- 
tinaed toliiwwtetl^ldtlMii. Thfa, I re i wiW r, puftiwriaHy afltond — »** 

■^Lord Rvrem. 

*' To read tlie CoMUriunTaia of Uie Miatea Lee once more, ie a ipeciea of 
tempomry reg eneratimi. TiMfe ie aeaieely any ednoited peraon of tbis cen- 

tiir\ whn ha"* iint. at some time or other, of youtli, drawn a sincere pleaaure 
from tliuee pages. The diffi*rent tales have been to many like turning down 
a leaf III liftf can find dar j^ace egain injovmlle onatanee by tne •leO' 
ciation?; connpctnrl with them. The Officrr'iTale, p^rhnpe, was readonMme 
sunny bunk in u pii>a.«fant land— a stolen pleasure. I'lie Young Lady's Talaua. 
iblded all Its intricacy on lome fair sofa of a well-rcmemberra apartnrat. Oft 
the Gernmn Talo, p"rhf!f>9, two hearts bent in unlHon, trembled in harmony, 
and, when sliariiig a niuiuai agituUon, iwo iieads bent, over the mystic page, 
they turned round to see each other's (Kght reflected in well-known and well- 
lovod feiitures. Even now we feel a shiver running over the f^ame. as we call 
to mind 1 he fearful whisper of the name of Kruitzner, amidst the silent throng 
of a kne« ti nt; conLTp^at ion in the cathetfral. Siicli d memoria teehnica has itA 
Cham; and we may be pardoned for approaching this number of ' The Standard 
Vawtlaf witb Mingi of ftr aoft biiaM nan we take up any new novel of 
tktdaj.**' 



THE MAYOR WIND GAP. 

BT TRB AOTHOm OF TBB o'hAXA TALB8. 



MX COUSIN NICHOLAS. 2 Vols. 
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MISCELLANEOUS* 



MEEf AND MANNERS IN AMERICA. Bj Major HAmir 



CHrrrrS medical jurisprudence. AvdinUo work 



THE COMPLETE POETICAL WORBB OF JOANNA 
BAILUE. IfoLdm 



Thii edition correapondii with the Library Editions of Bjrron. Scott. Moore, te. 

**JiiM Bailiie'a Plays on the Pasaions have been long known a« ainnns the 
kiH in tfet UMguaffe. No one who readi tbcm can entertain a doubt of the char- 
acter of the writer's affections. Sucli iraffes could aevtr tefe ban dtautad kf 
a cold heart." — ChristiaH Examiner, 

** We are amonc the most eariMataMm of her geiilM,]wr literary attnin 
ntnu and skill, h^r diction, her saocess, IMT Moral dnifna, and her personal 
worth. Some of her tragedies have deservedtf passed into the stock of the prin- 
cipal British and American theatres. They are expreaa develupoients and de- 
MoeAtions of Um panions, marked by a deep toaif ht into hunao nature, great 
Artmtic powar of troaUMnt, • Ihrttta fpirit of poatiy, Md tba lolliait aad 
f oii a f owl aaa ti« aot>* * J W i i i wiof gawM s, 

TREATISE oif CLOCK and WATCHMAKING, Theoretical 
and PracticaL By Thomas Reid, £}duiburgh Honorary Mem- 
te of tlM Wonhipfol Company of OocSE-MtkBri^ Lndoii. 
Royil 8fa ninitnted by nameraoB Pktea 

GEOLOGICAL MANUAL. H. T. Da i.a Bmu IbSvo. 

with numerous wood-cuts. 

" A work of first*rate Importance in the acience to which it relates, and which 
must henceforth take its place in the library of every student in Geology."— 
PhiL Magatine. 

** Hr. Da la Baelia*t Oaologteal UmimI w tbe first and best work of Um kind, 
•nf ka kaa o e i l btiu aJ Ma GuAt witli a peribel knowMga of aN that haa bean 

ascertained fn Geology, and with considerable Jnrlgmcnt and tasti* in the man- 
ner of doiqg it. 80 mucb geological sciooeo was never before compressed in so 



HISTORY OF ENGLANDt by Snt Jaiw Maokutomi. Ootaro 



%* Tba first TolttOM of tliis adUlon will oootain Um sama mailer aa fha first 
tiMa votaama of dw lamo. aiitieik 

A COLLECTION -OF COLLOQUIAL PHRASES, on every 
subject necessary to maintain Conversation, the whole so dis- 
posed as considerably to facilitate the acquisition of the Italiaa 
iaiiguage. By an Italiaa Gentleman. I yoL Idmo. 

NOVELLB rrAIIAim--8lmM flm ItaUta Wiitenb wHb % 
litenly nrtfiriiaefir trartslation on Loeke'a plan of ^—w^l 

Instruction, illustrated with Notes, f^rst American froa tlM 
liKi f flmifin irfitwfii with 1 tnndatiana im^m 



for Lawyers or Physicians. In royal 6va 




edition. 
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Hew Workiy jpnbliilwd hj Cmnjf IM9 A Blaaeluiid* 



KBUOTHfiQUE CH0I8IE Dfi UTTERATURE TRANGAUE. 

SELECT LIBRARY 

OF 

MODERN FRENCH LITERATURE. 

In 4 volumes, 12mo : containing^ 

LES ECORCHEURSL ^ 
CINQ MARS. 

PARIS ET LES PARISIEN& 
HEMOIRES D*UN APOTHECAIRE. 

. HEURES DU SOIR, 

LES ENFANS D'EDOUARD. 
MINUiT ET MIDE, &c. 

Some of these worlu nmy be liad aeputtflly^ 



THE DOOMED. 
A NOVEL In two volumee* 12aMX 

BY MR. CX>Or£B« . 



JE BRAVO. By the Author of the Spy, Puxyr, &c. la 2 vols. 
WATER-WITCH, om thb SKTMMER or thb SEA& 



^The headsman, on the ABBAYE DES VIGNERONa 
^ In 2 vols. 120)0. 



V 

V 



Tn HEIDENMAUER; oe thb BENEDICTINEa In2 vol& 
THEMONIKINa Eaitedby the author €f«« The Spy,*' &c 
2vda 12ma 

NOTIONS OF THE AMERICANS^ fay a Thi¥el]iii|f Badiekr, 

3 vols. 12mo. 

The wept OF WISH-TON-WISH, d vola Idmo. 
Thb red ROVER, 2 vokt 12Dia 
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